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FINAL REPORT: COOK CREEK C-859 9/85

Cook Creek is a tributary to the North Fork of the Navarro River.
Our work consisted of modification of log barriers at four sites within
the first mile upstream from the confluence with the North Fork Navarro.
The stream runs another two miles to its upper source. In this upper
stretch, beyond the current project area, there are very large log jams
and barriers at regular intervals. The creek also runs through a marshy
aggraded area with substantial siltation. The upper area also suffers
from reduced canopy and erosion. For all these reasons, Fish & Game
personnel chose to restrict the present habitat restoration effort to the
lower portion of the stream.

The barriers were modified in August 1985 in accordance with the .
recommendations of field representative, Mike Bird. The upper site involved
cutting passage through a large volume of material. As a result, there is plenty of
access through this area now. However, this site in particular, should be
monitored in future years since the shear volume of wood material creates a
reasonable potential for the reformation of a barrier during storm events. The next
lower site should also be watched, as the stream is narrower at this point, with an
abrupt gradient change.

The lower mile of Cook Creek within the project area looks very healthy.
Canopy is excellent, pools and riffles alternate and flow is abundant.
Given the degraded character of the North Fork Navarro in the area near
its confluence with Cook Creek, this stream should provide much needed
alternate habitat in this region of the Navarro system, for both steelhead
and Coho salmon.

This project was accomplished with the cooperation of Timber Realization
Company.



