CALI FCRN A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM No- . - - -
Nye. SOUTH FORK OF THE NOYO RIVER ....COUNTY.....Mendocino
Appr ox
STREAM SECTION ...... ........ FROM ......... origin..............TO.. . Mouth. . ............. ...[ENGH..... 7 nles
TRIBUTARY TO...NOYO RIVEN c..ococot eemvesnne e e e e AR IBN L RIW........ Sec...14.:

SOURCES OF DATA... PERSONAL OBSERVATION

EXTENT CF OBSERVATION This 7 mle river section was walked from its

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION origin to its nmouth by Jim Mrehouse and Stan Nye on August 24th and

Loé:e_::;g&ﬂmo“mqw.mu.!w 25th, 1959.

AZLATION TO OTHER WATERS | | OCATION : The South Fork rises at old Canp #19 on State Highway #20,
Waterihed and flows North-West to it's confluence with the North Fork of the Noyo
ln@cduu Drainage Basin .

Almpdn {Range) R| ver.

Wik RELATION TO OTHER WATERS: The South Fork is an important Silver Salnon
Flow' (Range) and Steelhead spawning area of the Noyo Rver drainage.

5:1‘.‘::._‘.’ | WATERSHED: ~ Typical north coast redwood forest.

;’:'EFWAW | MED ATED DRANAGE  BASIN: This branch of the river flows through a
aD,,,‘i:Z, fairly wde "U shaped canyon; bordered by the alternating, slightly
;g.;;:‘:’:‘w steep to very steep, slopes of the coast, redwood, douglas fir forest.
Aquasic Plaata : - |LALTI TUDE:  Not ' known. _ . _ . _

Pollutioa GRADI ENT: The gradient is noderate in the first mle becomng very

FIe S CESENT AND SUCCESS slight in the balance of the stream

PISHING " INTENS TY WDTH 6 inches to 20 feet. Average 4 feet.

SOy ATIONAL - USE DEPTH; 1 inch to 2 feet. Average 22 inches

BOSTED OR OPEN FLOW Intermittent to 0.5 CFS Average 0.2 C?2.5S

PAGT ‘STOCKING VELOCITY;  Cccasionally sluggish, mostly rapid.

REConnienoed - manacement | BOTTOM: The bottom is fair to good gravel throughout. There is

REFERENCES AND MAPS some bedrock bottom and a few silted in areas.

SPAMI NG _AREA:  The najority of the river bed is satisfactory spawning

area wth an abundance of gravel.

POOLS: Pool  development is excellent. Abundant throughout. 1 foot x 2 feet x 4 inches
to 20 feet x 15 feet x 2 feet. Average 30 feet x 10 feet x 6 inches.

SHELTER:  Shelter is abundant; in the form of pools, undercut banks, logjans and over
hanging stream side growth.

BARRI ERS:  Recorded  separately.

DI VERSI ONS: A concrete abutnent, flush board dam About two niles South of Parlin Fork
canp.  There is a_pump and 2" pipe below the dam

TEMPERATURES: 65°F to 59°F, Average 52°F,

FOOD:  Comon  throughout. Caddis fly, May fly and other insect larva.

AQNATI C HANIS None seen other than algea.

WATER  OONDITICNS:  There is no indication that wnter flows are excessive for the river
banks. Because of the wde river bed and the slight gradient, this stream tends to
flood around I|ogjans, wash out its banks and silt in the area around the jam creating

a mrsh area. | feel the wnter conditions are fairly mild even tho the winter flows are
relatively high. This would probably be a more severe, scouring, type of river if the
gradient were not so slight.

POLLUTION: MNone seen other than |[ogging.

SPRI NGS: Common in the headwaters.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUGCESS: Silver salnon, steelhead/R T. and sticklebacks were the only
fish seen, and they occured in the above order of abundance. Al three species seened
successful. SS one _inch to 2% inches. Average 2 inches. SH 2 inches to 24 Inches.
Average 2 inches. ~Yaalarge adult s4were observed (about 2 feet long). Sticklebacks

avaraned 1= 1 neh
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OTHER VERTEBRATE: Small frogs and sal amanders.

FI SHING I NTENSITY; Not known.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL.USE  Canping, hunting, hiking and picniking. This recreational use
Is not restricted to the State Park area

ACCESSABI LITY: This South Fork is accessable in many areas by Forest Service and
logging roads.

OWNERSHI P The ngjority of this drainage is wthin the Jackson State Forest. About One

mle of the headwaters is owied by Kelly Maguire and a portion of the mouth is owned by
Union Aborigine Lunber Conpany.

POSTED CR CPEN MNot  known.

| MMROVEMENTS The Parlin Fork Honor Canp personnel are renmoving logjanms wth hand tools.
The result 1s a very definate inprovenent.

PAST STOXING MNot  known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE:  The South Fork is in conparatively good condition, and is being im

proved by the renoval of the present logjans. This branch of the river is an inportant
area for silver salmon and steelhead as a spawning and nursery stream It appears to be
a better silver salnon stream than a steelhead stream The lower one mle of this river

Is in private owership and is badly damaged by |ogging, however, fish were seen through-
out, and one of the adult steelhead was observed in this area

RECOMMENCED MANAGEMENT:  Normal salnon and steel head managenent
MAPS AND REFERENCES: The forestry nmap, South half,

IS suggested.
Mendocino County, 1948 was consulted.
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