DON MKENZI E/ NORTH FORK GARG A

First spent time in Garcia Vtershed in 1953, working for Hol | ow Tree Lunber
Go. (1954-58). Continued to work consulting for themoff and on from 1958- 72.

Coastal P ywood Co-op owned the | and before Hol | ow Tree bought it in 1954.
They had a road in fromF sh Rock Road to current R & J property. They cut a
little tinber on the East edge near the road.

The road had been pioneered to the Garcia Rver and there was a jeep road to
the saddl e between the North Fork and the Main SSemGarcia. Except for jeep
trails into old homestead areas, the upper watershed was nostly roadl ess in
1953.

In 1953 the cabin at Jacks Qpening was still in good shape, although no one
was living there at that tine.

In 1954 Hol | ow Tree bought the |and. The Canpbel | Ranch was the only in-hol di ng

at that tinme. Then it becane the Buel er Ranch, and then it was sold to LP.

In 1954 there were steel head up the North Fork al nost to Jack's (eni ng. The
streans were full of organic debris and there were on-going slides on side
tributaries even before any |ogging or roads. e slide on the south side of
the North Fork went all the way fromthe river to where the md-sl ope road was
originally laid out. The road was re-routed to stay above this slide, which
was the biggest one Don renenbers. The slide eventually mgrated upslope to
the road. Normally they just built roads right across slides in those days,
but this slide was so big that they decided to avoid it.

Not much wildlife that Don renenbers seei ng when he wal ked in the woods during
the '50's: Quail -- about the sane as today; Raccoons -- nore than today; not
nmany deer or birds. There were no otter then, but lots of otter today, which
Don bel i eves have had a big effect on the fish along with sport and commerci al
fi shi ng.
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The trout fishing was excellent in the 1950's -- "half pounder’'s" and "egg

suckers.” He just fished wherever there were holes and it didn't take long to
catch all the fish he wanted. March and April were the best nonths for "half

pounders” -- trout you could catch all year.

By 1954 the pig popul ation had already built up. The first pig he encountered
was at Jack's (pening. At that tine pigs were found only around openi ngs.

Don thinks | ots of things have affected the fish popul ati on: sport fishing at
the nouth, maybe commercial fishing, otters. He feels that the streans are
rehabilitating and are in much better shape nowthan in the late '50" s and
"60's, but the fish population is still going down.

1955 brought the worst stormDon can renenber. F sh Rock Road by the Y Ranch
was totally gone. It took 28 days to just open the road. They just pushed all
the waste material down into the creek. The 1955 flood flushed a | ot of

the debris fromearly |ogging out of the upper tributaries.

Don feels that |arge scale erosion occurs as a result of the previous
saturation level of the soil in an area even nore than the total anount of
rainfall of a specific storm

Don was not in the area during the 1964 fl ood.

FromDon's field experience and talking to old tine in the 50's, and from

hi storical records, he gave a brief outline of the | ogging history of the
Garcia: 1890's -- went up Main Stemand up the North Fork to current THP #105.
Cat logging started in 1950, but not nuch real activity until 1954. Al the
logs at that tinme were haul ed east to Ukiah and O overdale. The |and
use was still the sane at that tinme with nostly | arge bl ocks of |and
managed by tinber conpanies and ranchers. In the 1950's they cut

hi gh graded Redwood, Douglas Fir and Sugar Pine —there was no market
for low quality tinber. They tried to utilize every thing they cut
but they tried to take only the higher grade trees.
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The only mll he can renenber in the drainage in 1955 was Alder MI| just above
Eureka HII Bridge on the Garcia. MII Dwas built in the early 1960's strictly
for 2 x 4's (snall diameter trees, nostly Doug Fir). This was | ocated j ust
upstreamfromthe confluence of Signal reek and the Garci a.

In 1955 @ acey's MII was built on the south side across fromQ@aphite QO eek,
and it handled lower quality | ogs. These are the only mlls he remenbers on the
Garci a.

Don has slides/pictures of MII D being construct ed.

Hol low Tree sold to Longviewin the late 1960's. Hollow Tree retai ned cutting
rights for 10 years, and finally relinquished cutting rights in 1975. MII D
was dismantled in 1975. Lots of people lived at the mlIl in bunk houses and
trailers.

Don was not actively involved with Longview, but he |ooked at alnmost every
tinber sale they put up -- he actually was involved, but in |ooking at the |and
for other clients who were interested in buying.

The Longvi ew program when the narket was right for sales, they nade sales to
cover road i nprovenent and taxes. They cut pretty much like R& J is cutting
-- residual and thinning, except for those tines when the narket was not up for
specific trees and then they did not cut. They cut a hi gher percentage of
redwood because the narket was hi gher and nore stable for redwood. Tractor

l ogging really abused streans and snal |l er watercourses during the 1950's. The
trees were top large to longline out of steep canyons, so they were ski dded
down into the creeks and pul I ed out.

Don feels the worst overall years for logging practices were 1956 and 1957, and
that things have been inproving since then.

During the 1950's they first |ogged in the upper ends of the drainage, and then
noved down the drainage (fromeast to west). Logs were haul ed i nto d overdal e.
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Goastal P ywood Co-op broke the land into 4 units for sale:

1) North Fork Garcia -- bought by Hol I ow Tree

2) Woper Main Garcia (bel ow I nnan) -- bought by A overdal e Redwood, whi ch was
connected to Hol | ow Tree.

3) Inman O eek -- bought later by Hollow Tree
4) Qurrent LP holdings -- bought by D ck Hol mes, an early proponent of second
growt h redwood.

Because | ogs cane east to Wkiah and doverdal e, they cut the upper reaches
first and noved towards the coast. The first cut of nodern | ogging on the
Garcia ran from1950 to 1963, with nost cut from 1954 to 1961.

There were sone |arge tan oak, but few stens per acre before | ogging. There
was | ots of huckl eberry brush anway fromthe creeks and al der near the creeks
and other wet areas. There was lots of brush on the north side of the North
Fork. What was a brushfield in the 1950's is tinber today. There are lots nore
stens per acre now

Around the turn of the century L.A Wite had a mll on the Garcia R ver about
1 mle above the North Fork, and cruised the tinber in the N Fork
& on sone of the main stem

Hammond, Jensen, Wl |l an crui sed i n 1952-53.

Don has the first topo from21950 and will let us copy if we need it. He has no
old aerials. He has sone old photos fromthe 1920 s.

Don t hi nks Hanmond, Jensen, Wl | an shoul d have ol d aeri al s.

Don knows the old Hol |l ow Tree owner who lives near himand is sure he woul d
sign a release for us to see the phot os.

Q "If you could do anything, what..... e
A Don feels good about R & J's stewardship, but cost factors limt the anount
of restoration work the conpany can afford. He al so feels they could do nore
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restoration work if it wasn't such a hassle to deal with the agencies. He
would like to see nore restoration work done.

He doesn't |ike to see CDF push md-slope roads for cabl e | oggi ng and thi nks
they are disastrous for the steep slopes around here. He feels that md-sl ope
roads wll fail and cause nore probl ens than re-opening ol d roads al ong

st reans.

Furt her Questions for Don:

Q Wat do you know about the history of Pardal oe O eek? Loggi ng, ranching,

| and ownership, fishing, etc?

Q Can you draw on the North Fork Map the extent of the North Fork that was
originally logged in the late 1800's and early 1900 s?

Q Can you renenber and roughly draw the way the North Fork was | ogged in the
1950' s?
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