CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY

FILE FORM No.............

Kass Creek Mendocino
STREAM NAME. o COUNTY e,
STREAM SECTION From Headwaters —— comouth. ... LENGTH. 3:5 miles
TRIBUTARY To.South Fork of Noyo River. . ... Twp.18N....... RIIW. . .secld. . ... .
OTHER NAMES NON€ RIVERSYSTEMNOYO ... .. ...

SOURCES OF DaTa. Personal Observations

NAME OF SURVEYoR JiM Morehouse and Stan Nye paTe.26 August 1959

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION  Op August 26, 1959, Jim Morehouse and Stan Nye walked this Creek fro
headwaters to its mouth, a distance of approximately 3-1/2 miles.

This Creek rises on the mountain slopes about 3/4 of a mile south-east of Grove Junction, locate
Western Railroad, and flows west by south-west to its confluence with the South Fork of the Noy

RELATION TO OTHER WATERS - A relatively unimportant, small, tributary of the South Fork of the
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

LOCATION -

WATERSHED  Typical North Coast redwood forest. This creek flows through a shallow "U" shaped
canyon throughout. The lower two-thirds is very well shaded by the forest cover that
to the stream banks. The upper one-third is through grass lands, denuded of forest ¢
the streamside growth is willow, alder and blackberry.

IMMEDIATE DRAINAGE BASIN - South Fork of the Noyo river

ALTITUDE - g§Q - 550 ft.

GRADIENT - The gradient is for the most part very slight.
wIDTH - 6"to5' - average 18".

DEPTH - 0 to 6" - average pools only.

FLOW - Intermittent flow - very slight flow where perceptible.

BOTTOM — The bottom was gravel-silt to gravel with several badly silted areas in the headwater section.

The majority of this creek bed has poor to fair spawning gravel with a few areas apprc
SPAWNING AREAS — good in the lower section.

PooLs - Pools were mostly scarce but were common in those areas where there was a slight f
SHELTER -- Shelter was fair consisting of pools, logs and undercut banks.

BARRIERS — | jsted separately.



DIVERSION — None seen

TEMPERATURE — Water 53 to 64 degrees F. Average 56 degrees F.

Foob — Was uncommon to scarce.

AQUATIC PLANTS — none seen, other than algae.

There are indications of fairly high winter flows that are probably not too swift (
WINTER CONDITIONS — 4 the slight gradient. There are no indications of severe scouring.

POLLUTION = None sen other than logging.

SPRINGS — None seen.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS —  Sjlver salmon and steelhead were the only fish seen. The were found
throughout the creek. They are as successful as possible considering tt
of flow.

OTHER VERTEBRATES — None seen.

FISHING INTENSITY = Unknown.

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE — Unknown

ACCESSIBILITY = The mouth and headwaters are accessible by logging roads.

OWNERSHIP — priyiate ownership - Aborigine Lumber Company.

POSTED OR OPEN — Posted

IMPROVEMENTS ~ None seen

P AST STOCKING — Unknown.

GENERAL ESTIMATE —

Upper third of creek has been very heavily logged and denuded. Basin is presently

grassland hill-sides. The riparian growth is willow, alder, and blackberry, dense to vi

open. Slight intermittant flow.

RECOMMENDED M ANAGEMENT - Logjams are the site of many of the pools in this creek and if they are removed th
may be fewer pools; however unless they are removed the logjams will further de
the stream, therefore | think they should be removed. Low summer flows are limit

SKETCH MAP — factor in the stream, installation of devices to conserve or increase flow during su

months are advised

REFERENCES AND MAPS — £qresiry map south half of Mendocino County 1948.






	1: 
	stream name: Kass Creek
	survey from: Headwaters 
	survey to: mouth
	tributary to: South Fork of Noyo River
	twshp: 18N
	sect: 14
	aka: None
	river system: Noyo
	sources of data: Personal Observations
	name of surveyorrrr: Jim Morehouse and Stan Nye
	survey date: 26 August 1959
	location: This Creek rises on the mountain slopes about 3/4 of a mile south-east of Grove Junction, located on the Western Railroad, and flows west by south-west to its confluence with the South Fork of the Noyo River.
	watershed desc: Typical North Coast redwood forest.  This creek flows through a shallow "U" shaped canyon throughout.  The lower two-thirds is very well shaded by the forest cover that grows to the stream banks.  The upper one-third is through grass lands, denuded of forest cover and the streamside growth is willow, alder and blackberry.
	imm: 
	 drainage: South Fork of the Noyo river

	altitude: 50 - 550 ft.
	gradient: The gradient is for the most part very slight.
	width: 6" to 5 '  -  average 18".
	depth: 0 to 6"  - average pools only.
	flow: Intermittent flow - very slight flow where perceptible.
	velocity: None.
	bottom comp: The bottom was  gravel-silt to gravel with several badly silted areas in the headwater section.
	spawning areas: The majority of this creek bed has poor to fair spawning gravel with a few areas approaching good in the lower section.
	pools: Pools were mostly scarce but were common in those areas where there was a slight flow.
	shelter: Shelter was fair consisting of pools, logs and undercut banks.
	diversion: None seen
	temperature: Water 53 to 64 degrees F.  Average 56 degrees F.
	food: Was uncommon to scarce.
	aquatic plants: None seen, other than algae.
	winter conditions: There are indications of fairly high winter flows that are probably not too swift due to the slight gradient.  There are no indications of severe scouring.
	pollution: None sen other than logging.
	springs: None seen.
	fishes present: Silver salmon and steelhead were the only fish seen.  The were found throughout the creek.  They are as successful as possible considering the lack of flow.
	other vertebrates: None seen.
	fishing intensity: Unknown.
	other rec uses: Unknown.
	accessibility: The mouth and headwaters are accessible by logging roads.
	ownership: Private ownership - Aborigine Lumber Company.
	posted or open: Posted
	improvements: None seen.
	previos stocking: Unknown.
	refs and maps: Forestry map south half of Mendocino County 1948.
	recommended mgmt: Logjams are the site of many of the pools in this creek and if they are removed there may be fewer pools; however unless they are removed the logjams will further degrade the stream, therefore I think they should be removed. Low summer flows are limiting factor in the stream, installation of devices to conserve or increase flow during summer months are advised
	general estimate: Upper third of creek has been very heavily logged and denuded.  Basin is presently grassland hill-sides.  The riparian growth is willow, alder, and blackberry, dense to very open.  Slight intermittant flow.  
	barriers: Listed separately.
	extent of observation: On August 26, 1959, Jim Morehouse and Stan Nye walked this Creek from its headwaters to its mouth, a distance of approximately 3-1/2 miles.
	length: 3.5 miles
	r: 17W
	county: Mendocino
	relation: A relatively unimportant, small, tributary of the South Fork of the Noyo


