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FI ELD NOTE
N casi o O eek
Marin County

May 19, 1965

The streamwas checked in the vicinity of the recent pollution fish kill for a
presence of fish. In two hundred yards of stream 12 fish about 2 inches | ong

wer e observed. They appeared to be silver salnon. No larger fish were seen. The
fish were quite scarce. Estimated flow 3/4-1 cfs. Imrediately bel ow here, at the
junction of the tributary fromthe Hward Ranch, young sal noni ds were abundant .
Twenty to twenty-five were counted in one twenty-foot-long pool. Water is clear

in the Howard Ranch tributary, flowing 1/4 cfs. Water is turbid and brownish in
the main stream Cause unknown.

In the Howard Ranch tributary, fish were fairly abundant. Approxinmately 10 per

pool. A small log jamexists 50 yards above the nmouth. It is not serious,
however. There is a good gravel bottom although the stream appears only
noderat el y productive. A few stickl ebacks seen. No yearling fish were seen. God
shel ter, pool-riffle conbination.

An interesting bedrock di ke outcropping exists on the north side of the stream

about 1/4 mle upstream This is a beautiful little streamrunning through a

redwood forest, largely unspoiled by nan over the past 40 to 50 years. It was

| ogged in the early days, but the second growth are nowtrees 1 to 2 feet in

di aneter. The streamis nmeandering with good shelter in undercut banks. G avels
are good, but wth a fair anount of sand intermxed. Qhe half mle upstreamis a
remmant of an ol d rock masonry damnow at streanbed grade. A | arge pool is bel ow.
Two trout 8 and 10 inches | ong were seen. The stream makes a distinctive oxbow
at this point. Above the oxbow, young one-inch |ong sal moni ds were noted from a

| ate hatch. They were probably steel head. The habitat still |ooks good but fish
are | ess abundant in this upper section.

Three quarters of a mle upstream the streamforks. The north or east branch is
nore open while the south or west branch is still in dense shade. In the area j ust

bel ow the junction, fish were scarce. North or east branch--estinated flow 1/4 cfs.
A jeep road cones in fromthe north to this junction. It has a wllow |lined bank,
the bottomis algae covered. It |ooks good but no fish seen. Went up 1/4 mle,
stream open, oak grass hillsides on north. Probably goes dry in sumer or at nost a
few standing pools. No sign of habitation.

The south or west branch—estimated flow 1/4 cfs. Small, narrow, about 4 feet
aver age w dt h—average depth 4-5 inches. Wl | shaded, good gravel bottom A few
sal noni ds seen, but scarce. Perhaps 1 per 100 feet. N ce redwood forest. Ad road

parallels the streambut is washed out at crossings. One small log jam1l/4 mle
above the confluence of the two forks. It is not inpassible, however, and only 3-4
feet high.
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