March 26, 1979
TO Phil Baker
From J. Rowell, Jr.

Subj ect: Stream Cl earance, East & M ddl e Branch,
Russi an Gul ch

I n August 1978 the | ower one mle sections of the East
and M ddl e Branches, Russian Gulch were wal ked out by
Rowel | and Snyder. Five log janms (all conplete
barriers) and two rock falls were found in the Mddle
Branch. O the 1.6 mles suitable for fish habitat
only .3 mles are presently available. It will take a
CDC (California Departnent of Corrections) crew using
hand | abor and chain saws and estinated tea 15 working
days to renove these jans.

On the East Branch, seven jans (5 conplete barriers)
were found. Only .3 mles of the total 2.6 nmles
avai l able fish habitat are accessible now. It is
estimated that CDC crew wi |l need 34 21 working days
to renmove these jans. Travel tine fromthe Black M.
Conservation Canp to the project is approxi mtely one
hour round trip.

This project will consist of renoving |og janms and
nodi fying the two existing falls. Most of the | og jans
will be renpoved by cutting |ogs into short sections
and either placed above the thigh water mark or burned
on a gravel bar. The ashes will also be deposited
above the high water mark. One jam on the M ddl e
branch and two on the East branch can be nore
efficiently broken up using explosives. The CDC crew
can then di spose of the debris in the regular way. In
a tel ephone conversation, M. Toney Duckworth, CDF
supervi sor at the Black M. Conservation Canp,
indicated it would be early Novenber before a CDC crew
woul d be avail able for stream cl earance worKk.



The CDC crew is available at no cost to, the Dept. of
Fish and Gane for |abor. However, it has been
requested that we replace sone cutter bars and chains
for the chain saws used by the crew

Land owners, for the nost part, are in favor of this
project. Witten perm ssion forns and a letter of
explanation will be sent to each | and owner as soon as
the forns are avail abl e.

We received a verbal OK from the Regional Water
Quality Control Board after giving thema slide
presentation of the project. However, we wll send
them a copy of our project and a request for a

cat egorical exemption from CEQA.



