IHE ResUURUES ABGENLY U CALTFURN A
Departnment of Fish and Gane

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM NO oo iomtre somn
Z/ Date  Septenber 26. 1967
NAME. . ... Kass Creek....................... COUNTY . Mendoci no. . .....
STREAM SECTION entireFROM . . mouth ... .............. TO .... headwaters......... . .. LENGTH 275 i
Tusutary o  South Fork, Noyo River . . . .. . Tepl8N. . RITW___ sec. 14
OrHER NAMES. . . . .. NOt . KNOWN. ... ..., RI VER SYSTEM _Noyo River = .

Sources o para  Personal  observation and interview with Dennis Tavaris, Union Lumber

EXTENT COF  CBSERVATION - Surveyed by foot from mouth at South Fork,

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION e | NOYO RIVET, to point 0.25 mles above northeast fork in headwaters,
LoCATION © - o ' a point mrked by abandoned logging landing at end of streanside

o oracripnon TERS road, a total distance of 2.75 mles. Survey made by E. R Y. Primbs
\I’vrr?:r?étsi?z;iDrainageBas'n on 24 AUQUSt 1966

Altitide (Range) LOCATION - Kass Creek flows into the South Fork, Noyo River, at. the

Desth bridge crossing of Kass Creek by the Union Lunmber Conpany's South

valooity " Fork, Noyo River, Road, which crossing is 5 miles on the Noyo River
Soawning Area Road from Union Lumber (o's. gate at Fort Bragg. A streanside road

Shelte up Kass Creek and a 4 ft. high Log-soil bridge over Kass Creek marks
Diversons this location.

Tosa v RELATION TO OTHER WATERS - Provides the Noyo Rver system with 1.13 niles
Wihtre Candiiions of excelTent spawning grounds for silver salmn only.

Soringe " GENERAL  DES(RPTION

OTHER VERTEBRATES o> Wtershed and Tnmediate Drainage Basin - Size: 3.0 sg. nles; Kass Qeek
N e AT ONAL USE fTows from springs issuing from RiTey Ridge and along its entire course
owneRSHIP approximately  southwest; logged by Union Lumber Co., during 1964-65 at
A PROVEUENTS | which tine a streanside road was constructed; Ushaped canyon with steep
GENERAL ESTIMATE 1 60° slopes; canyon floor 100 ft. wde; stream shade is 85% from trees,
SKETOH AP O WACEMERT i hrush, and narrow canyon effect: willow red alder, redwood, elder, tan
LETERENCES AND MAPs ! bark oak, California bay are commn; poison oak, blackberry, thistle,

thimbleberry, —broeken fern, —skunk cabbage, nettle, horsetail and Oregon grape provide close
surface cover along bank.

Altitude - At mouth 80 ft., at upper fish value 320 ft.

Gadient - 142 ft. per mle to upper fish value.

Wdth - Average 3 ft. wth range from 2 ft. to 30 ft.

Depth - Average 10 inches with range from | inch to 7 ft.

Flow - 0.40 c.f.s. at nouth; 0.03 c.f.s. at old settlenent.

Vel ocity - Suggish

Bottom - Boulders 5% fine rubble 20% coarse gravel 40% fine gravel 35%

Spawning areas - 50% of winter bed, average 4 ft. wide, (23,760 sgq. ft.), good.

Pools - Summer stream conposed of continuous series of sluggish pools, divided by under-
surface flow.

Shelter - Fair: debris, overhanging vegetation.

Barriers - (1) - 17 smll to noderate log jams. (2) - soil dam formed in construction of road.
A great quantity of slash on stream banks may wash into streanmbed and form barriers in the
future.

Diversion - None observed

Temperatures - Measured nmaximum A old settlement - 1530, 8/24/66: air 64°, water 57°;
weather fair, wind 6 mp.h; altitude 240 ft.

Food - Type: three genera of caddis fly larvae (Leptocelka, Chrotrichia, and Limephilus);

and stone fly nymphs.  apindance: nmoderate  numbers.
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Agquatic plants - liverworts, noss, algae and iron bacteria in noderate quantities.
Wnter conditions - Suitable for spawiing: 2 ft. - 3 ft. nmaxinum
Pollution - Some silt in streambed from erosion of streanside road.
Springs - Only 2 observed along entire course.
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUQXCESS -
1 Silver Salmon and Steelhead - The followng parr were netted, identified, and
examined Dbefore release 1n representative sanples:
Size
Actual _ count Range Aver age Condi tion

Sal mon 408 15-3" |-3/4" Vell  proportioned but slow growh
St eel head 0 - - -

Tot al 408

2. Qher Fish Netted and Identified - Three-spine stickleback: actual count 24.

The stream is currently producing an estimated 6,800 silver salmon and no steelhead.

The salmon population is below optimum for spawning and about optimum for nursery.

Summer nortality should be slightly above average.

OTHER AQUATI C VERTEBRATES - yellow legged frogs.

FISHNG INTENSITY - not known

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE - deer hunting

ACCESSIBILLTY - Accessible from mouth to headwaters by streanside road, which nay be
entered by one of three routes: (1) The Kass Qeek road joins at the mouth of Kass

Oeek, the Wion Lunber Co's., South Fork, Noyo River Road, which junction is 5 mles
from the Union Lunber Co's., gate at Fort Bragg. The gate to this road may be |ocked.

(2 - The South Fork, Noyo Rver Road nay also be reached from the Fort Bragg-Wllits

Rd. (Highway 20) at the Parlin Fork Conservation Canp, where a gate Is also |ocated.

The junction of Kass Qeek Road with the South Fork, Noyo Rver Road, is 5%I2 mles northeas
on the South Fork, Noyo Rver, road from the Parlin Fork Conservation Camp. The Parlin
Fork Conservation Canmp Rd. is 11.2 mles east of Fort Bragg on Hghway 20. (3) Kass Qeek
Road may also be entered in the headwater area by a road extending one nile from the
Ranch on Noyo River. The Ranch Road joins with Cak Street, Fort Bragg, 1.25 mles from
the Ranch on the Ranch Road and 4 mles east of Fort 3ragg on Cak Street. At this junc-
tion Pudding Creek Road and the Sherwood Road also enter Oak Street. No |ocked gate
governs passage on this route.

OMERSHP - Small section at nouth owned by Daniels; main body of stream by Union Lunber
co., headwater area owned by Aborigine.

POSTED (R CPEN - posted

| MPROVEMENTS - (1) - Qearance of 17 small to noderate log jans from mouth to northeast
fork 1n headwaters, a total distance of 2.25 mles, (2) - Qearance of soil dam 3/4 m.
upstream from nouth.

PAST STOKXING - MNot known

GENERAL ESTI MATE - Kass (reek has suffered considerable danage from logging and road
burTding  operations. Slash and debris from logging have formed barriers, which interfere
with novement of adults and parr, while road building and erosion therefrom have resulted
in large deposits of gravel in streanbed, causing considerable undersurface summer flow.
Notwithstandin?, these detrinmental nodifications, the stream is currently producing a fair
nunber of silver salmon, which, however, are mnifesting slow growth. Extensive good
spawning gravels are available, but apparently not fully utilized, because of the barriers
The stream has very little value for nursery, because of the entrapnent of the parr in

smal |, sluggish pools, the temperature of which, however, not being critical because of
cool coastal climte and vegetation coverage of stream
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RECOWENDED MANAGENMENT - Kass Creek should be mnaged for silver salmon spawning

and nursery: (1) - The 17 log jans and soil dans should be removed to ease adult

and parr nmovement and to enhance summer flow.

SKETCH MAP- See attached

REFERENCES AND MAPS -

1. USGS (Conptche, 1960), 15 series

2. Jackson State Forest Mwp, California Division of Forestry, (1964); scale
1131, 680.

Edward R J. Prinmbs
25 August 1966
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