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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

INTRAOFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

DATE: Decenber 9, 1959
TO C. K Fisher, Fisheries Biologist Ill, Region 3
FROM John S. Day, Fisheries Biologist |
SUBJECT: Barriers to Mgrating Steel head - Gaham Qeek tributary to

Sonoma O eek, Sonona County

Decenber 8, 1959 Warden Ray Bruer and the undersigned investigated water
diversion barriers | ocated on Gaham CGeek tributary to Sonoma O eek, 2
mles west of Qen Blen. Three water diversion barriers were
investigated. The first barrier |ocated approximately 1/2 mle upstream
fromthe nouth is a flashboard type damw th boards pl aced vertically and
angled to the upstreamside. Height of the structure is approx. 5 ft. A
fish | adder was constructed at this dam However, it is highly inadequate
and it is just a ladder in name, not function. This water diversion

bel ongs to the Boy Scouts of Anerica and is supervised and mai ntai ned by
M. Steve Hall, 317 Mendoci no Avenue, Santa Rosa.

Warden Bruer and | contacted M. Hall on Dec. 8. M. Hall seered quite
surprised that his damconstituted a barrier but he said he woul d be gl ad
to relieve the situation. Warden Bruer desires that the structure be
renoved i mmedi ately before the steel head mgrate up GahamQeek this
wnter. M. Hall was agreeable to Warden Bruer's desires and said he
woul d relieve the situation but that he desires aid fromthe departnent
in order to best take care of the situation.

The next two barriers upstreamfromM. Hall's diversion belong to the
Aen Hlen Water Wrks. M. Paul Thonpson is the owner of the Qen Hlen
Water Wirks. First of the two barriers is located approx. 1/4 mle
upstreamfromM. Hall's barrier. This barrier is a concrete dam approx.
12 feet in height and is the water diversion damfor the water works.
Warden Bruer and | visited M. Thonpson to inquire as to who owned the
first barrier on the stream During the ensuing conversation M. Thonpson
inquired if he woul d be required to construct a fishway over his dam and
Warden Bruer's answer was in the affirnative. M. Thonpson was agreeabl e
but al so desired assistance in design fromthe departnent as to the type
of structure and | ocation of such a fishway. Warden Bruer and the
undersigned felt that construction of a fishway at this damwoul d be a
project of such a nature that to desire an immedi ate sol ution woul d be

i nproper but that M. Thonpson construct the fishway between now and the
1960- 61 st eel head nont hs.
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The next third barrier belongs to the Water Co. and is | ocated approx. 1/8
mle upstreamfromthe cement dam This structure is a rock masonry dam
approx. 4 feet high wth a 6-feet |lip extended fromthe top of the dam
downstreamat approx. 2%agrade. This lip is constructed of 2 x 12's and is
located at this damto keep overflow ng water fromdigging out a hol e at
the base of the dam If a steel head was able to junp up fromthis structure
the velocity grade and depth of water woul d be such that the fish woul d be
unabl e to continue upstream M. Thonpson agreed to take care of this
situation al so but agai n requested consul ti ng assi stance.

The val ue of steel head mgrating past these barriers would be in allow ng
st eel head access to approx. 1-1/4 mles of new spawni ng and nursery areas.

A so present along the streamis an occasional |og jam A though none
appeared to be conplete barriers, it is felt that the renoval of these
Janes woul d be a benefit to mgrating steel head. Ohe in particular is
| ocated between M. Hall's damand the first Water Conpany dam

It is recoomended that Jerry Holnan be called on to give assistance to the
peopl e affected. Nanely, M. Hall and M. Thonpson. Jerry would be able to
gi ve these peopl e valuable information as to the best and nost practi cal
way to allow steel head to pass their diversions.

It is also reconmended that a |etter with Bob Jones' signature be sent at
the earliest convenience to M. Steve Hall, 317 Mendoci no Avenue, Santa
Rosa and M. Paul Thonpson, G en Hlen VWater Wrks, A en Hlen, explaining
the inportance of renoving their barriers and allow fish to go bay or
building fishways if the barriers are not to be removed. In the letter to
M. Hall it should be stated that his barrier be renoved this w nter before
the steel head runs begin on G aham Geek. The letter to M. Thonpson shoul d
be stated that he will have until Cctober of next year to conpl ete adequate
fishways at the dambelonging to the water works. This letter should al so
contain information that Jerry Holman will be avail able for assistance and
w Il probably contact these people to give theman idea of the type of
construction needed to be the nost practical and inexpensive.
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