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March 7, 1949

Captain Arthur L. Benedict
The Ranch
Sonona, California

Dear Captai n Benedict:

Thank you for your letter of February 18,
calling our attention to conditions affecting steal head in
Sonoma Oreek. As you note in your letter, M. Frank J.
Kersnar, Sanitary Engineer with our Pollution Control Unit,
investigated the pollution of Sonoma Oreek on (ctober 25, in
accordance with your request. At that tine he discussed the
situation with you and al so i nspected the Krobel Gavel Pit.
Fol | owi ng his inspection M. Kersnar prepared a report to us
I n which he recogni zed and enphasi zed the fact that the water
in Sonoma O eek bel owthe gravel pit was very turbid and t hat
the streamflow ng past your ranch was in extrenely bad
condition, with the bottomof the creek covered with a fine
clay deposit, preventing the devel opment of aquatic life,
whil e the streamabove the gravel pit was quite clear. You
wll see, therefore, that we recogni ze that the situation is
not a satisfactory one. Qur problemis that it is extrenely
difficult to take action against this type of pollution under
exi sting fish and gane | aws.

Insofar as the gravel pits being a barrier
to fish is concerned, follow ng receipt of your letter, |
requested our field representatives to report on the
situation and they informed ne that at all times when there
Is sufficient water in Sonona Oreek to attract steal head into
the | ower portion of the streamsuch fish are able to get
past the gravel pits without difficulty and ascend to the to
thei r spawni ng grounds. They reported that with the recent
rai ns steal head ascended the streampast the gravel pits and
were now were now on their spawni ng grounds.
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nce again, we appreciate your calling our
attention to the conditions existing in the streamand you
may rest assured that we will exploit every possibility of
inmproving conditions. As | have pointed out above, this wll
not be an easy matter under the existing pollution |aws.

Yours very truly,

B. L. MACAULAY
Executive Oficer
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