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EXTENT OF OBSERVATION-(n March 15, 1966, York Oreek was
surveyed on foot fromthe nouth to the North State Street
Bridge and by car and jeep for about 2 mles west of hi ghway
101 by Dave Net herby and Kevi n Rockwood. The sout hern branch
was observed while the north branch was not.

LOCATION-York O eek enpties into the Wst Branch of the
Russian R ver approxinmately 1%2mles fromthe fork of the
East and Vest branches of the Russian R ver.

RELATION TO OTHER WATERS-York Creek is a spawni ng and
nursery tributary to the Russian R ver and the Pacific Ccean.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION -

Watershed & Immediate DrainageBasin— York reek has its wat ershed
inanountain forest with vegetation conposed of oak, pine,
and redwood trees, etc. The | ower streamflows through
pastureland with scattered oak trees. The drainage basin is
"V'-shaped in the headwaters | eveling off toward the nouth.
There is very little shade and cover along the | ower

reaches of this streamdue to this relatively small stream
in a wde basin.

Altitude—The altitude of this streamranged from640 feet at
the nouth to 2,321 feet at the headwaters.

Width—The average w dth was 15 feet with a range of 5-25 feet.
Depth—The average depth was 8 inches with a range of 3
inches to 4 feet.

Flow—Measured approxinately 3/4 mle fromthe mouth with pigny neter at 21.82 cfs.
Velocity — Rapi d t hr oughout .

Bottom—In the | ower areas, the bottomconsists of rubble (30%, gravel

(5%, and silt (5%.

(60% sand

Spawning Areas— The spawni ng areas were good extending as far as the falls, wth

gr avel
in of this gravel
cl eani ng the basi n.

ranging frompea size to 2 inches in dianeter. There has been sone silting
caused by slides and wnter flows, but the flowis quickly

Pools— The pool s, for the nost part, were long and narrow, averaging 2-4 feet w de,
1-2 feet deep and 10-20 feet |ong caused by the digging action of the current. There

is a wde, deep, pool

i n which sone fish spend the summer just belowthe falls.

Shelter —The shelter is scarce in the section of streamthat we surveyed. \Wat
shel ter there was consisted of fallen trees and undercut banks, in a few parts 10

feet high.

Barriers—Boul ders for a falls approximately 3%2mles fromnouth on the sout hern
branch. This is the upstreamlimts for anadronous fish, for none have ever

gotten above here.

Food— Seened to be adequate; stoneflys, nayflies, etc.
Winter Conditions—York O eek gets several feet deep and w dens out during wnter rains.
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Pollution—The water was clear and apparently free frompol | ution.

Springs—This streambeging[s] its flowhigh in the mountai ns near the Qr Springs
Road and reportedly has a few springs enptying their flows intoit.

FISHESPRESENT AND SUCCESS-S | ver Sal non and Steel head and/ or Rai nbow trout were
reported seen in York Oreek by several |ocal residents. However, they stated this
year that they observed only 6-8 Steel head and that these were covered wth

brui ses fromthe trip upstream Suckers have al so been seen by | ocal residents.
OTHER VERTEBRATES-Sheep and cattle graze in the |lower area and deer are present
in the mount ai ns.

FISHINGINTENSTY-Quite light - used only by friends of the York brothers.
ACCESIBILITY-Turn of f North State Street about 3 mles north of kiah to the York
Ranch. Ajeep trail runs in back of the ranch for about 2 mles, they one nust wal k.
OTHER RECREATIONAL USES-none known

OWNERSHIP-Mbst of this area is owned by the York brothers.

POSTED-This area i s posted agai nst trespass and hunti ng.

PAST STOCKING —unknown

GENERAL ESTIMATE & RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT —York O eek is a good spawni ng area

but relatively poor nursery. The fish are usually renoved fromhere during the
sumrer nonths by Fish Rescue crews and pl aced el sewhere, due to the |ack of water
except in a few scattered pools, belowthe falls. Continue to nanage as a spawni ng
and nursery area.
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