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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY File form No.
NAME CALABAZA §] CREEK COUNTY: Sonona
STREAM SECTION:  Entire FROM:__nout h To: headwat ers LENGTH: __ 3 ni.
TRIBUTARY TO: Sonoma_ O eek Twpr.__ 6N R._6W Sec: 9
OTHER NAMES: unknown RIVERSYSTEM:  San Pabl o Bay
SOURCES OF DATA: Per sonal obser vat i ons
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION—-The entire tri butar Yy was wal ked out
Loego Nameof Surveyor, Date, Ete on foot by John S. Day on January 16 and 18, 1961.
R AT ON I OTHER WATERS LOCATION—-In sout heast Sonona County and enters Sonoma Creek
e ke Dr ainage Basin fromthe east 1.5 mles north of Aen Elen.
Altitude (Range) RELATION TO OTHER WATERS—Serves as a spawning tributary to
it steel head runs in Sonoma Creek.
Flow (Range) GENERAL DESCRIPTION — Watershed and Immediate Drainage Basin —
Bottom This stream heads in a heavily wooded, nountainous area of
Pos AT redwood and Douglas fir on north slopes and chapparal and
hener oak on south slopes. After |eaving the upper headwaters the
D s streamenters a well-shaded canyon and flows for 2 mles
Food until it reaches the Valley of the Moon where it continues
ﬁmq@mmms flowng for the remaining mle through a well-shaded
Springs. agricultural plain into Sonoma Creek. The lower one nile
o e AT eSS ;in?z thedsérean1bordered by private hones, agricultural
HASHING INTENSITY I e S an al rl es.
OTHER RECREATIONAL USE
ACCESSBILITY Altitude — [225 to 1100 feet above sea |evel.]
POSTED OR OPEN G adient — Moderate in upper and m ddl e sections, becom ng
PAST STOCKING nearly flat in |ower section. [Average of 200 feet per mle
GENERAL ESTIMATE t hr OughOUt . ]
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT
T N D MAPS Wdth — 4 to 20 feet; average 8 feet.
Depth — 2 inches to 5 feet; average 8 inches.

Flow — Estimated 0.75 cfs in lower and m ddl e sections, 0.4

cfs in upper section.
Velocity — Fairly rapid throughout.
Bott om — Conposed al nost entirely of gravel and rubble. The absence of silt
is quite noticeable.
Spawni ng Areas — Desirable gravel and spawni ng areas are avail abl e t hr oughout
the entire stream The nost suitabl e steel head spawni ng areas appear to be
fromthe Dunbar Road, upstream for approximately 1.5 mles. CGood resident
rai nbow trout spawning areas are available in the m ddl e and upper sections.
Pool s — Pool devel oprment is good in the |lower and m ddl e sections with | ong
(20') pools fairly frequent. The upper section exhibits fair pool devel opment
but the steeper gradient and low flows Iimt the pool devel opnent in this
ar ea.
Shelter — Excellent, in the formof undercut banks and good stream cover
Barriers — A natural 8-foot high rock falls barrier is present approx. 2.5
mles upstreamfromthe nouth. This barrier, it is felt, is well above
st eel head spawni ng areas; however, it appears to be a barrier to resident
fish. None were observed or seined above this falls. A series of small pools
with rapid cascading water and a fairly steep gradient approx. 1.5 mles
upstream fromthe nmouth could possibly be a barrier to steel head.
Di versi ons — None observed, but it is known that there is direct diversion
fromthis streamduring the spring, sumer and fall nonths.
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P. 2, CALABAZA CREEK
Sononma County

Tenperatures — Air 46°F., water 42°F. at 1000 hr.

Food — Native insects and larvae in fair abundance.

Aguatic Plants — None observed.

Wnter Conditions — Subject to a light winter runoff but will exhibit periods
of extrene fluctuation.

Pol | uti on — None observed, except there was evidence of garbage havi ng been
dunped in the streamat one tinme or another.

Springs — One sul fur hot spring flow ng approx. 3 gpm was observed in the
m ddl e section. The water tenperature of this spring water was 68° F.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — 9 rainbow trout/steel head from3" to 7" were
seined along with four sculpin 2.5 to 3.0". The success of both species
appears to be fair.

OTHER VERTEBRATES — None observed. [ Frogs obs - 5-29-61 RFE ]

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY — Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE — Private hunting and canpi ng.

ACCESSI BI LI TY — Good. The | ower section can be reached by the Dunbar Road
and H ghway 12. The |lower and m ddl e sections are al so reached by the Nuns
Canyon Road which parallels the stream The upper section is accessible by
an old logging road trail that parallels the streamto the headwaters.
OMERSHI P — Land on either side of the streamis privately owned.

POSTED OR OPEN — Posted throughout its entire area.

| MPROVEMENTS — Fish | adder installed by the Departnment of Fish and Gane at
Bri dge on Dunbar Road.

PAST STOCKI NG — Unknown.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — This stream appears to be a fairly good steel head

spawni ng ground in the |ower and m ddl e sections. The upper section is of
no i nportance for steelhead. It also appears to be a fair nursery area
fromthe H ghway 12 Bridge upstreamto the steelhead limts. A |ocal

resi dent and observer who lives under the H ghway 12 Bridge stated that

the stream never went dry, that steel head spawn under the bridge, and a
downstream m grati on of yearling steel head takes place in Decenber.
RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT — It is recommended that this tributary continue to be
managed as a steel head spawni ng and nursery area.

SKETCH MAP — See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS — Division of Forestry, Sonoma County map 1956.

John S. Day/cd
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