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Personal survey and resident in house near nouth of stream

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - This stream was wal ked out on foot by R More on
October 25, 1961 for a distance of approximately 0.7 niles.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Shearing Creek is a very minor steel head

and/ or rainbow trout spawning tributary to the Upper Rancheria Creek

drai nage. It contributes no sunmer flow and only nminor winter flowto
Rancheri a Creek.

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed & | medi ate Drainage Basin. - This

wat ershed is on the sout hwest slope of a noderate hillside, covered with
grass-oak | ocated approximately 4% air mles southeast of Boonville. This
wat er shed al so has |imted second growh redwood-fir.

The |l ower slope has irrigated pasture with fair shade and | oose, shallow
soil on top of bedrock. The streanbed is |ocated in an eroded gorge. This
area has been used as sheep pasture with no cultivated area in the
wat er shed. The i medi ate drai nage basin approximtely 1% mles |ong and %
mle wde.

Altitude - Mouth 700 feet. Headwater section 1500 ft.

Gradient - Moderate in | ower section, approaching steep in headwaters

ar ea.

Wdth - Riffle averaged 2 ft. ranged 0,5 ft. Pools averaged 3 ft. ranged
1 ft. to 10 ft, Streanbed averaged 18 ft.

Depth - Riffle averaged 3/4 inch, ranged 0-2 inches. Pools averaged

3 inches, ranged 0-6 inches. Streanbed averaged 10 ft. ranged

0-30 ft.

Flow - No sunmer flow except at springs in headwaters. Wnter flows exceed 18 inches in
depth during freshet. Present flow (2 weeks following 6-10 inch rain) estimated 1/2 cfs.
Vel ocity - Slow to noderate throughout.

Bottom - Appears in fair condition. Bedrock 20% boul der 15% rubble 15% gravel 20% silt
interm xed and in small beds 30% Noticeable amount of bedrock, boul der and | arge rubble.

Fairly consi stent

observed.

Spawni ng Areas -

and m xed throughout stream Bottom appears honogenous throughout area

Appear poor, estimated at |ess than 2% of streanbed. Area has small pools

and gravel beds badly silted in. Local resident reports little spawning.
Pools - Fair to good. Occupy approxi mtely 50% of stream Pools are small and nunerous in

bedr ock areas.

Pool s | ess frequent near nouth.

Shelter - Fair to good. Shelter conposed of boul ders add | arge rubble, however,
smal|l size of streamlimts the effectiveness.
Barriers-Bedrock barriers present approximately 0.3 nile upstreamon North Fork of



SHEARI NG CREEK P-2
Mendoci no

Barriers - Bedrock barriers present approximately 0.3 mile upstream on North Fork Shearing
Creek and approximately 0.4 niles upstream on South Fork of Shearing Creek. Mnor silted in
log jams | ocated downstream from these barrier holes.

Diversions - Two small diversions fromspring in the headwaters of the South Fork Shearing
Creek. These springs are used as domestic water supply and for sprinkler irrigation of

past ure.
Tenperatures - Thernoneter not avail abl e.
Food - Appears adequate. Caddis fly |arvae adequate to abundant, mayfly and ot her aquatic

i nsects present.

Aquatic Plants - Appear scarce to non-existent.

W nter Conditions - Appear noderate. Maxi num flow approxi mately 14 to 18 inches.

Pol | uti on - None observed, throughout area wal ked including sheep pasture.

Springs - Fair. Springs are good to fairly abundant in the headwater section. FlISHES
PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Fishes noted were RT-SH. Abundance appear to be rare (less than 3/100
ft. of streanm). Size range from 2-7 inches. Success of fish in stream appears good;

nat ural propagation not known.; believed poor. Local residents indicate few fish go
upstream duri ng spawni ng season. OTHER VERTEBRATES - Sheep, frogs, coon, deer

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY - Appears very light. Lack of fishing due to small size of fish and few
adul ts present.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Hunting believed to be only other recreational use.

ACCESSI BI LI TY - Accessible by car via State Hi ghway 128, approximately 4.5 nmiles south of
Boonville. Travel time from San Franci sco approxi mately 3 hours.

OMERSHI P - See attached map.

POSTED OR OPEN - This property is posted to trespass.

| MPROVEMENTS - Nunerous recent earth slides and probability of future slides render future
i mprovenents inpractical. PAST STOCKI NG - Not known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - Shearing Creek is a very mnor steel head/rai nbow trout spawning stream
Low water flows, probability of future land slides in the streamwth resulting siltation
of spawning areas |limt production. Present nmanagenent regul ati ons and enforcenment of this
stream appear adequate.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - (1) Recommend managenment of this stream for rainbow trout and/or
st eel head spawning as at present. (2) Recommend no stream clearance on this stream (3) No
downstream water release for this streamin future water applications.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - U. S. G S. advance sheet Fornbaun NE, Mendoci no County 7% m nute
series; USGS Fornbaun Quads. American Autonobile Assoc. map of Mendoci no County.

R Moore/cd 11-29-62
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