FROM :

TO:

SUBJECT :

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

DATE 5 April 1946

Earl Leitritz
Bur eau of Fish Conservation

Interviewwith M. Paul Walter, Sonoma, California

Dear Sirs:

| called at the hone of M. Paul Walter, |ocated on Caliente
Creek near Boyes Springs, Sonoma County California on April 4, 1946.

M. Walter's conversation led off with conplaints of the
want on destruction of adult steel head which run up Caliente Creek to
spawn. This destruction of spawning fish is by chronic violators,

m schi evous boys etc. The fish are dynam ted, clubbed, speared and
taken by all and any neans. M. Walter stated that sone of the
spawni ng fish reach the upper stretches of the streamwith
considerable difficulty due to natural obstructions above the
heavi | y poached areas. The resulting fingerlings fromthis spawning
are caught and perish in the pot holes in the | ower section of the
stream whi ch ceases to run on the surface during the sunmer nonths.
M. Walter would Iike to construct a small pond on the property of a
M. Sears on Sonoma Creek - then rescue these dying fingerlings -
rear themand return a portion to the state. Keeping a certain
percentage for his own di sposal

M. Walter is apparently quite wealthy and owns | arge
hol di ngs on the upper reaches of Caliente Creek. He proposes to
build a sixty foot high dam of stone and concrete at a narrows in
t he canyon. He nade informal application for permt to construct
this damat sone state office, 425 -3rd Street, Santa Rosa, sone
time ago, but due to conditions occasioned by the war has not pushed
this application. This proposed damis to forma | ake which wll
beauti fy the surroundi ngs and around which he intends to build fifty
el aborate honmes. He stated that his engineers have been unable to
find nmethods of constructing a fish |adder over his proposed dam and
in lieu there of he proposes to place a spill gate in the damin
such a manner that the | ake can be drawn down to stream bed | evel
and the spawning fish allowed to run up to the headwaters of the
stream As soon as the run of fish is over the gates woul d be cl osed
and the water again backed up in the |ake.
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It was explained that the Division did not enter into
agreenents where by individuals rescued fish on a share crop
basis, also that his application for construction of his dam
woul d have to be cleared through regular channels. It was
requested that when these millions of young steel head began to
perish in the I ower portion of the stream- that he contact
this office so effective rescue operati ons can be undertaken
and the young fish saved - that these gross violations be
reported to M. Shea, Gane Warden at Santa Rosa, His reply to
t he suggestion of the Division rescuing the small fish was -
Wiat the hell - so you can haul themout of the country and
stock ot her streans.

Yours truly,

Eoot dutit

Asst Spvar of Hatcheries



