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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HSH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY

NAME... WEST BRANCH INDIAN CREEK ..ottt et e e e e e COUNTY..Mendodino.......
STREAM SECTION..Partial..FROM..Lower 1.3 miles...To confl. Indian Creek............... LENGTH ..1.8mi....
TRIBUTARY TO........ INAIAN CrEEK. ..o e e e e e Twp. 14N...R....14W...&ec....8
OTHERNAMES.......covnvennen. West .BranCh..........cooooii i, RIVER SYSTEM ......... Navarro River
SOURCESOFDATA............. SONAl OBSEIVALION. .. ... e e e

EXTENT OF QBSERVATION

LOCATION
AELAVION TO OTHER WATERE
GENERAL DEICRIFTION

SKETCH MAP
mmm;mum

Jooc] wda Hacns o Smrvayer, Duse, Ba

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The lower 1.3 mles of this stream was
surveyed on foot by Bob Keller and D ck Mbore on August 7, 1962.
Upstream limt of survey is 1/4 m|e above point where Bull ock
Creek enters West Branch | ndian Creek.

LOCATION - This streamis |ocated approximately 2 air mles

nort heast of Philo, California.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - This stream contri butes sumer and
winter flowto the |ower Indian Creek, thence the Navarro River.
At present this streamhas little spawning or nursery val ue due
to barriers present (see barrier survey map).

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed & | nmedi ate Drai nage Basin -
This is a typical coast redwood deci duous association |ocated in
a V-shaped canyon. This soil is a gray-brown type soil, 2' to 4
in depth. Vegetation consists of redwood (sparse) in the canyon
bottom dense deci duous growth on the sl opes and grass hilltops.
This streamdrains approximately 6 sq. mles flowing in a

sout heasterly direction through a V-shaped channel for a distance
of approximately 3 miles. Stream side vegetation is scarce

t hroughout. The absence of stream side vegetation is due to
present and past |ogging. Present |ogging road running in stream

or parallels the stream Evidence of old logging road in or paralleling entire

stream

Al titude - Headwaters,
Gradi ent - Average 3' per 100 ft,
downstream from Bul | ock Creek,

mouth 380 ft.
upstream from Bul | ock Creek, 5 per 100
1' per 100'. Overall gradient slight to noderate

1200 ft.,

Wi th steep sections at barriers and in the headwaters.

Wdth - Riffles averaged 9" ranged to 16',

Pool s averaged 2' ranged to 20'. Wde

range in width due to between areas of intermttent flow and | ow vel ocity and areas
of bedrock and log jans with high velocity.

Depth - Riffles averaged 1/2" ranged to 6".
Flow - Estimated at 1/2 cfs at Bullock Creek. Est.
Bul | ock Creek. Est.
known. Maxi mum wi nter flow approxi mately 2
Vel ocity - Average velocity slow,

Pool s averaged 10" ranged 3'.

at 1/4 cfs at confluence of
1/2 cfs at confluence of Indian Creek. M ni mum sumer fl ow not
in depth at nouth.

ranged from sluggish and intermttent sections to

rapid at log jambarriers and in headwaters.

Bottom - Estimated at 85% gravel
Riffle area are mainly silted gravel

ot her.

Il og jans with boul ders,

and sand i nterm xed; 5% rubble, 5% boul der, 5%
with sone rubble. Pools mainly due to

rubbl e and sl ash present. A thin |layer of silt covers the

entire stream This silt believed due to heavy equi pnent operation in the stream

this season.
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Spawni ng Area - Appear limted to scarce. Miinly conposed of fine gravel

interm xed with sand. Spawning areas heavily silted in due to recent | ogging.
Poor spawning | ess than 10% good spawni ng gravel |ess than 2%

Pool s - Appear scarce conposed mainly of |og jam pools averaged 2' w de and 10"
deep and occur |less than 1/4 of the streamarea. Scarcity of pools believed to
silted condition of stream

Shelter - Poor. Limted to log jamareas. Silted areas offered little shelter.
Stream si de devoid of overhanging terrestrial plants due to recent and past
logging. (If present log jans are renmoved in the future, this streamwould have
little or no shelter.)

Barriers - Several barriers are present. This streamis not accessible to
anadronous fish due to barriers. Six conplete harriers conposed of bedrock

boul ders and | ogs were | ocated (see barrier survey, Navarro River 1962).
Diversions - A tenporary diversion was |ocated at Bullock Creek. It consisted of
a hole in the stream bed from which watering trucks could be | oaded.
Tenperatures - At confluence of Bullock Creek, water 60° F., air 75° F. at 1515
at confluence of Indian Creek water 62° F., air 61° F. at 1615 hours.

Tenmper atures taken on August 7, 1962 with weat her having high overcast and an
occasi onal drizzle.

Food - Consisted of caddis fly |arvae, dragon fly and mayfly nynph. Food

organi sns appear fairly sluggish.

Aguatic Plants - This streamnoticeable for the |lack of aquatic plants. Aquatic
pl ants scarce to nonexistent.

Wnter Conditions - Appear noderate. Depth of flow at Indian Creek estimated at 2
cfs.

Pollution - Silted condition of stream due to recent |ogging and | oggi ng road
parallel or in stream bed.

Springs — Scarce. Few springs were noted due to summer survey.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Rai nbow trout steel head appears scarce throughout
stream SH RE averaged 10 to 25 per 100" in scattered pool-riffle areas. Sizes
ranged from?2" to 7" with one or two 6" or 7" fish in every pool of adequate
size. Fishes present above barrier believed to be resident rainbow trout. Some
roach present downstream from barrier. Roach fewer than 200/100' of stream
OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, sal amander, snake, coon and deer are present.

FI SHING | NTENSI TY - Stream side trail and scarcity of debris fromanglers
indicate light fishing intensity.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Deer hunting is the only probable other recreational use
at present.

ACCESSI BILITY - Inquire in Philo for road access to this area. Wst Branch and
Bul | ock Creek accessible via Wi pple Ranch road with 4-wheel drive during dry
weat her. Driving time from Ukiah 1 hour; from San Franci sco 3% hours.

OMNNERSHI P -

POSTED OR OPEN - Entire stream posted to trespass by private owners.

| MPROVEMENTS - Upper 1/2 section of streamin need of inprovenment. Logging this
season has resulted in debris in the stream Janms present have been reached but
not renmoved. A d log landings are still in stream

PAST STOCKI NG - Not known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - Fisheries value of this streamis limted by barriers and
silted condition. Upstreambarrier to anadronous fish approximtely 150 ft. from
confluence of Indian Creek, Several |arger barriers, one exceeding 7 ft. are

| ocated upstreamfromfirst barrier, Entice streamsurvey is silted with over-
burden and has very scarce shelter. Fish present above barriers believed to be
resident rainbow trout. Logging of the 1962 season has left slash in stream bed.
In the upper 1/2 section of West Branch, these do not constitute barriers.
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RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - It is recommended that barriers not be renoved fromthis
stream It is recommended that this stream be nmanaged as a resident trout stream
(recommend planting resident trout above barrier falls, 750 ft. upstreamfrom
West Branch on Bull ock Creek). Recommend proper authorities contact persons
responsi bl e for | oggi ng damage on this streamfor 1962 season.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - USGS Boonville quadrangl e 15-m nute series 1959.

Ri chard Moore/ cd 10- 4-62



West Branch of Tndian Creck,
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