FI ELD NOTE

Chur chman Creek

Ten Ml e River Drainage
Mendoci no County

February 3, 1965--On this day Jim Ryan, Witesell, Jack Brady and nyself
wal ked out about two miles of this streamin reference to stream cl earance.
The first phase of stream cl earance was conpleted on this stream during

the winter of 1963-64. At that tinme all log janms were renpoved, nostly by
cutting up into small pieces and placi ng above normal high waters. In one
area a snmall power wi nch was used to pull larger |ogs above high water.

On this date we found that conditions had changed. The storm of Decenber
probably contributed a good deal to this change. W found that a great

deal of shifting of gravels fromthe headwater section to the mnidsection
took place. Scouring of the stream sone places as nuch as four feet, was
common t hroughout. Five gravels were deposited in one section of approxi-
mately one-half mle in length which doesn't appear to have nuch val ue as

a spawni ng and nursery area. The stormwaters by changi ng the stream bottom
uncovered large | ogs. These, coupled with drifting stream cl earance debris
fromlast year's stream cl earance and other snall debris, created 10 to 15
smal | | og jans.

The nornal operation in streamclearance is to renbve as nuch wood materi al
fromthe stream as economcally possible the first year. After the follow ng
winter's high flows, streamclearance is again conducted to renpbve any un-
covered material that formnew | og jans.

As it was felt that the anount of nmaterial in the stream was not excessive,
stream cl earance will continue as nornal.

About 25 silver sal non carcasses, one pair of spawning silver sal non and
three adult steel head were seen. Spawni ng redds were comon t hroughout
nost of the streamexcept in the md one-half mle section of fine gravels.
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