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DEVI LS QULCH CGREEK
FI ELD NOTES Marin County

July 4, 1953. H ked upstream approxi nately one mle above the nmouth. The stream neanders
through a well shaded area. Average width 4 ft, depth 4", estimated flow 1/4 c.f.s.
Rubbl e, gravel, bedrock bottom God spawni ng areas were noted. The streamis wel |l shaded
with bay and al der trees. A stable bottomexists "with no evidence of heavy runoff.
Juvenile silver salnon 2 to 3 inches |ong abundant; for exanple, 25 to 30 were counted in
single small pools. They were well distributed throughout the stream The value of this
streamis prinmarily as a spawning and nursery tributary for silver sal non and possibly
SH Fishing use is undoubted y neager and probably linmted to the first few weeks of each
season. It is doubtful if a closure is even necessary. Station readings one mle
upstream air tenp. 87° F., water tenp. 66°F., 2 p.m, clear, warm Aquatic foods good to
excel lent. Caddis | arvae were nmost abundant with some Mayflies present. — Bvans

Jan. 27, 1954. Visited Devil's Qilch Greek, Taylor State Park, wth Daggett to observe
silver salmon and to take pictures. A though Lagunitas O eek was high and extrenely
turbid due to construction activities at Big Carson Dam subject creek was |owand clear.
About 30 SS were seen, two pairs of which were engaged in rather weak spawni ng
activities. BHeven of the SS appeared to be 3-4 I b. precocious nal es. About a dozen
carcasses were al so seen. Overcast skies and shyness of the fish resulted in the photos
being too poor for nuch use. Avisit to this sane creek only a few days |ater by Evans
di scl osed not hing but dead fish. —HE P./mm No young fish were seen.

Jan. 30, 1954. Examned |lower 1/4 mle section of streamabove the nouth. Estinated
flowl 1/2 - 2 c.f.s. Evidence of fairly heavy runoff during last storm |In 1/4
mle an estimated 40-50 carcasses of silver sal non observed. Mdst, if not all, had
died during the past week. Only 3 live salnon were noted. - WAE mm

April 24, 1954. A check was nmade of the lower half mle of this stream Al though
young of the year are present in fair nunbers they do not appear as abundant as | ast
year. WAE/ nm

June 2, 1955. H ked up Devils Qulch Greek fromnouth to headwaters this date. Data
collected as follows: Zero to 1/2 mle: bedrock-gravel bottom good spawning areas,

wel | shaded, est. flow 1/2-1 c.f.s.; well covered slopes with bay, fern, fir and

nmapl e; watershed stable; small fingerling silver sal mon abundant, 50 to 100 seen in
one snall pool; water: clear, cold;, ideal pools and gravel area; silver sal non 2-3'
I ong conmon; steel head 1-2" long al so present. Road parall el s streamthroughout Sate
Park area. Streamwel| posted under fish enclosure. The entire streamconsists of
excel lent gravel, rock, riffle areas interspersed with small pools. Average width 5
ft., depth 8-10". Food: good. In the upper portion of this section the streamw nds
down through 6-8 ft. banks, sone are eroding quite badly. A few carryover fish seen.
1/2-1 mle: Qadient flatter, still good spawning areas, several spring seepages

noted. Vél| posted. More bank erosion noted, inprovenent possibly can be nmade.

VMt ercress bed seen along margin. Stickl eback present.

1-2 mles: Approx. 1 mle upstream a snall tributary comes in fromthe south; it is
too snall and steep to be of fisheries value. Est. flowof tributary .1 c.f.s., Est.

flownain stream .5 c.f.s. ne and one-half mles up fromnouth, a second snal |

tributary cones in fromthe south, est. flow.1 c.f.s. No fish present. A ong nain
streama few |large carryover trout 5to 6" in length are seen in the deeper pool s.

Cattle trails abundant along streamnargin. At one and three-quarters niles above
mouth, a snmall tributary cones in on the north side. Just above this point is a good
site for a snall one-acre lake. At approx. 2 nmles the road crosses the streamfrom
the north side over to the south side.

(Qver)



June 2, 1955. (conti nued)
At 2to 2-1/4 mles is a fence line which marks the State Park boundary. Just above this a snall

tributary comes in fromthe north. The streamis still of the sane general character throughout but
sonewhat snaller. The south slope is well covered, with the north slope open, grassy areas. A appr ox.
2-3/4 mles is a mjor fork of the stream Fish are still present at this junction point in fair

nunbers. The south' fork is flowi ng approx. .3-.4 c.f.s. The main fork, or North Branch, is flowi ng

approx. the sane. - No barriers noted to date.

South Forks: about 1/4 mle above forks is a debris jam no fish noted above this point. Renoval of jam
woul d be sinple with ax. About 1/2 nile upstreamis second forking; did not go above this point as

streamis snall and of little value to fishlife. S nce suitable area above jamis so small, rermoval not

r econmended.

North Fork; This is the main canyon, although the streamis quite snall. The character is the sare,

wi th fish abundant. One-quarter nile above the forks, a small tributary cones in fromthe south; at one-
half nile above forks is a small, natural falls barrier. The nain barrier is approx. 6 feet high through
a green type of rock. There are also two smaller barriers immediately below No fish were seen above
this point. The streamabove the barrier is so snall that it is not worth considering renoval of these
barriers; at least not for the present. It night open at the nost an additional one-half nile of stream
It is questionable whether summer water flows are too stable in this area.

CGENERAL:
There are about 3 mles of good streamavailable. Limting factors are lowwater fl ons and a possi bl e
food shortage when fish are concentrated. There is an eighth to one-quarter mle section of streambank
which is badly eroded and mght offer possibilities for inprovenent. Consider tal king to the State Park
peopl e about installing this sign:
"DEM LS GLCH CREEK | S AN | MPCRTANT SPAVIN NG AMD NURSERY STREAM FCR SI LVER SALMON AND STEELHEAD. ENDOY
THEM BUT DO HOT D STURB THEM THEY WLL SGON M GRATE TO THE OCEAN AND RETURN THREE TO FOR YEARS LATER
AS ADULT FI SH WE GH NG FAOUR TO S| X PAUNDS. "

—WAE "m

Qct. 4, 1956: Division of Beaches & Parks personnel were contacted this date and inforned of the snall
log Jamformng on subject creek approxi mately 100 ft. above cul vert. They agreed to renove same before
w nter runoff. WAE dk



