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STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM No....
Date_Septenber 29, 1967
Nare. . . .. North Fork, Noyo River.. ...Count y ... Mendoci no
STREAM SECTION.....entire.........ccoou.. FROM.......ccc... 311011 O TO.oovv Headwaters.........ccoevvveerns Length ....6 mi

TRIBUTARY TO . Noyo River

.......................... Twp 18N R...15W Sec..17.
OTHER NAMES.... .NOt KNOWN ettt e e .RIVER SYSTEM......Noyo River..............

sourcesoF paTA  Personal observation and interview with Father Hopper and
Denni s Tavaris, Union Lunber

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - Surveyed by foot from nouth at Noyo River to

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION e | 020 Mile above mouth of Dewarren Creek, a total distance of 6 niles.
LocATION A separate survey is being made for the following tributaries: (I)
CENEYAL DESCRIPTION Warble Gulch, (2) Hayworth Creek, (3) Mddle Fork of Noyo Fork, (4)
Momedives Draintge Basia Dewarren Creek. Survey made by E. R J. Prinbs on 17 August 1966.
Sradivay 2% LOCATION - North Fork, Noyo River, flows into the Noyo River at North-
Demi spur, which is 2.75 miles west of Irmulco on the Northspur-Canp St.
Vetociey 5% Albert Road. Irmulco is 5 niles west of the Fort Bragg-WIlits Road,
%‘:‘.'"M (H ghway 20) on the Irnulco Rd. The Irnulco Road joins H ghway 20
Sheluer 6.25 mles west of WIlits on Highway 20. A railroad bridge of the
Duarsons California Western RR marks the nouth of the North Fork, Noyo River.
m’;m‘m RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Provides the Noyo River systemw th summer
Winser Condicions and winter flow of good quality water and 3.63 miles of good spawning
I grounds and 5.75 niles of excellent nursery area for steelhead and
(OTHER VERTEBRATES o silver sal non.
 THER RECKEATIONAL Use GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON -
:@ﬁ%{!ﬂim V@t ershed and Immediate Drainage Basin - Size: 13 sq. niles, North Fork,
IMPROVEMENTS Noyo River, flows principally from springs issuing in its headwaters
CENERAL ESTIMATE and tributaries southeast for 3 mles and thence southwest for 2.75 niles;
ISKETCH MAP T no current logging, although Baxter, Union Lumber, and Aborigine own |and
bordering stream bow -shaped valley with w de vaI ley floor and steep 60°

sl opes; stream banks are sheer 18 ft. high to Hayworth Creek, and 2 ft. high thereafter; stream
shade 80% fromtrees and brush; tan bark oak, willow, redwood, red alder, big |eaf maple, grand
fir and Douglas fir commn; poison oak, western thinbleberry, bracken fern, sword fern, and
horsetai|l provide close surface cover along banks.

Altitude - At mouth 320 ft., at upper fish value 640 ft.

Gadient - 56 ft. per mle to upper fish value.

Wdth - Stream channel: 40 ft. wide at nouth, narrowing to 24 ft. above @l ch Seven, and to
10 ft. above Hayworth Creek. Summer flow  average 7 ft. with range from5 ft. to 40 ft.

Depth - Average 4 inches with range from2 inches to 4 ft.

Flow - 2.30 c.f.s. at nouth; 0.83 c.f.s. above Hayworth Creek.

Velocity - Moderately rapid.

Bottom - Fine rubble 15% coarse gravel 55% fine gravel 30%

Spawni ng areas - Fromnouth to Hayworth Creek: 70% of winter bed, average 8 ft. wide, (110,880
sg. ft.) good but value reduced sonewhat because of depth of winter flow.

From Hayworth Creek to Dewarren Creek 50% of winter bed, average 4 ft. wide (21,120 sq. ft.)
excel | ent.

Pool s - 50% of summer flow.

Shelter - Good: rubble, logs, undercut banks.

Barriers - No barriers fromnouth to Hayworth Creek; 2 small log jams and an ol d col | apsed

bridge from Haywrth to Mddle Fork of North Fork; 6 noderate log jans fromMddle Fork to
Dewarren Creek. Al these barriers are stable and will increase in size by col |l ection of

debris noving downstream
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North Fork, Noyo River = Mendocino County -2~

Al these barriers are stable and will increase in size by collection of debris
nmovi ng downstream

Diversion - Punp and 5 inch pipe at streanside house above Qulch Five.
Tenperatures - Measurednaxi mum above, nouth of Hayworth Creek: 1600, 8/17/66:
Air - 869, water - 69°; weather fair, wind 5 mp.h., altitude 400 ft.

Food = Type: stone fly nynps, may fly nymp, caddis fly larvae (Qchrotrichia),
water beetle. Abundance: Mayfly and caddis fly are extremely common.

Aguatic plants = Liverworts and npss.

Whnter conditions : Water |evel bel ow Hayworth higher than optimum for spawning

(5 ft. estimated), above Hayworth winter water |and suitable for spawning
(3 ft. estinated).

Pol |l ution « none noted

Springs Confined to headwaters and tributaries. One observed at Hayworth Creek
Road crossing of North Fork.
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS

1. Silver sal non andsteel head

The following parr were netted, identified, and exam ned before release in
representative sanples:

Si ze
Actual Count Range Aver age Condi tion
Sal non 112 1-3/4"=3%" 2z Vel | proportioned
St eel head 238 1-1/4%-4" 2" highly variable in
growth; some sl|ow
Tot al 350 growth

2, Oher Fish Netted and ldentified

Three-spine stickl eback - actual count 3

The streamis currently producing an estinmated 11,200 silver salmon and 23,800 steel-
head, both popul ations being under optimm for spawning and nursery. Sumer nortality
should be low. There is a tendency of the steelhead to hone in the stream rather than
mgrate (some steelhead as large as 6" + were observed).

OTHER AQUATI C VERTEBRATES - Yel | ow-| egged frogs, water snakes, California news,
nect urus.

FI SH NG | NTENSI TY = Not known

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE - Picnic areas for local residents

ACCESSI BI LI TY = Accessible from mouth to upper fishery value at Dewarren Creek by
good streanside road, which may be entered either at the nouth by the Irnulco Road
or in the headwater area by the Union Lunber Conpany's Hayworth Creek Road. The
North Fork, Noyo River Road joins the Irmulco Road at Northspur, which is 7.75 m.
west of the Fort Bragg-WIlits Road (H ghway 20) on the Irnulco Road. The Irmulco
Road joins Hi ghway 20, 6.25 mles west of Willits on H ghway 20. The Hayworth Creek
Road joins the North Fork, Noyo River, Rd. one mle north of the mouth of Hayworth
Creek on the North Fork, Noyo River Rd., 4.75 mles west of the junction, Hayworth
Creek Road-North Fork, Noyo River Rd., the Hayworth Creek Road joins the Union Lunber
Conpany- Sherwood Ridge Road. At this junction there is a |ocked gate (key at Union




North Fork, Noyo River - Mendocino County -3-

Lumber Co.).The Hayworth Creek Road- Sherwood Ridge Road junction is 11% m.
east on the Sherwood Ridge Road of the junction of Pudding Creek Road- Sherwood
Ri dge Road-Noyo Ranch Road, which junction in turn is 4 mles east of Fort Bragg
on Cak Street.
OMERSHP - At nouth: Yarnash; in Marble Qulch area. Father Elliott Hopper;
between Marble @ulch and Qulch Seven. J. H Baxter Conpany at nouth of Hayworth
Creek: Crumin, Pickering and Shaw. Above Hayworth Creek, east side of stream
Aborigine. Above Hayworth Creek,west side of stream Union Lunber Co.
POSTED OR OPEN - Post ed
| MPROVEMENTS - O earance of 8 small to noderate log jans and remants of ol d bridge
at Hayworth Creek.
PAST STOCKING - Not known
CENERAL OMERSH P - The North Fork, Noyo River, is an extrenely inportant nursery
area for both silver salnon and steel head, but because of its general winter
depth has less significance for spawning. The North Fork has anple summer flow,
of good quality water, suitable summer tenperatures, adequate vegetation coverage,
abundance of food and adequate velocity and breakage of water surface for increasing
the dissolved oxygen content. The stream thus affords parr spawning in its tributaries
a nursery area of high survival potential. For full developnent of this value, however,
the current barriers, referred to above, should be renoved to facilitate parr summer
moverment.  Such clearance will also ease the mgration of the adults to the spawning
grounds in the North Fork, as well as the tributaries. Al the barriers are confined
to the section of the stream above the entrance of Hayworth Creek.
RECOMMVENDED MANAGEMENT - North Fork, Noyo River, should be managed for steelhead and
silver salnon spawning and nursery. The 8 small to noderate log jams and remnants
of old bridge should be renoved to facilitate adult and parr traffic in stream
SKETCH MAP - See attached
REFERENCES AND M¥S -
1. US GS (Conptche, 1960), 15 ft. series.
2. Jackson Sate Forest Map, California Division of Forestry, (1964),

scale: 1/31,680

Edward R J. Prinbs
19 August 1966
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