SCANNED FOR KRIS

CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM No 1
NAME Big Sal mon Creek COUNTY Mendoci no
Appox.
STREAM SECTION  Entire FROM To LENGTH 6 m.
TRIBUTARY TO Pacific Ccean Twp 16N R 17W SEC 28
OTHER NAMES  Unknown. RIVER SYSTEM Self or Big Sal non

SOURCESOF DATA Personal survey on foot
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The entire creek and its tributaries were

B N te, Efc. wal ked out by Fish and Gane Assistant, Janes Crowdus, and Fish and
A O 10 OTHER WATERS Gane Seasonal Aid, Jack Santos, a distance of a total 10 miles were
GVEVQF;*Q;DES@'PT'O’? surveyed on Cctober 6, 1961.

At (Range) oo LOCATION - Big Salnon Creek is |ocated approximately 18 airline nmiles south
@'ii‘fh'hem of the town of Fort Bragg on the Mendocino County coast.

ZZ;&(Range) RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - A good steel head and silver sal non spawni ng and
Veloci . . . .

ggnor%/ . nursery stream for the Mendocino coast. This is entirely a separate

awnin reas . . . . .

Pods ? drainage flowing directly to the Pacific Ocean.

Baries GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed - Big Sal non drains approximately 15
Tempersiures square mles. The watershed is typically east to west in its flow,

Aquatic Plants | medi ate Drai nage Basin - Big Sal mon runs through a U-shaped canyon. of
Palution second growt h conifer for a distance of 6 m. It has tributaries of
FISHESPRESENT AND SUCCESS fishery value contri bu_ti ng another_ 4 m, _to t he drai nage. The basin has a
FISHING INTENSTY AL Us gentle sl ope on each side of what is considered foothills. The creek runs
ACCESSIBILITY t hrough heavily tinbered country made up primarily of redwood, |arge
POSTED OR OPEN al ders, fir and brush. The upper section consists of dense vegetation in
A ST OCKNG e t he fprm of brush in anq al ong.the. stream | n rther meadowy (if one could
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT call it) neadows. The mid section is parklike with redwood and al der and
REFERENCESAND MAPS fir throughout—very clean. The | ower section is again open pasture and

relatively clear due to a |large burn 60-70 years ago.
The i medi ate creek area contains a profuse growh of alder, brush and wi || ow.

Al titude — Sea | evel

Gradient - The gradient is considered noderate to very slight, with an approxi nate average
of 6 ft. per 100. The tributaries have a steeper gradient of approximtely 15 ft, per
100 on an average.

Wdth - Range from2 ft. to 40 ft; average 10 ft,

Depth - Range fromdry at this date to 5 ft. deep; the average depth is 18 in,

Flow - Five gallons per mnute to 7 c.f.s. in range; the average is 5 c.f.s. at this date,
Vel ocity - Velocity is sluggish in the headwaters to generally sl ow throughout, A very
mld gradient is the cause for this effect,

Bottom - The bottomis primarily rubble and gravel, with scattered bedrock, silt and nud
t hroughout. The mid section of the streamis notably rubble and gravel whereas the upper
and | ower sections contained nore of the bedrock and silt; in the extrene | ower section
boul ders and coarse rubbl e was observed.

Spawni ng Areas - Headwaters consi dered poor - spawning gravel anmounting to only about 5%
M d and | ower sections were nost favorable for spawning with 50 to 70% area suitable.
Overall estimate is high; estinate 75% of this stream has gravel satisfactory for this
function.

Pool s - Pools are scattered in frequency. Total pools - estimate 1 to 2 per 150 ft,

Their size is 10 ft. long, 3 ft. wide and 1 ft. deep.




Bi g Sal mon Creek
Mendoci no County P-2

Shelter - The upper section is heavily vegetated above Donley Gulch. The md section is
park-like and relatively free of vegetation. The extrene lower nmle of Big Sal nobn has

very dense vegetation in and along the creek; estimate the total shelter for this

stream 70%

Barriers - One barrier observed consisting of a road crossing in the extrenme upper section.
Beyond that, no other barriers observed. Many | og jans have potential of becom ng barriers if
left to allow accunul ati on of debris. Diversions - None noted.

Tenperatures - The tenperatures ranged from54 °to 55° F. The air tenperature ranged from
60° to 70° F. The first tenperature was a water tenperature

Food - Food is considered adequate (Mayfly and various insects), but light in conparison

to other streans surveyed

Aquatic Plants - None observed.

Wnter Conditions - Wnter conditions believed to be three tinmes the present flow or

better, which would be approximately 15 c.f.s. The extrene headwaters show rapid run-off,
due to steep gulches and deeply eroded gullies. Estimate the stream depth an average of 2-
1/2 to 3 ft., with a width of approximately 20 ft.

Pol l uti on - None observed.

Springs - Springs and tributaries were nunerous. None of the springs had fishery survey

val ue. Several of the tributaries did have and are recorded under a separate survey and
barrier report,

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Steel head and/or rainbow trout averaging 2" in size with an
abundance of from 10 to 50 per 200 ft. in the md and | ower sections were observed. These fish
were in good condition; success was good; propagation - natural. Silver sal non were observed
in very light quantities in the nid and | ower sections (very difficult to identify and | ocate)
- estimate 1 to 2 per 100 ft. Good success; good condition; natural propagation good. The
extreme upper area is considered to have very poor fish popul ation due to dense in-stream
vegetation of grasses and snall stream area.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Deer, raccoon, domestic sheep and cattle were observed.

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY - None observed.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Recommend hunting, fishing (unless the streamis closed for nur-
sery and spawni ng area), hiking and canping. No recreational uses observed at this date

ot her than occasi onal canping debris.

ACCESSI BILITY - I mredi ate access to this streamis considered good; 75% of the streamis
accessible by foot. Access in extrene upper and | ower sections difficult due to considerable
i n-stream vegetation. Occasional old logging roads fromthe north side of the stream and
al ong the stream provi de excellent foot access, but only for very short distances can a
vehicle travel these roads. The best general access is considered 6 mi. up fromRoute 1 on
the Al bion Ridge road, then down 1-1/4 m . of dirt road; take the first fork to the right,

t hence about 3 blocks and you will conme to a flat. At this flat is the junction of Donley and
Bi g Sal non Creek.

OWNERSHI P - Ownership believed to be private in npost cases. The | ower section is under

the control of various |ogging conpanies and gypo | ogging operations are in progress in

a small area.

POSTED OR OPEN - No posting signs were observed except for several "no trespass" signs in
the extrene | ower section near Route 1.

| MPROVEMENTS - None not ed.

PAST STOCKI NG - None known; none not ed.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - The general estimate of Big Salnon Creek is that it is an excellent
spawni ng and nursery area for steel head and/or rainbow trout and silver salnmon. At present
there is less than 1/4 m. that is of fishery value fromthe Pacific Ocean. An extension of
approximately 10 mi. after log jam and barrier renoval project is conpleted, is possible.
Overall, this stream has about 60 to 70% of its area in park-like condition in a w de




Bi g Sal non Creek
Mendoci no County P-3

U-shaped valley with | arge redwoods in open, easy access area. An old skid road and/or a
| ogging railroad, in various stages of condition, parallels 90%of this stream access on
foot. The tributaries to this streamalso contribute to the fishery value; they
contribute approximately 4 m. of the 10 m. listed previously. The extrenme headwaters
of this creek are in a. marshy area conmposed of many alders with occasional fir and
redwood. Coming on. down, there is considerable in-streamvegetation to the point of the
junction with Donley Gulch. Fromhere the streamobtains its park-like condition which
progresses to a point approximately a mle or two fromthe Pacific Ocean. This mle or
two area is conposed of dense in-stream vegetation and pasture-|like area. Approxinmately
60 to 100 years ago, a forest fire cleared this area. There are nmany burnt stunps around
the surrounding terrain and much of the debris has been pushed into the stream causing
nunmerous log jans. The stream averages 10 ft. wide with a depth of 18 in. at this date.
The average flowis 5 c.f.s. Velocity is very sluggish due to its mld gradi ent of about
6 ft. per 100. The bottomis predom nantly rubble and gravel with occasional silt and
mud. Spawning area for the overall streamis estimted at about 75% Pools are scattered
in frequency; estimate 1 to 2 pools per 150 ft. Shelter is abundant in the form of
vegetation; estinmate 75 to 80% of this stream covered with vegetation. There was only
one barrier observed in the extreme upper section, caused by a road crossing; no
di versions observed. Food is considered adequate. Access is generally easy.
RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT -

1. | recommend that the jans listed on the jam barrier survey be renoved to
facilitate access to mgrating sal non.
2. | recommend a road or a. clearance project of the old logging railroad

and/ or | ogging road be exercised to allow easy accessibility to the
general public for canping, hunting and fishing.
3. If this streamis to be eventually used as an egg-taking station,
recommend that an egg-taking station be constructed at the extreme | ower
section of this stream
That the stream be closed to fishing.
Build the access road for creanmer chopping study and general access.
6. Build a fish collecting trap on the damitself.

s

Local residents speak of many salnon migrating in this streamin the old days (50 or 60
years ago). Their estimtes were in general, "You could walk across the streamon the
backs of the salnmon”. Fromthis information (general as it is) one can guess what fish-
ery value this stream once had,

I further recommend that any roads crossing this streamto other tributaries, or to the
extrene headwaters, be renmpved and elevated to a sufficient height to all ow passage of
driftwood and migrating fish

This conpletes the stream survey for Big Sal non Creek by Fish and Gane Assi stant,

Janmes Crowdus, Cctober 6, 1961

James Crowdus/ es

cc: James Crowdus



e
“_

-'/'F-F
[

i nd  CRAE pr

s :*h!ghaﬁllﬁlf_‘khrlu. ﬂ-l-j

776 X Krzw

S 27

AL

i i



