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Sept enber 29, 1989

M. Kevin MCoy

c/o GQualala River Alliance
P. 0. Box 484

Gual al a, CA 95445

Dear M. MCoy:

This is in response to your |etter concerning human activities
in the Gual al a-Garcia river watersheds and their effects on fish
and wildlife. The Departnent of Fish and Gane is actively

gat heri ng background fishery information on these drainages to
enabl e us to nake informed recomendati ons on future proposed

| and activities.

Qur files indicate the Garcia and Gual ala river system were
subj ected to sonme of the nobst damaging | oggi ng shows in the
early 1950's and periods previous to the 1950's. In sonme cases,
the streans were buried in ten feet of silt and cull |ogs. For
exanmple, in the notes taken of an August 18, 1964 stream survey
of the South Fork of Fuller Creek it states, "The streamis
alnost a total log jam consisting of large |ogs, slash, and
debris from |l ogging operations. There are over 40 parti al
barriers present. The entire South Fork is heavily polluted by
| oggi ng damage."” Since that tinme, the streanms have begun to
recover. |In sone areas, the streanbed has cut through up to ten
feet of sedinment, etc.

On August 2 and 3, 1989 Associate Fishery Biologist Bill Cox and
Envi ronment al Servi ces Supervisor Theodore Woster carried out
el ectrofishing efforts on the South Fork, North Fork, and the

Mai n Branch of Fuller Creek.

One electrofishing station was |ocated on the main stein of
Full er Creek just upstream of the ford on the entrance road from
the Holl owtree store and the county corporation yard. A second
station was | ocated on the South Fork of Fuller Creek upstream
of the confluence of the North Fork. A third station was

| ocated on the South Fork just upstreamof the falls (a conplete
barrier to the passage of steelhead), and a fourth station was
| ocated on the North Fork just upstream of the confluence with
t he Sout h Fork.
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In all the stations, except upstreamof the falls on the
Sout h Fork, they found young-of-the-year and age 1+

st eel head, western roach, and three-spined stickleback. In
t he South Fork upstream of the North Fork, they found one
prickly scul pin. Above the falls on the South Fork, they
found only resident rainbow trout. Yellow | egged frogs were
abundant at all the stations as were a variety of aquatic

i nvertebrates, including freshwater snails, water striders,
wat er pennies, stone flies, and caddis flies. Aquatic food
producti on appeared to be very good.

Thr oughout nost of Fuller Creek, the banks are relatively

unst abl e and support very little riparian vegetation. As
menti oned earlier, surveys in the early 1960's found a | arge
nunmber of log jams in the stream Mst of the |og jans have
washed out or been renoved, and the trapped sedinent in md-
channel has washed downstream Mich of the stream bank,
however, still shows signs of the trapped sedi ment which forns
t he unstabl e and scarcely vegetated bank. The few renaining

|l ogs fromthe old jams now formthe primary structure for fish
habitat in the stream

A significant feature of Fuller Creek is the old | ogging road
whi ch now provi des the only access to the devel opnment in the
Full er Creek watershed. This road is built immediately

adj acent to the bank of the creek and severely limts the
potential for devel opnment of streansi de vegetation.

Mai nt enance of the road probably contributes significant
gquantities of fine sedinment to the creek.

The steel head popul ation estimtes, per 100 feet of stream
based on this survey are: 82.7 in the nmainstemof Fuller Ceek
53.2 in the South Fork of Fuller Creek upstream of the North
Fork confluence, 17.5 in the South Fork above the falls, and
82.2 in the North Fork just upstreamor the South Fork

confl uence.

These popul ation data represent only the specific sites sanpled
whi ch may, or may not, be representative of the entire reach.
It is also inportant to point out that the young steel head were
found nostly in close association with structural elenents
(usually large pieces of wood) which were found at irregul ar
intervals along the stream Mst of the space between these
structural elenments were shall ow, unshaded, and popul ated mainly
by the western roach and stickl eback. Any particular |ocation
could have nore or |ess habitat than the sites chosen for

sanpl i ng.
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Because of the inportance of |arge woody debris as fish habitat
(there is virtually no other fish habitat in Fuller Creek) and
because of the benefits provided by the | arge woody debris in
sl owi ng the downstream novenent of the trapped sedi nents and
stabilizing the banks of the stream very careful consideration
shoul d be given to the potential inpacts of renoving any "I og
janms. "

The Departnment will be continuing to nmonitor Fuller Creek to
assess any inpacts fromthe current logging. In addition,

per manent sanpling stations are being set up in the North Fork
Garcia River in cooperation with R& Lunber Conpany and the
North Coast Water Quality Control Board. 1In 1990, we plan on
re-exam ni ng and expandi ng the stations that were not set up in
the remai nder of the Garcia drainage in the summer and fall of
1987. W appreciate the concern which you and your organi zation
have shown in this watershed and hope to involve you and/ or
other private individuals in our future sanpling prograns.

Si ncerely,

rian duntaer
3210ﬂdl danager

"EJ.J ..‘.
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