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Point Arena to Zeni Ranch with Warden J. G MKerlie. Zeni Ranch to Garcia River Falls and return, via
horse with M. Butch Zeni. (The round trip by horse was about 14 m ., nost of it over trail-less terrain;
we rode up the streambed of Garcia R for one mle to the falls, and for about 1/2 m . above the falls.)
Made observations and took photos at the falls. Return from Zeni Ranch to Point Arena with MKerlie. In
evening at Pt. Arena, with MKerlie interviewed Jerry MIller & Ernest Titus, Pres, & Vice-Pres.,
respectively, of Pt. Arena Rod and Gun d ub.
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The main falls in the Garcia Rver forma 12-ft vertical drop over solid bedrock. There is a very |arge,
deep pool belowthe falls (t 20 ft x 30 ft). Possibility to build a fishway at north side of falls.

Garcia R flow about half-mle belowfalls est. 4 c.f.s. Beautiful streamfor the mle seen bel ow the
falls, with a good conbi nati on of excellent spawning riffles and deep pools, and stretches of rough,

boul der- and rubbl e-strewn water. Streamnostly about 25 ft wi de. Steel head and silver salnon 2 to 3 1/3
i nches. Abundant everywhere, many in schools of a fewto several dozen fish.

Garcia R 50 ft above falls, water tenp. 68.5 F, air 81, at 1 p.m, water and sky clear. Rough,
nmount ai nous, uncult. terrain, wooded with Douglas fir, tan oak, madrone, maple, and deci duous oak wth
al ders streansi de.

Wal ked out stream above falls to Canp Beautiful; Zion (?) owner since 1908. Sone redwoods al ong stream and
opposite the canp. Good spawning areas at canp. Steelhead 5 to 6 in. conmon and 2 to 4 in. occasional above
falls; a few 7 and 8 in. fish were seen. Cayfish and stickl ebacks present above falls. Red-bellied
Triturus comon in pools as separate individuals above and bel ow falls.

On this date Warden McKerlie told ne he knew of only 2 king sal non caught in the Garcia R |ast season and
that very few enter it. Butch Zeni spoke of catching fish that weighed 33 I b when he was a boy; they nust
have been ki ng sal non.

According to McKerlie, tidewater in the Garcia R extends to about 1 to 1 1/2 mles upstreamfromits
nmout h.

According to Titus, old-time residents say just a few fish get over the falls in the spring ("little blue fellows").
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June 9, 1953: Warden Groves reported on this date that a new run of adult

steel head took place on June 4 and 5 in the Garcia Rver. The mgjority of the
fish were pooled up at the foot of the falls. This is unusual for so late in the
year. Goves also reported that the job of eradicating the falls last winter was
inconplete. A few adult steel head did get over the falls during the winter run
and they and their redds were seen by a nunber of individuals this spring. The
Uni on Lunber Conpany is planning to finish their job this fall even if it means
re-routing the streamat a point near the falls. HEP

Aug. 3, 1954: Inspected |ogging operations in conpany of Jones and MKerli e.

Est. flow 1/2 cfs. Water dark clear and possessing a strong odor. Bottom coated
with athinfilm no fishlife observed. This type of debris in streamis
definitely deleterious to fishlife. This is the Don Ford | ogging operation. It
was stated that he will be cutting in this area for the next 5 years. WAE: mm

Aug. 3, 1954: The river was examned in the upper headwaters area where the road
parallels the stream A very slight gradient exists; the channel is open and a
gravel bottomis present. Appears particularly suited for spawni ng purposes; no
sign of fishlife was found although an est. flow of 1 cfs was present. Wat the
limting factor is, is not known; possibly high sumer water tenperature. WAE: mm

Dec. 6, 1955: North Fk. --- Don MacKi nsey of the Holl ow Tree Lunber Co. and |
went to the north fork of the Garcia in Section 5 where | ogging was carried out
this sumer. This area is belowthe reported falls which is a barrier to sal non
and steel head. This barrier consists of several |arge boul ders wedged into a
very narrow stream channel. These boul ders have created falls approxi mately 20
feet tall. The gradient slope of the streamis very steep, being boul der strewn
and relatively a poor spawning stream This |ogging area below the barrier was
fairly clean of debris, although several old log jans exist. The |ogging
contractor cleared up his debris in the stream but he was very reluctant in
renoving these older log jans. It was also noted the conpl ete absence of soi
erosi on prevention neasures on the |ogging roads and skid trails. It was sum
mari zed to M. MacKinsey that the area on I nman Creek was to be cleared out.
Al'so that no soil erosion nmeasures were taken in their |ogging operations was

poi nted out to him GH ss

Aug. 9, 1956: Garcia Falls - | once again tried to contact M. Cox, the owner of
the land where the falls are situated. M. Cox wasn't at home but in talking to
his son, Tom they are still reluctant to give us perm ssion to construct the
tunnel pipe fishway around the falls. They indicated that we could do any anount
of blasting of the falls that we would want. | believe that the situation that
exists at the falls can be adequately renedied by blasting and | feel that we
shoul d proceed with this idea in mnd being that we are having so nmuch trouble in
obtaining perm ssion to contstruct the fishway. | believe that contact should be
made with Elton Bailey, George Warner and John Thorp and an expl anation given as
to the situation we are in and ask themfor their opinions on this alternate
plan. GH dk
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Sept. 5, 1956: Garcia Falls - Mr. Tom Cox was again contacted as requested, by
Mr. Evans. This contact was made in reference to obtaining his approval of
construction of the tunnel type fishway. Mr. Cox's attitude towards our plan of
constructing this tunnel type fishway is the same and he will not consider any
fishway whatsoever. He feels that blasting is the only answer, and | believe if we
continue to pursue the construction of any fishway any further, our relationship with
Mr. Cox will be weakened tremendously. Blasting was one of the alternate plans
submitted by the Engineering Section in the correction of this falls and should be
considered in our future plan of elimination of this salmon and steelhead barrier.
GH:dk




