CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORMNO. . ......

Nanve. .. Dago...Creek. ... ... COuNTY. ... Mendocino.................
STREAM SECTI ON. . FROM MOUTH. . . . ... TO. ... .. EXTREME HEADWATERS. ...LENGTH.........4.0 m.
TRIBUTARY TO. . . .. Rancheria Creek................. Twp. .. 14N. ... .. R1I5W... Sec...26.......
OTHER NAMES. ... None known............cccceeeee . ..o . ... ... .RIVER SYySTEM . . Navarro River......
SOURCES OF DATA... Ije{;nscohnearls.s.er.v.e.y .and i nformation fromlocal personnel, |oggers and

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Include: Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc.
LOCATION
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Water shed
Immediate Drainage Basin
Altitude (Range)
Gradient
Width
Depth
Flow (Range)
Velocity
Bottom
Spawning Areas
Pools
Shelter
Barriers
Diversions
Temperatures
Food
Aquatic Plants
Winter Conditions
Pollution
Springs
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS
OTHER VERTEBRATES
FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY
OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE
ACCESSI BI LI TY
OMERSH P POSTED OR OPEN
| MPROVEMENTS
PAST STOCKI NG
GENERAL ESTI MATE

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - Dago Creek was surveyed fromthe nouth upstream
2.2 mles on the maiin Dago Greek; and 1.8 miles upstream of the con-
fluence of the west branch by foot and by truck by S. N Nye and

Dougl as Stuart on Septenber 18-19, 1962. (The truck access along this
creek was acconplished because the road in nany instances ran directly
up the stream bed nade fromlogging cat trails).

LOCATI ON - Dago Creek rises just west of the Hageman Ranch south of the
G eenwood Ridge Road and fl ows southeast to enter Rancheria Creek
approximately 2.5 air mles west by southwest of the town of Philo.
RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Dago Creek is a rather uninportant tributary
to Rancheria at this time providing very linmted source of water and

al nrost no spawni ng and nursery area, due to the extrene | oggi ng damage.
GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed - Consists of a coastal transitional
zone | ogged over past and presently consisting of second growh
Redwood, and Douglas Fir on steep sided V shaped canyons, wth m nor
growm hs of alder, wllow bay, oak, and brush. The soil consists of a
sand | oam gravel mxture. The shade is relatively open.

| mredi at e Drai nage Basin - The i nmedi ate drai nage basin has very steep
sided V shaped canyons in the headwater area, w dening out to a wide V
shaped canyon in the upper third section, and then back to a V shaped
canyon going down to the mddle and | ower section. The damage to the

i medi at e drai nage basin has been severe and extensive from past and
present operations.

Al titude - The range - 400-750 feet with a 350 ft. spread for a distance of 2.2 mles.

G adient - The gradient is noderate in sone areas with fairly steep headwaters, and goi ng
to a shallow |l ower end. The gradient averages 70 feet per 1% nile of the main Dago Creek.
The west branch has a 60 ft. per mle gradient. Overall average gradi ent could be considered

noder at e,

Wdth - The stream section or width ranges from 1-10' with an average of 3'. Pool area

wi dths run up to 8

w de.

Depth - Range 1-3" with an overall average of 2". Pool depth running from6" to 2 with an

average of 1 ft.

Flow - Range 1/8 cfs to Y cfs at the nmouth. An average of % cfs with intermttent flow
t hr oughout this drainage.

Vel ocity - Considered sluggish throughout. Less than %2 a ft. per second novenent throughout
the entire stream section.

Bottom - The bottom of this stream can and probably will entail a great deal of description.

The stream t hr oughout

has received extensive and heavy | oggi ng damage consi sting of |ogging

debris deposits, log janms, debris with the access road in many cases nade by caterpiller
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tractor running right up the streanbed and flattening out the streanbed into a wi de
flat type road and wi de | andi ngs. The average stream bottom consists of 70% organic
debris consisting of log jans and other wood material, 10%silt, 10% gravel, 5%
sand, 2% rubble, 2% boul ders and 1% of bedrock exposed.

Spawni ng areas - Dago Creek nust be considered to have | ess than 1% overal

spawni ng area avail able. The few scattered 10-30" sections |lie between |og janms and
ot her debris.

Pools - Intermttent pools were observed in sone areas of this streamw th other
areas being al nost non-existent as far as pools are available in normally thought
of streans. The riffle area to pool area averaged 3 to 1. Pool sizes ranged from
5'x7'x2" to 20'x8 x 8" with an average pool considered to be 8 x10'x1' in the west
branch. Average and pool sizes would also hold for the main Dago Creek branch. The
west branch woul d consi st of one pool per 300 feet of stream section; the main Dago
Creek branch woul d consist of one pool per 900 feet of stream section

Shelter - Must be considered extrenely scarce. The area is nostly open, with only
log jans, large rubble, and fallen logs laying in the stream

Barriers and Diversions - See the separate and attached barrier survey.

Food - No food was observed in the | ower main streamsection or the |ower west
branch section. The only food observed were |ocated in the upper stream sections of
the main Dago Creek and the west branch. Food supply nust be considered fairly
scarce with an average of only one per 5 sq. ft. observed. Caddis fly, sonme stone
fly, a few backswi mers, diptra, nosquitos, and a few other flying gnats and

i nsects were observed as the food supply in this stream section

Tenperature - Air tenperature averaged 73-76° during the day. Water tenperatures
averaged 63° during the mddle afternoon with a | ow of 60° reported in the norning.
Aquatic Plants - The aquatic plants observed were al gae, water grass, tules and a
few ot her unidentified grasses or plants in the heavy silted areas behind jans.
Wnter Conditions - Wnter indications are high rapid runoff with winter banks up
to 60" in width and 4' in height.

Pol lution - The only pollution evident is the serious |oggi ng damage.

Springs - Springs were very abundant throughout this stream

Fl SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - No rai nbow trout/steel head were observed in the entire
drai nage. Only one species of fish was observed, that being roach. The size ranged
2-4". There were 3-5 per pool. Only two pools were observed that had fish. Their
condition is considered good. Natural propagation would be terned just that. The
only two pools of roach observed were |ocated approximtely 1% miles above the main
forks of the Dago Creek.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, sal amanders, snakes, squirrels, deer, raccoons and sheep
wer e comon t hroughout this area.

FI SHE NG | NTENSI TY - Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - The only other recreational use thought of for this area
coul d be hunti ng.

ACCESSIBILITY - There are two routes to this area. | would suggest the second
route. The first route consists of H ghway 128 north from Boonville Standard
station approximately 4.3 mles, a small shake mll will be observed on the west
side of the road. This road is called Craig MI| Road. This is a dirt road and in
extremely rough shape. After |eaving Hi ghway 128, proceed 7.4 mles out this road
and you will cross Dago Creek. At this point there is a bridge and severe danmage
will be noticed and observed. The second route is as follows: Proceed on H ghway
128 fromthe town of Philo to a point 9 mles north to El k Road. This road | eads
west. Turn west on Elk Road and continue 1.2 mles to a dirt road to your left.
Take this road and continue 2 mles to Dago Creek Ridge | anding, then bear right
down the hill 1.3 mles to the main Dago Creek forks. This fork then places you .2
ml|e above the Craig MII Road Bridge crossing on Dago Creek. There are severa

l ogging roads in the vicinity, which one can get thoroughly confused on. It is
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nmy reconmendation to foll ow these general roads listed to the designated spots and
then wal k for the rest of the area. There is an access road, an old | ogging road,
continui ng up the west branch of Dago Creek, which is passable by vehicle only a
short di stance. The road may be foll owed for considerabl e distance by foot,
however .

OMERSHI P - The following owers will be listed, however, it is suggested that the
mast er ownership list be observed and read for conplete listing of owners and

addr esses.

1. Phil o Lunber Conpany

2. Chansler/Wster Conpany - This is the Chansler Wester Ol Co

3. J. Higgins Lunmber Company

4. The Anderson Conpany

POSTED OR OPEN - The entire area is heavily posted.

| MPROVEMENTS - No man made i nprovenents were observed in this entire drai nage

PAST STOCKI NG - Past stocking records were not available, so it nmust be considered
as unknown.

CGENERAL ESTI MATE - The extensive | ogging damage in recent and past years has
rendered this stream al nost usel ess to anadronous fish life. The main Dago Creek
fromthe road crossing upstreamup to the |anding/turn around, approximtely 1.9
mles, is a continuous log jam heavily silted-in area. Landing and cl eari ngs have
been created at many pl aces throughout the streamas well as all tributary
confluences. The amount of material stacked up is fabulous. The main creek is no
longer. It is just a wide path used by logging trucks and skid trails by tractors.
ADDI TI ONAL DATA - 1) Access | ocks conbinations: to Signal Ri dge Road | ocked gate -
3031 conbination lock. Al other Philo Lunber Conpany |ocks presently using 3425
conbi nation. Present |ogging and i medi ate prior |oggi ng has been conducted by the
Phil o Lunber Conpany and a M. Tucker. The water for the nost part in the mddle
and | ower main Dago branch is very dark to black fromthe heavily danmaged areas
around log janms. Area fromthe main Dago Creek branch | andi ng and road turn-around
upstreamis not too heavily damaged other than the ol d | oggi ng danmage observed.
There is heavy silted-in areas approximately 1.3 mles upstreamfromthe nouth,

whi ch wi den out into a nore opened V shaped canyon with sone pools fairly w de and
| ong, generally found behind the | arge damed up areas of |og jans and boul ders. It
is estimated that in these heavily silted-in areas the original streambed was 30
bel ow present level. Present |ogging is now being extended to continue upstream
fromthe previously nmentioned | anding and turn around road. Men are in the area
falling trees at this tine. The west branch has been heavily damaged by recent
logging within the last two years by M. Tucker and the Philo Lunber Conpany.
RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT -

1. An extensive and drawnout cleanup programw || be necessary in order that this
stream may be cl eaned out to be classed as usabl e by anadronous fish.

2. Any future |oggi ng should be conducted under strict gui dance under Fish and Gane
| aws and the Good Forestry Practice Regulations. This should entail strict
observance of the | aws governing no tractors or materials to be allowed in the
stream

3. After conplete clean out of the streamand a chance to rehabilitate the area,

t he Departnment should restock with yearling steel head/rai nbow trout and/or silver
salmon to re-establish a run of anadronous fish.

4. This stream Dago Creek, could then be managed as an anadronous fish spawni ng
and nursery area.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - Maps used were: 1.) USGS 15 minute series 1959, Boonville.
2.) California Departnment of Water Resources 7% - minute series 1959. O her
references were fromlocal ranchers, |ogging nmen and nmanagers, and by persona
observation and data taken

S.N. Nye:cm
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