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and i nci sed near

its nouth.

EXTENT OF OBSERVATI ON - This stream was wal ked out by Bob Kell er
and Di ck Moore fromthe nouth upstream on foot to the headwaters
on Sept. 24, 1962

LOCATI ON - Beasl ey Creek enters Rancheria Creek opposite Hi ghway
128 approximately 4 1/2 air mles southeast of Boonville.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Beasley Creek is a small but relatively

i nportant spawni ng and, nursery stream for RT/SH and possibly SS in
the upper section of the Rancheria Creek drainage. This stream
contributes winter flow and sonme underground sunmer flow to the
Rancheri a Creek area. Beasl ey Creek conpares favorably with.
Yal e Creek and is superior to Shearing Creek and streans paralleling
Sheari ng Creek.

GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed & |nmedi ate Drai nage Basin -
Beasl ey Creek arises approximately 5 1/2 miles sout heast of

Boonvil | e. Several brandies join in the headwaters and flowin a
northerly direction relatively parallel with Rancheria Creek for
one nmile. This streamthen flows northeast, a short distance to
enter Rancheria Creek. Beasley Creek has a good second and/or third
growt h redwood stand in. headwaters area. The mid stream section has
relatively steep slopes of grass and inter-mttent brush. This area
has porous soil 1 to 8 feet in depth over bedrock shale. Many old
and relatively new slash were noted in this area. This area is used
for sheep pasture. This drainage is approximtely two miles |ong
and 1-1/2 mle wide with 1 1/2 square niles of drainage; the stream

channel is bow -shaped in the headwaters section
Overburden is present in the |lower section to an

estimated depth of 3 to 6 feet.

Altitude - Altitude at nouth, 685 feet, headwaters

1, 000 f eet.

Gradient - Overall gradient 3.2 feet per 100 feet. Gradient mld in downstream
section, nmoderate in md and upper section.

Wdth - Streanmbed average 15 feet, ranged 2-20
ranged 1-6 feet.

feet; pools averaged 3 feet,

Ri ffl es averaged 2 inches, ranged 0-1 % feet (riffles scarce).

Depth - Streanbed averaged 4 feet ranged 0-8 feet. Pools averaged 1-6 inches.

Maxi mum pool depth 18 inches. Riffles averaged 1/4 inch, ranged 0-1
Flow - Intermttent throughout stream

i nch.
Fl ow | ess than 0.2 cfs over bedrock area.

Vel ocity - Sluggish throughout.

Bottom - Bottomin fair to good condition.
organi ¢ debris, bedrock

gravel 10%

Mat erial present: silt 60% sand 15%
boul der and rubble the remai ni ng 5% Bottom

fairly consistent throughout with nore bedrock upstream and nore sand and silt near

t he nout h.

Spawni ng Areas -

good spawni ng,

Fair to good, approximtely 5-8% of stream
runs in the stream

Local residents report



Pool s - Poor due to |ow fl ows. Pools fair to good during spring flows. At

present 90% of the surface flowis pools, 10%riffles. Pool s scattered throughout
dr ai nage.

Shel ter - Shelter poor due to |ow flows. Shel ter appears fair during spring flows
due to deeper pools and sone overhanging terrestrial plants.

Barriers - One 3-foot barrier approxinmately one nile upstream This barrier is
conmposed of boul der and redwood tree roots. Various | og jans present. See
barrier survey, Navarro Ri ver, 1962

Tenperatures - On Sept. 24, 1962, weather fair, sunny in the headwater section

air 81° F, water in riffle area 50° F. One-fourth nile upstream from nouth at
1330 hours inintermttent pool section air was 82° F., water 59° F.

Food - Inmmature caddis fly, mayfly and sonme stonefly present in upstream riffle

area. Diptera |arvae noted in sluggish, pools in nmdstream area. Food, appears
adequate. Aquatic Plants - Sonme filanmentous al gae present. However, aquatic plants
rare in the stream

Wnter Conditions - Wnter conditions appear noderate, Maximumflow to a depth of 7
feet as indicated by debris on banks and scouring of edges of pools. Pollution -
Loggi ng damage is present, in small headwater branches. Nunmer ous slides present
in md-section of stream These slides due to poor soil overlaying inclined shale.
Spri ngs - Scarce. Reported by |l ocal residents to be nunerous in wet season

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - RT/SH are present. The approxi mate popul ation is 10
fish per 100-feet, ranging in size 2 to 2 1/2 inches. Success is not known.
Present: fish popul ati on appears limted by shelter. Condi tion of present

popul ation is good. Natural propagation, appears to exceed nursery area by severa
hundred percent. The |ow stream fl ow, scarce shelter, appear to limt the nursery
capacity of this stream

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, sal ananders and sheep were noted. Deer and racoon
were in evidence

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY - Local residents report pouching becones fairly intense during
st eel head run. Resi dent trout angling believed nil to scarce

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Hunting believed to be only other recreational use in this
ar ea.

ACCESSI BI LI TY - Accessible through m Il yard between Hi ghway 128 and Rancheria Creek
Accessi bl e only when vehicle can ford Rancheria Creek. Travel time from San Francisco
approxi mately 3 hours.

OMNERSHI P - Headwat er section owned by Miillaird Ranch, 601 Montgonery Street, San

Franci sco, phone not |i sted. Lower section owner Angenetta, McMullen, 923
Mount ai n Boul evard, Gakl and. No phone |i sted.

POSTED OR OPEN - Posted to trespass.

| MPROVEMENTS - Entire stream needs stream clearance especially headwater section

Three-foot natural barrier listed previously should al so be renopved.

PAST STOCKI NG - Not known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - Beasley Creek is a small but relatively good spawni ng area for

st eel head. Nursery area is limted. Factors presently limting production
arc (1) spawning and nursery limted by barrier approximately 3 feet high and one nile
upstream from - nout h; (2) extensive logging debris in Branching headwater section
(3) natural slides due to porous soil overlaying inclined shale resulting in
siltation of mid and downstream secti on; (4) relatively extensive over-burden 3 to
6-foot depth in | ower section resulting in intermttent underground, flow and
scarcity of pools.



Cener al Esti mate (conti nued)

Despite these handi caps, popul ation of sal nonids averages 2 fish per 1 foot of pool
ar ea. Over-all stream popul ation, however, is limted to 10 fish per 100 fed: of
st ream bed. This streamis not being fully utilized at present due to | ow
flow. Local residents report flowin this streamis, as at present, not been noted
in the past.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT -

1. Reconmend managenent of this stream for rai nbow trout and/or steel head
spawni ng and nursery

2. Recommend stream cl earance of this stream

3. Reconmend occasi onal checks of this area for future | oggi ng danmage,

4, Reconmend downstream flow rel ease in future water applications. These

flow rel eases could exceed 0.2 cfs or enough to maintain nursery pools in

t he down-stream area.
SKETCH MAP - See attached.
REFERENCES & MAPS - U. S. Departnment of Interior, Geological Survey 15-ninute series
topographi c map, Ornbaun Quadrangle; U. S. Departnent of Interior, Geological Survey
7 1/2 mnute series topographic map, Ornbaun Quadrangle NE 1/4 advanced sheet, 1962,

Ri chard Mbore/cd
3-15-63
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| Spawning and Nursérg Area in mileg
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