4 RESOURCES AGENCY - DEPARIMENT OF FISH AND GAME 77 7 - ,
ittachment No. 1 o /, e T,
INITIAL REPORT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE LOSS MEiI 17 =

GGRPER SULPHAT
CAUSE: DIsSkase |/ / PESTICIDES l_~] POLLUTION OTHERS OR UNKNOWN f /

L0SS: FISH /XX7 BIRDS [T MAMMALS [/
IN:  WILD POPULATIONS /[X&/ ~ INSTALLATION /[ /
¥
Fish and Geme Region III County Mendocino Specific Location Soda Creelk,

2 tributary to Anderson Cresk (one of three trib. forming the Navarre River), Specific
location: Just South of Hwy 253 approX. & mi. Zast of Boonville, C=21if,

Dete of First Loss Unknown, discovered on 5=1le72 {first loss probably 5.7-72)

Loss First Reported By 9Jack June Boonville, Calif. On 5=11.72

Name Address Date

L0SS DUE TO:

/ / PESTICIDE: (Describe type, rate and purpose of application, size of areas treated)

/=] POLLUTION (Describe type, source, cclor, odor, etc.)Copper Sulphate spplication %o
stream in very larze dose.
/ / DISEASE: (Name if known, or symptoms)

[/ UNKOWN: (Deseribe circumstances of loss)

The loss was reported by Mr. Jack JUNE of Boonville on 5=11-72. He stated that it was
observed by o fisherman (hknknown) end related to him on 5~10=7/2. Investigation showed
that nearly all if not all of the fish (rainbow trout) in the stream were killed from
point of intro., of pollutant (Copper Sulphate) downstresm for at least 1.5 miles,

ANTMAL KTLL INFORMATION: (List species and size range. Put estimated number/species
** It is belisved that sev%%ﬁp%ﬁﬁgﬁt%a‘?%gw trout £ry and Juveniles were 2lso killeds
Spacies Killed Size Numbers
' 1-50 51-100 121-500 501-1000 1000+ 10,000+
Rainbow trout 11124 §2)
‘ W ¢ BeI0T | (50)

" v >=8" "1 (&) |
™The above only Indicaces Lhose |TiSR either pecoversd or observed on thisjdate.

EVIDEMCE OBTAINED: (To whom did you deliver the samples)
/=X] veste sample (Pollutant) To be delivered to diseass & food hablits lab, Sacto.
w B L [ [} )

[ﬁ"/ Water samples

PIUS one dead LX0g to be
3 delivared to Sacto Labe

/2Z]  Animel samples (fish,
[/ Other (describe}

Nare and address of person or firm velicved responsible: ‘re Se Soyster, San Franclsco
(permanent residence) and oyster Ranch, Hwy 2 §3 neax BoonviIIIv osu Sdaa Cresxs

£, Hosenthal, Foreman of Soyster Ranch,
, 9‘( '
e 173 T TENIS72 7/ Ko n, Fish & Game Warden

{Date of observation) {Submission of report) (Neme of reporter)
R R S e o o o
FOR REGIONMAL OFFICZ USE

Vame and address of additional witnesszeus:

C*'t‘:z.er agencies contactzd:
you plan & a'n'tu onal lavestiganions on
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State of Cdifornia The Resources Agency

Memorandum

To . Didrict Attorney Duncan James Dae May 11, 1972
Mendocino County

From : Depatment of Fish and Game
WadenK. L. Ban - Ukieh

Subject : Pollution of Soda Creek with resultant fish kill.

At approx. 8:00 AM, date, | recelved ateephone cal from Jack June of Boonville. He

stated that he had been told of akill or die-off of rainbow trout on Soda Creek below the dam
on the Soyster Ranch on Hwy 233 near Boonville. | advised him that | would investigate the
Stuation immediately.

Upon arriving on the scene, | observed a bright greenish-blue patch flocked looking
materid in Soda Creek at the point of the confluence of Bell Valey Creek. | obtained a
sample of this materia from thispool. | then proceeded to examine the area around the
pond impounded by the summer dam on the ranch but, found no deed fish a that location until
later intheday. Next, | ingpected the area of the stream below the dam, and began to find
numerous dead rainbow trout, varying in size from 5to 12 inchesin length.  Altogether, in
the ensuing hours, | counted 58 dead fish in pools in the stream from apoint approx. 300
yrds. below the dam downstream for approx. 1.5 miles. In addition to this| found no
young rainbow trout fry or juvenile fish, which had been very abundant in this section of

the creek when | checked it gpprox. 1 week ago. | found nothing dive in the stream
except afew frogs and did find two dead frogsin the poolsaso. | collected atota of 38
of thesefish at thistime, but could not reach dl of them as some were in deep pools.

| returned to the house of the foreman of the Soyster Ranch, Mr. Elton Rosenthal. He

dated that he would tell me "off the record”, that the ranch owner, Mr. Soyster had put a
large amount of chemicd in the area behind the dam on Sunday, 5-7-72 at about noon,
attempting to prevent algae from forming in the water. | then called the Soyster homein

San Francisco and contacted Mrs. Soyster. | asked her if her husband Jim treated the
water with anything on Sunday 5-7-72. She stated that he had "Blue-stoned" the creek, to keep
agae from growing in the stream. | then advised her of the kill of fish in the stream, and

asked where the remainder of the chemical waslocated. She told meit wasin the Storage
shed behind the main ranch house and gave me permission to pick it up for examination

which | did. The materia was found to be Copper Sulphate, a very toxic chemica to
fighlifeif usad in any but very smdl amounts in weters containing fishlife. | asked her if

her hushand had consulted with an agricultura expert on the dosage to be used for this
purpose, and she stated that he had not.  She Stated that her husband was presently in Paris,
France, and would return in about two weeks. | asked her to have him call me at that time.

Severd photos were taken of the dead fish in the pools, and later in the afternoon,
Warden H. Fredericks joined me and we found severad more dead trout in the vicinity of
the pond impounded behind the dam.



State of Cdifornia The Resources Agency

Memorandum

To : Duncan James Date May 11,1972
District Attorney
Mendocino County

From : Department of Fishand Game
Warden K. L. Bain, Ukiah

Subject :  Pollution of Soda Creek with resultant fish kill.

Further questioning of Mr. & Mrs. Rosentha disclosed that both of them were present when the chemical was
placed into the stream, but both stated that they would not testify because they did not want to be dismissed
from their positions as caretakers of the ranch. As before stated in this report, however, Mrs. Soyster did
freely state what had transpired in the placing of the chemical into the stream and acted very concerned with
the devastating result.

The dead fish, a sample of the water in the location of the "flocked materid” in the bottom of the pond, and
two other upstream water samples as well as one from Hell Valley Creek are being preserved for evidence
and will be transported to the DFG Laboratory in Sacramento on 5-15-72 for post mortem on the fish to
determine the presence of Copper Sulphate in the tissues and a quantitative and quditative analysis of the
water and suspected pollutant samples.

At this point, there is no question in my mind that the kill of the fish which has aready occurred and may
continue to occur for some time happened as aresult of the placing into the waters of Soda Creek of avery
large quantity of Copper Sulphate by the owner of the ranch, Mr. Soyster.

A supplemental report will follow after contact with Mr. Soyster and after | receive the results of the lab tests.
There is no doubt in my mind that at that time, a complaint should issue against Mr. Soyster, charging him
with aviolation of Section 5650 of the Fish & Game Code.

The Mendocino County Public Health Dept. was aso contacted and Mr. Jarry Davis of that office took
samples of the stream water below the point of discharge of the suspected pollutant.

Taspeetfclly oubholiiited,
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