CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FI LE FORM NO ot

NAME. ... .. .. JOANSON CREEK canry, .. Mendocino
STREAM SECTION. . ... ... ... FROM ...... muth To€Xtrene headwaters ggy 2-1/2 m.

TRIBUTARY TO........ g%hnS'd(?at'lfksf .%ﬁgkh .f./g.r.'?(?!ig.her.t.y. O 1N o 14W . ?ec. 33

oHER Navgs, . UnKnown RIVER system .. Dl 9 River -

SOURCES OF DATA personal observations

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Include Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc. i i
AT ION R WATERS EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - This tributary was wal ked out fromthe nouth
GENERAL DESCRIPTION to the headwaters section, a distance of 2-1/3 mles on August 7
\I’gr?r_tneergihzﬁgDrainageBasin 1959 by S. N i Nye' X
Alitude (Range) LOCATI ON - This stream heads sout hwest of Or Springs and nort heast
&%1 of Edward Ranch and flows west and north, entering John Gates Cr. two
Flow (Range) m | es above its confluence with Dougherty Cr.
E%ﬁﬂ - RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - A snmal| ninor spawning tributary probably
Pools of little inmportance to the anadromous fish of Big River
Barmiars GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed -centered in a typical coasta
Pemperatures drai nage, heavily forested with redwood, Douglas fir. This area has
Rouatic Plants been logged in past years. _ _ _ _
Winter Conditions | medi ate Drainage Basin - This streamlies in a narrow, steep-sided,
e AND SUCCESS V- shaped canyon whi ch wi dens and narrows several tinmes. The slopeg
OTHER VERTEBRATES are covered with redwood, Douglas fir, madrone, |aurel and oak, wth
BN T AL UsE no other base vegetation or cultivation
OWNERSHIP Al titude - Unknown.
POSTED ORQREN Gradient - Mderate, beconing steep in headwaters
BENERAL ESNVATE Wdth - average 3 ft. (1-6 ft.)
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT Depth - average 2 in. (1-3 in.)
REFERENCES AND MAPS Flow - .1 cfs. average (5 gpmto .2 cfs)

Vel ocity - Sluggish to rapid throughout.

Bottom - Gravel throughout with rubble, sand, boul der and bedrock.

Spawni ng Area . Good throughout except for a few poor areas.

Pool s - Good devel opnent. Ave. 3 ft. x 5 ft. x 1 foot.

Shelter - Good throughout in the formof stream side trees and overhangi ng |inbs and
roots.

Barriers -(I) Natural rock - boulder, slash jambarrier 200 yards above headwat er
forks, on last tributary 5 high and silted in - 15 wide x 10' long x 5 high 75%
void. (2) Log jam and boulder barriers silted in. A bedrock bench 3' highis

| ocated 50 yds. above next lower tributary of #1,, 10° wide x 1' long x 3 high, 10%

void. (3) fallen trees and root barriers silted in . Bed drop 3 feet. 50 yds. above
tributary nearest to the nouth of the creek. A barrier 10' wide x 3 ' long x 3" high
- 50% voi d.

Di versi ons - None seen.

Tenperatures - Air 72°, average (70-73). Water Tenp. 57° ave. (56-58)

Food - Comon in the formof caddis fly, stonefly, mayfly, small, trout, dipthera

and other unidentified insects.
Agquatic Plants - Only small anpunts of al gae observed.
Wnter Conditions - MId. Appears to exhibit normal winter fluctuating runoff.




Pol l uti on - None observed.

Springs - Uncomon. Three observed.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - RT-SH averaging 2 inches (1-6 in.). Success appears
to be good. Fish were first observed above the third tributary upstream from
the nouth. Stickl eback were al so observed; they were uncommon however,
averaging 2 inches in length. Cottids averaging 2 in. in length al so observed.
The cottids were few in nunber.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, sal amanders were al so observed.

FI SHING I NTENSI TY - Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Unknown.

ACCESSIBILITY - This stream can be reached by taking the Or Springs Rd.

of f Hi ghway 101 north of Ukiah and travel 20 miles to Dougherty Creek road,
upstream for 2 1/2 mles. This road then bends left up John Gates Creek for a
di stance of 2 miles to the nmouth of Johnson Creek. Fromthis point on, the
creek rmust be wal ked out on foot.

OMERSHI P - Unknown.

POSTED OR OPEN - Post ed.

| MPROVEMENTS - None observed.

PAST STOCKI NG - Unknown.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - The tributaries of Johnson Creek appear to be of little

val ue to spawning fish. This condition is due to the steep gradient, |ack

of water and barriers. The barriers are present at or near the nmouth of the
tributaries . Johnson Creek appears to be in fair to good condition. However,
taller, logs, slash fromold |unber operations and old fire litter the stream
Barriers |listed are not conplete barriers to spawni ng anadronous fishes,

This condition is shown by the nunbers of RT-SH above the barriers. Probably
this streamis of nminor inportance to the anadronmous fishes of Big River due to
the small size of the streamand small flows. The flowis intermttent.
RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT- It is felt that the renoval of log jans and barriers in
this streamwi ||l be of little value because this streamis of such m nor

i nportance. This stream should continue to be managed as a spawni ng and
nursery stream for anadronmous fishes.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - Calif. Div. of Forestry 1943 , Mendoci no County south
hal f.

JSDhay/ S. Nye: cd



JOHNSON CREEK

Jans and Barriers

1.

Nat ural rock —boul der, slash jam barrier 200 yards above —headwater forks,
on last tributary 5 high and silted in 1/2 15 ft wide 10 ft long 5 ft high
75% voi d.

Log Jam and boul der barriers silted in —a bedrock bench 3 ft high is
| ocated 50 yards above next lower tributary of #1. 10 ft wide 1 ft long 3
ft high 10% void.

Fall en trees and root barriers silted in. Bed drop 3 ft. 50 yards above
tributary nearest to the nouth of the creek. A barrier 10 ft wide 3 ft |ong
3 ft high 50% void.






