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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY

NAME:. WEST BRANCH, RUSSIAN GULCH CREEK COUNTY: Sonoma
Lower
STREAM SECTION: 14 mi. From: Mouth To: 15-foot bedrock fals LENGTH: 1.4 mi. .
TRIBUTARY TO: Russian Gulch Creek Twpr. 7N R:. 12w Sec: 2
OTHER NAMES: Not known RIVER SYSTEM ; Russian Gulch

SOURCESOF DATA:  Personal observation and persond interviews with loca resident.

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - West Branch, Russian Gulch Creek surveyed on
Loindlude: Name of Surveyor, Date, Ete foot fromnouth to 15-foot falls, total distance of 1.4 niles, on 22
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS July 1965 by Bill Stout.

O g oo SCRIPTION LOCATION — West Branch of Russian Gulch flows into Russian Gulch
Immediate Drainage Basin at a point .3 mles fromH ghway 1 on Charles Ranch road, where
Altitude (Range) Charl es Ranch road joins Sononma Coast Associates' road; Charles
‘[’)Veigm Ranch road connects with Highway 1 3.7 miles north of Jenner and .5
Flow (Range) mles north of the Russian Gulch crossing of H ghway 1.
paocity RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS — Contributes winter and sumrer flow to
gpogrsmingAreas Russi an Gul ch Creek and provides .8 nmle of good spawni ng and
Shelter nursery grounds.
parriere. GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON -

Temperatures Wat ershed and | medi ate Drai nage Basin — Size: 3.4 square mles,
Aquatic Plants no current |ogging, |ogged 1955-1956, stable, bow -shaped channel,
piinier Conditions U-shaped canyon, streamflowing from Smith Ri dge southeast 2.8

e T AND SUGCESS nmles, sout h .6 m les then .6 mles sout heast . _ Topogr aphy and

OTHER VERTEBRATES vegetation. Section 1 (fromnouth to first tributary west .6

B AL USE mles) steep 65 degree noth sl ope, 45 degree sout_h sl ope, U shaped

ACCESSBILITY canyon, grass covered summts, 50 per cent vegetation (_commn)

POSTED OR OPEN coverage al ong streans (redwood, big leaf maple). Section 2 (from

AR NG junction of first tributary west .7 mles upstrean) noderate 50

GENERAL ESTIMATE degree sl opes, U shaped canyon, 60 per cent vegetation coverage

QEE?yHM;QEEDMA“AGEME“T (big leaf maple trees dom nant, redwood, horsetail, ferns, oaks).

REFERENCES AND MAPS Altitude — At nmouth 50 feet, at upstreamfish limt 450 feet.

Gradient — 357 feet per nile in surveyed area.

Wdth — Average 5 feet with range from2 feet to 20 feet.

Depth — Average 3 inches with range from2 inches to 2 feet.

Fl ow — One cubic foot per second.

Vel ocity — Gentle.

Bottom — 40 per cent rubble, 45 per cent gravel, 8 per cent sand, 2 per cent silt, 5 per

cent boul ders.

Spawni ng Areas — 60 per cent of the stream suitable for spawning.

Pools — Caused by boulders, log jans; good ratio of pools to riffle area 50 to 50. The

pool s were continuous.
Shel ter — Dom nance of boul ders and rubbl e.



West Branch of Russian Gul ch Creek
Sonoma County (conti nued) -2-

Food — Caddis fly larvae on rocks 20 per sq. feet good. Stone fly larvae on
undersi de of rocks 15 per square feet good.

Barriers — Partial, log jans Nunmber 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.
Total log jans Nunmber 6, 9, 10, 11. Natural rock barrier Number 17, 15-foot
bedrock falls upper fisheries linit.

Di versi ons — Not known.

Tenperatures — Maxi num 100-foot from nouth upstream at 1400 on July 22, 1965
air 70 degrees Fahrenheit water, 60 degrees Fahrenheit Weather fair, calm

Al titude 50 feet.

Aquatic Plants — Al gae grows on surface near nouth rare
Wnter Conditions — Three feet to four feet above sumer |evel
Pol | uti on — None not ed.

Springs — None noted.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — SH 90 per cent, range 1% i nches-8 inches,
average 3 inches, nunber per 100 square feet 75. SS 10 per cent, range
2-4 inches, average 3 inches, nunber per 100 square feet 2. Cottid
range 2 inches, average 2 inches, number per 100 square feet 1.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, toads, newts, snhakes.

FI SHING I NTENSITY — M. Black reports light fishing.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES - Private picnic ground.

ACCESSI BI LI TY — Accessible at the mouth by Charl es Ranch road which
joins to Highway 1 3.7 niles north of Jenner. Key to gate at entrance
obtai nabl e from Bl ack. (at Charles Ranch). Also accessible at nouth by
Sonoma Coast Associates' road 2.6 niles north of Jenner. Key nay be
obtained fromWR. Johnson on top of hill south of gate.

OWNERSHI P — George Bl ack

POSTED OR OPEN — Posted, but Black stated that closure was |oosely
enf or ced.

| MPROVEMENTS — Cl earance of 16 |og jans.

PAST STOCKI NG — Not known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — West Branch, Russian Gulch has excell ent spawning
gravels, well stabilized in streanbed, good nursery potential because of
desirabl e sumrer water tenperatures and anplitude of food. Above upper
fish limt the boulders and scarcity of spawning gravel and steep

gradi ent renders this section undesirable.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - Renpval of 16 log jans from nouth to bedrock
falls 1.4 mles upstream from nout h.

SKETCH MAP — See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS — One USGS 7 1/2 Mnute Series (1944) scale 1 to
31,680. Arched Rock Quadrangle. One USGS 7 1/2 Mnute Series (1943)
scale 1 to 24,000. Fort Ross, California. One Division of Forestry map
1956.

Bill Stout/bc
7/ 26/ 65
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