CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM NO.........
NAME ........... MILL CREEK..... ..o e COUNTY...coeeeenne MENDOCINO...........
STREAM SECTION....ENTIRE....FROM...HEADWATERS..........ccv.... To......Mouth........... Length..13 mi............
TRIBUTARY TO.....NaVamro RIVEN.......cccceieierececeeeeee e Twp..14N....R...15W......Sec...3......
OTHERNAMES.............. Nash Mill CreeK......cccceevvvviiiiinene RIVER SYSTEM.......... Navarro River.............
SOURCESOF DATA.....cceurunnae PErsonal SUNVEY DY FOOL. .......cc.ooiiiieiiieeeee e s
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - Nash M1l Creek and its trib-
Lopoude Nameof Surveyor. Date e | ut ari es were wal ked out by foot fromthe headwaters to the
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS nmout h by Seasonal Aid Bob Keller and Fish and Gane
G DESCRIPTION Assi stant Janes Crowdus on Septenber 24, 1962.
ImmediatoOranage Bas LOCATION - MII Creek is located approximately 4.3 mles
Cradient west of the town of Philo on State Route 128.
i RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - This is a nedi umsized stream
Vaaenge) of the Navarro drainage providing good spawni ng and
o 3 Arees nursery area and a large winter flow
Pools GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed - MII Creek and its
Barriers tributaries have a watershed of approximately 20 square
Temperatures mles.
homeic Plants | medi at e Drai nage Basin - Consist of a coastal transition
punter Conditions zone with rolling hills and v-shaped canyons. The soil is
Springs nostly shal e and bedrock and rubble. The donestic
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS . . . .
OTHER VERTEBRATES cultivation of the area is occasional apple orchard.
FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY . . . . .
OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE Veget ati on consi st of red-wood and fern association in the
OWNERSH P POSTED OR OPEN upper extreme head-waters of both MI|I Creek and its
AL tributary, Hungry Hollow Creek. This vegetation progresses
R ST e VEnT into bay, oak, alder, grass association in the md and
SKETCH AP | ower areas. Access through the streamat |ow water is
REFERENCES AND MAPS . :
consi dered easy for the entire stream
Altitude - MII Creek ranges from 250" above sea |level at the nmouth to

approximately 750" in the extrenme headwaters.

G adi ent - Considered steep in the upper area. It is estimated that 5%is 6
pl us per 50' of stream The mid and | ower area considered to be noderate with
a 6' rise per 200' of stream The gradient is considered consistent in all
areas below the series of falls on the MII| Creek.

Depth - FromO to 15 feet. The average depth is 6" on this date. Estimated
winter flows have a range of fromO to 25" averaging 4' deep.

Wdth - Ranges fromO0-30 with an average of 3' on this date. The wi nter nmarks
i ndicate a range from 0-30" averaging 12'.

Fl ow - Summer m ninmum 0-1/2 cfs, Mst flow was observed in the upper area
above the ml|l pond. The average present flow was |less than 1/4 cfs. Estinmated
maxi mum wi nter flows at 10 cfs during extreme high water.

Vel ocity - Cascading to sluggish at this date, averaging rapid throughout 20%
of the stream There are several falls in the headwaters.

Bottom - Coarse rubble is predom nant by 75%in the upper 1/2 of the stream
and the tributary. Coarse gravel to fine gravel predom nant by 75%in the

| ower half of the stream The entire area is interspersed with 25% sand and
25% bedr ock.

Spawni ng Area - The lower half of the tributaries and the main creek are
consi dered best areas for spawning, Estinmated 60% of this area is suitable.
This area is | oose gravel and rubble slightly silted in. The upper 1/2
estinmated at |east 10% suitable for spawning. Overall estimate of this stream
for spawning is fair to good especially in the lower and md sections.
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Pools - Ratio is 50% pools 50% riffles. The |lower half of MII Creek has pools
caused by rock and | arge boul ders. The average pool size is 3 long x 2' wde x
1' deep. Al pools are round or crescent shape. The pools in the upper half of
MIIl Creek are smaller and are caused by | og jans,

Shelter - Considered fair to poor; there is no shelter for nore than one fish
over 2" long in one pool or for nore than any fish 2" long. Shelter is caused by
undercut rock, banks or log jans. Estimate shelter to be 30% of the stream
Barriers - There are two conplete barriers at this tine on MII Creek and one on
Hungry Hol |l ow Creek, The first nmajor barrier on MII|l Creek consist of an earth
damto inmpound water for a m |l pond. This damis |ocated approximately 3 mles
fromthe nouth of MII Creek on the Nash MI| Road. The size of this damis 18
high x 20" long. The barriers at the headwaters of Hungry Holl ow Creek and M|
Creek consist of an 18" falls and a series of 6' falls respectively. Local
residents report that the ml|l pond dam washes away at high water every w nter.
There is no

facility for a fish |ladder at this damand the outlet flow is about 2' fromthe
top of the dam At the end of the potential fishery value on Hungry Hol |l ow Creek
there are two falls about a quarter a mle apart. These falls al so have a major
falls consisting of at least three 6' stair step rock configuration with a tota
hei ght of at |east 18 feet.

Di versions -There are three diversions observed in the area belowthe mll| pond
to the nouth. These diversions consisted of three siphons with a 2" dianeter
sucti on hose powered by a 1/2 h.p.gas and/or electric notor. It is believed these
di versions are for donestic use.

Tenperatures - The water tenperatures for the two days of this survey ranged from
52° F. to 60° F. The air tenperatures for the sane period of tinme ranged from 55°
F. to 70° F. at 1000 to 1500 hours.

Food - Consi dered adequate for | arge population of fish. Food is conposed of
caddis fly larvae and unidentified noll usk.

Aquatic Plants - Algae was relatively scarce and scattered existing only in an
occasi onal pool. Stream associ ated grasses such as horsetail, nbsses and ferns
were scattered but considered comon,

Wnter Conditions - Believed noderate to severe. Estimate a rather rapid runoff.
Local residents report winter flows are capable of noving |arge | ogs. Surveyor
does not feel the flows are sufficient enough to deter salnmon migration or
activity.

Pol | uti on - None observed although the mill pond dam wuntil the time sufficient
fl ow are strong enough to wash away or break the dam causes consi derable
siltation below the dam and | ocal residents report salnon activity not good at
this tine.

Springs - None observed on this date.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Steel head and/or rainbow trout. Their average size
was 2 inches. Their range size was 1/2" to 8", The abundance of this fish was
50/ 100" of streambelow the mll pond and 25/100' of streamin the area above the
m |1 pond. Success is considered good. Condition is good, natural propagation
good. There were no fish observed above the falls. Food and fish nobst conmon

bel ow the m |l pond dam Residents report good sal non activity during the w nter
flows.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Racoon, deer, donestic sheep.

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY - None observed. Consi derabl e poachi ng reported,

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES - None known due to the posting of the area.
ACCESSI BI LI TY - The headwaters and the lower 1/2 of the streamare easily
accessible by the MII Creek road or the Peachl and Road for the headwaters. There
are several scattered private jeep trails frequenting the streamfor short
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periods of time throughout the streambed. MIIl Creek road and MII Creek are
|ocated 4.3 miles west of the town of Philo on Route 128, Peachl and Road is

| ocated i medi ately west of Conn Creek on Route 128, Foot access in the sumer is
easy wal king down the center of the stream Walking tine is approximately 12
hours. The Peachl and bridge road has a | ocked gate approximately 2 mles fromthe
headwaters of MI| Creek, This | ocked gate belongs to the dow R dge Hunting O ub
in Anderson Valley. Access to the jeep trails is rather difficult due to the
nuner ous | ocked gates and nunerous owners of these | ocked gates.

OMERSH P - Private and commercial. The commrercial concern is Union Lunber

Co. of Fort Bragg. The private interests are Alex R Thomas of Ukiah and
James Nash of Santa Rosa, Joseph E. Banco from Philo, Joseph Pinoli also of

Philo and W M Reilly of Philo.

POSTED OR OPEN - This area is posted No Trespass, No Hunting by the afore-

menti oned owners.

| MPROVEMENTS - No inprovenents to the streamitself were observed. The |oca
terrain is currently being farnmed as apple orchards or for raising of donestic
sheep.

PAST STOCKI NG - None known or noted.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - M1l Creek wanders through heavily forested rolling hills with
V-shaped canyons. The major tributary to MI|l Creek are Hungry Hol | ow Creek and
two northwest tributaries |ocated below the m Il pond. Both of these tributaries
have nanmes of uncertain reliability. Near the center area of MII Creek there is
an abandoned mi |l pond and occupied m |l houses. Below this there are occasi ona
farmdwelling. This is the area of the farmdwellings near the State Route 128
whi ch crosses approxinmately one mle fromthe nmouth. The terrain in the md and
| ower section becones a grass-oak association. Scattered redwood and frequent
brush, scrub oak association line the entire streamand tributaries. The extrene
headwaters are forested with redwood, fir and fern. The earth mll pond damis a
maj or upstream barrier to fish mgration. This dam appears to cause a change in
the characteristic of the streamand fishery habitat above its location. This
earth damreportedly washes out every winter at high water. Three small 2" pipe
donestic water diversions exist belowthe mll pond, A series of falls in MII
Creek and two large falls in Hungry Hollow Creek at the upper potential fishery
val ue exist at approximately 8 mles fromthe nouth. Spawning is best in the area
below the m |l pond, The bottom here is | oose, coarse gravel covering 75% of the
stream Access is easy in the lower half of MII Creek via the Nash MII| road.
Headwat er access easy by Peachl and Road at Conn Creek, The wi dth of the stream
averages 12' at high water with a depth of 5 ' average in the winter. The stream
runs intermttent during the summer nonths. Water in the sunmmer tinme is nost
comon above the m Il pond. Food is considered adequate and fishes present were
St eel head and/ or rai nbow trout averaging 2" in length of good condition and

50/ 100" of stream Few fish were observed above the m || pond.

RECOVMENDED MANAGEMENT - Reconmend the few scattered | og jans and | oggi ng debris
be renoved t hroughout the MIIl Creek, Recomend the mll pond be permanently
renoved and/or facility be installed for increased water flow through the damto
facilitate washing and transporting of silt below the dam Install an access way
for upstreamfish mgration. Managenent of this stream should be spawni ng and
nursery Steel head and/ or rainbow trout. No nmeasure should be initiated in this
stream ot her than those nentioned. MII| Creek is of small noderately inportant
tributary to the Navarro drai nage because of its water flows and spawni ng and
nursery area.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - The U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Navarro Quadrangle, 1947
15-minute series map was used. Accuracy consi dered good.

Jim Crowdus & Bob Keller/cd 1-14-63
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