scanned for KRIS

THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY

Fileform No Date: March 23, 1966

Name:  Mariposa Oeek . (Lane O eek) COUNTY: Mendoci no

STREAM SECTION: FrRoMm: _ Mout h To: Uostreamlinmts LENGTH: 1% m.
TRIBUTARY To: Vst Branch of Russian Rver Twpe: T17N R RI2W Sec:_18 [17]
OTHER NAMES: Lane O eek RIVER SYSTEM: Russi an

SOURCESOF DATA: Personal survey and | ocal residents.

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION-(n March 23, 1966, Kevi n Rockwood
Locmlude Nameof Surveyor, Date, Etc. wal ked downstreamfromthe headwaters of the creek to the
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS nouth at the Wst Branch of the Russian R ver.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION ) N L.
Watershed . RELATION TOOTHERWATERS-Thi s creek | acks significance as a
Immediate Drainage Basin . .
Alitude (Range) Spawning or nursery area due to a large earth filled dam
oradent approxi mately Ynile above nouth. The long spillway has
B (Range insufficient flowfor fish passage.
Velodity GENERAL DESCRIPTION -
Spawning Areas Watershed and Immediate Drainage Basin— The headwat ers of Mari posa
p
;";"'f_e, Ceek are in a nountain forest of redwood trees. It has a V
S shaped drai nage basin at the headwaters and gradual |y becones
Temperatres U shaped near the nmouth. Vegetation is abundant and nost of
Aquatic Plants the upper regions of the creek are well shaded.
Pallton Altitude — Ranges from 860 feet at the nouth to 1800 feet at the
FI Sigén$E$NT AND SUCCESS headwat ers.
OTHER VERTEBRATES H
R A Gradient—Steep to the | ake forned by the damand noderate from
OTHER RECREATIONAL USE there to the nouth.
ACCESSIBILITY .
OWNERSHIP Width — Above the damthe w dth averages three feet and ranges
IMPROVEMENTS. fromtwo to four feet; bel owthe damthe wi dth averages ei ght
ST STOCKING feet and ranges fromthree to fifteen feet.
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT Depth—Above the dam- average 12 inches, range 6" to 3 ft.
SKETCH MAP
REFERENCES AND MAPS Bel ow the dam- average 3 feet, range 8" to 8 feet.

Elow— Unknown

Velocity — Rapi d t hr oughout .

Bottom — Rubbl e (20%, gravel (25%, boul ders (25%, sand (15%, bedrock (10%, nud
and silt (5%.

Spawning Areas—There are good areas above the damwi th | oose gravel from pea-size to
two i nches.

Pools—Bel ow the damthere are four |arge pools covering 65%of the streamw th 35%
riffles. These are 10-15 feet wide, 3-8 feet deep, and 10-30 feet long. Bel ow
the damthe riffles are formed by boul ders and digging action of the current.
Above the damthe streamconsists of 40% pools, 60%riffles. These pools are
forned by | og jans, boul ders, and digging action of the current.

Shelter — Above the damthere i s overhangi ng brush, redwood trees and undercut banks.
Bel ow the damthe shelter consists of overhangi ng brush. Shelter is very

abundant the entire length of this stream

Barriers—The cul vert, 200 yards above the nouth, under the road offers a partial
barrier with falls of approximately 2% feet and six inches of water.

Alarge earth filled dam¥imle above the nouth, with a 30' spillway and a 4'
drop, offers a conplete barrier to mgrating fish. A though an occasi onal



steel head or sal non has been observed to get over the falls, it would not
be able to swmup the spillway due to the shallow, rapidy flow ng water.

Approxi mately 1%2ml es above the nouth, a series of cascadi ng boul der falls nakes
the area above inaccessible to fish.

Diversons—\Véter is diverted fromthe | ake above the damduring summer nonths, for
irrigation.

Food—1 nsects were abundant and many | arvae were observed on the rocks.

Aquatic Plants— Mbss and al gae were observed in the | ower portions of the stream
Winter Conditions — Unknown.

Pallution — None seen.

Springs—Three to four springs were observed approximately 1 mle fromthe nouth.
These springs were apparently rich in iron, an orange-red, floccul ent
precipitate was present.

FISHESPRESENT AND SUCCESS-(ne rai nbow trout/steel head, 7-8" was observed above
the dam Large steel head or sal non were observed bel ow t he dam

OTHER VERTEBRATES-Cattl| e, sal ananders, frogs, and deer were observed.

FISHING INTENSITY —Li ght .

OTHER RECREATIONAL USES— Uhknown

ACCESSIBILITY —Mari posa Oeek is accessible by jeep trail to the upper limts of
the existing fishery.

OWNERSHIP-Pri vat e.

POSTED OR OPEN - Post ed.

IMPROVEMENTS-A fish | adder could be built to enabl e anadronous fishes to get
above the dam

PAST STOCKING — None known.

GENERAL ESTIMATE AND RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT —The earth filled damforns a
barrier to anadronous fish, blocking off 1.25 mles of good spawni ng and nursery
area. The owners of this damshould be required to build a fish |adder to allow
for this upstreammgration.

If the proposed damon the Wst Branch of the Russian Rver is built, it wll
bl ock all upstreammnigration to this part of the drai nage, making a fish | adder
unnecessary.



