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JACK SM TH CREEK MENDOCI NO

From nmouth to upper fish val ue. 5 mles

Seward O eek T. 16N; R 13W; Sec. 11
No ot her nanmes known. Russi an R ver System

Personal observation and interviews with | ocal residents.

EXTENT OF CBSERVATION : Jack Smth Oreek surveyed on foot fromthe nouth to
t he upper fish value, about 5 mles, on June 26, 1972 by Robert R Kl anm and
Steven C. Durkee.

LOCATION : Jack Smth Creek enters Seward O eek about 2 mles above the con-
fluence of Seward Oreek and Forsythe O eek

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS : Jack Smth Greek contributes sumrer and wi nter
flow to the Forsythe reek System and potentially extends SH spawni ng and
nursery grounds approximately 5 ml es.

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON

Wat ershed and | nmedi ate Drai nage Basin : Jack Snmith Oeek drains a
basi n of about 5.5 square mles, about 2/3 of which is second growh
redwood and 1/3 is oak grassland. The creek can be divided into 2
sections by vegetation type and streamcondition. The | ower section,
fromthe nmouth to about 2.5 mles upstream flows through a w de V-
shaped canyon, the dom nant vegetation being oak grassland. It has a
gradi ent of about 200ft. per mle and a gravel bed w th frequent
bedr ock outcroppi ngs. The upper section of about 2.5 niles, flows
t hrough a U shaped canyon in an area dom nated by second grow h red-
wood. It also has a gradient of about 200ft. per mle, however the
streanbed is flat and largely gravel. The differences appeared to be
due to total water flow The upper section did not appear to have
enough winter flowto cut its bed down to the bedrock substrate. The
veget ati on boundari es overl apped as redwood forest on the stream bed
extends into the oak grassland area.
Altitude : At nouth, 880 ft., At head, 1600 ft.
QGadient : Overall, 200ft/mle; upper section, 200ft/mle; |ower
section, 200ft/mle.
Wdth : Average, 4ft.; range, 2-6ft.
Depth : Average, 4 inches; range, 2 inches to 2 ft.
Flow: At nouth and at 2 1/4 mles above the nouth, about 1cfs.
4 mles above the nouth, about |/2cfs.
Vel ocity : Moderately rapid.
Bottom: At nouth; baseball size gravel and above - 1/5, marble - 1/5,
golf - 1/5, pea, sand and silt - 2/5, frequent bedrock outcroppings;
At 2 1/4 mles above the nouth; baseball and golf - 1/2, narble - 1/4,
pea, sand and silt - 1/4, occasional bedrock outcroppings At 4 mles;
above the nouth; golf - 1/4, narble - 1/2, pea, sand and silt - 1/4.
Spawning areas : Fair, 2/3 area on an average.
Pool s : Lower section, pool toriffle ratio - 1:1 ; upper section,
pool to riffle ratio - 1:4.
Shelter : Undercut banks, boul ders and | ogs.
Barriers : A 12 conpact |og jans;

B) 16 areas of loose litter, from15 ft. to 200 yards | ong.
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Tenperatures : Ar T Water T. Atitude Wather Ti me
Mout h 82°F. 72°F. 880 d ear 1505
2 1/4 m. upstream 78°F. 66°F. 960 d ear 1215
4 m. upstream 67°F. 60°F. 1440 d ear 1115

Food : Mayfly, stonefly, caddisfly, diptera, and beetle | arvae.

Aquatic Plants : Nutgrass, Juncus, Equistum liverwort, and al gae.

Wnter Conditions : Lower section, 1-2 feet above summrer |evel.
WUpper section, 1 foot above sunmer |evel.

Pol lution : Lower section, cattle.

Springs : Few not ed.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS : Lower section - Squawfish, Rainbow Trout. S zes :
RT 1-3 in, 4-6 inches. Abundance : RL - 1-3in.-15/100ft. 4-6in.-20/100ft.
Upper section - Rainbow Trout. Size : 4-6 on. Abundance : Few

OTHER VERTEBRATES : Frogs, Tadpol es, Sal amanders.
FI SH NG I NTENSI TY : Unknown.
OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES : Unknown.

ACCESSI BI LITY : Accessible from Masonite Road branching off Reeves Canyon
road 3 mles fromU S 101 turnoff.

OMERSH P : Unknown.
PCSTED COR CPEN : Post ed.
| MPROVEMENTS : None.

CGENERAL ESTI MATE : Jack Smth Oreek at present is not being used as a SH
spawni ng stream although it offers roughly 5 mles of potential spawning
and nursery grounds for Sal nonids, The major cause of this situation
appears linked to loww nter flows not only on Jack Smth Oeek, but also on
Seward Oreek which is forned by the confluence of Jack Smth Oeek and

Bl dri dge O eek.

RECOWWENDED MANAGEMENT : Further investigation of this fish novenment problem
bef ore consi deration of |og jamrenoval.

SKETCH MAP : Attached.
REFERENCES : U S.GS 15 mnute series (WIllits Quad.) 1961. Scale - 1:62500.




