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EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The entire creek with the exception of about
one mle of extreme headwater tributaries which were too small or wth
a gradient being too steep to support fishlife was wal ked out by

S. N Nye and Herbert Adans on Sept. 7, 1961.

LOCATION - Canpbel | Creek rises just south of Dutchman's Knol | which
is approximately 8 airline mles northeast of the town of Ft. Bragg.
[t flows in a meandering nmanner nostly westerly to enter the South
Fork of Ten Mle River.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS- This is one of the better tributaries of

the South Fork of Ten Mle River which provides water, spawning and
nursery area.

GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed - This is a typical streamof the

west side of the north coastal range. It drains an estimted 12 sq.
mles. It is atypical north coastal mountainous area with transitional
forest of redwood, fir, alder and willow wth some oak and brush.

I mmedi ate Drainage Basin - It is primarily a very steep and narrow
V-shaped canyon running through heavily tinbered area of redwood, some
fir, large alders and willow with some oak and brush. In sone sections
it widens out into a U-shaped canyon with grassy slopes in the bottom
and sides. There is a great deal of downed tinber and |arge anounts

of hunus along the steep sides. The area has been heavily |ogged in
the past years, probably 40 to 50 years ago, now show ng second grow h
of redwood and sone fir.

to 900'
Extrenely steep (7% in the extreme headwater areas, dropping rapidly

in the upper mddle areas to gradual to noderate (1% throughout the rest of the
stream average 1%to 2% In parts of the headwater area there was no flow.

Wdth - Extreme headwater areas it is about 1 foot, in the |ower area about 10 feet,
average is about 4 feet throughout. Wnter w dths appear to be up to 10 feet in the
upper areas, and up to 35 to 40 feet in the |ower areas.

Depth - Varies from2 inches in the upper areas up to about 24 inches in |ower
areas, with an overall average of 3 inches. Wnter indications show 1 foot in the
extreme headwaters to 10 feet in the |ower areas.

Flow - Ranges from5 gpmin |ower section of the headwaters area to .3 cfs in the

| ower section of streamw th an overall average of .3 cfs throughout the main stream
Wnter conditions indicate fairly high rapid runoff.

Vel ocity - Ranges fromslowto rapid with an overall average of slow.

Bottom - The bottomvaries greatly with sone bedrock, quite a bit of sand, nore
gravel and some rubble. The overal|l average of the streamwoul d be sand and gravel.



Spawni ng Areas - Fair throughout but scattered with some areas being |arger than
other areas; poor in the headwater section, but varying fromfair to good in the

m ddl e and | ower sections. Sone areas woul d average 50%to 75% per 100 yards, while
others woul d only average 15% per 100 yards. In some sections there were no spawning
gravel s avail able.

Pool s - Conmon to abundant throughout, averaging 3 to 5 pools per 100 yards and were
formed by bedrock, undercut banks, tree stunps, fallen Iogs, and log janms. Pools
woul d vary from2' x 5 x 1' deep to 20' x 60" x 5 deep with an average of 5 x
15" x 2' deep.

Shelter - Considered excellent throughout, with streamgrowth as well as stream
side growth (streamgrowth indicates alders and other trees growing right directly
in stream bed), undercut banks, log jans and roots.

Barriers - No definite barriers were observed. However, in the extreme headwater
section, the steep gradient and |ow streamflows formthe upper limts of fishery
val ue at present and therefore, mght be considered as a barrier

Diversions - The only diversion observed was an ol d 300 gpm punp with Briggs-
Stratton engine which was inoperative and |ocated about .2 mle upstreamfromthe
mout h.

Tenperatures - Air tenperature ranged from61° F. to 69° F. throughout the day with
an overal | average of 65° F. Water tenperatures were a constant 549 F. throughout the
main stream In the only good side tributary it was 57° F

Food - Conmmon throughout with caddis fly and mayfly larvae with some stonefly and
other unidentified aquatic insects.

Wnter Conditions - Evidently mld with little sign of either high scouring or
erosion. Wnter water runoff would be high and rapid. See width, depth and flow

for winter indications.

Pol I ution -The only indication of possible pollution was the presence of an iron
oxi de conbined with bacteria and/or al gae which formed the heavy, thick, orangey
growh in the water. This was more predoni nant throughout the mddle section of

the stream covering alnost all sections approximtely 50 yards to 75 yards |ong
Aquatic Plants - Bulrush, grass (water grasses) and weeds wi th heavy concentrations
of thistles and nettles and some ferns throughout the stream

Springs - Considered common throughout with very little flow coming fromthem

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Only 2 species of fish were observed. They were

steel head from1" to [-1/2" to 6" in length, ranging from10 to 15 per pool. The steel-
head success, condition and natural propagation is considered good. The silver

sal non present ranged from2" to 4" in length, with 10 to 15 per pool and success,
condition and natural propagation were considered good. Silver salnon represented
an estimted 4% of the fish population in this stream Some fish were observed
inthe intermttent pools but were scarce while fish were common in upper and | ower
ar eas.

OTHERVERTEBRATES - Frogs and sal amanders were common throughout the stream Q her

| arge vertebrates consisted of deer, sheep and bear

FI SHING | NTENSI TY - Unknown but fromsigns seen, it is estimated that there is
probably fishing for salnon and steel head adults in the fall and wi nter but very
little fishing in the sumrer

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Fishing and hunting woul d be the only recreational use.
ACCESSI BI LITY - Canpbel |l Creek is accessible by foot either fromthe mouth, or

by dropping off the ridge into the headwaters where access is very steep and al nost
straight down in spots. Access to the main creek would be 5 mles north on H ghway 1,
fromPudding Creek bridge at Ft. Bragg to Little Valley Road. Turn right 2 mles
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to Hyman ranch house and gate, continue one mle across the South Fork of Ten Mle
River through gate and turn left on dirt road. It is about .4 nmile to the mouth
of Campbel| Creek. The other access woul d be by continuing on road along the South
Fork up to the jeep trail. Go approximately 3.5 mles to 4 niles along this jeep
trail to the headwaters area where you drop off the ridge on foot. This jeep trai
Efazes the South Fork of Ten Mle Creek road not far past the South Fork Recreation
u
OMERSH P - Owmed by Ms. Luz at the lower end of the streamnear the nouth; the rest
i's by the Aborigine Lunber Conpany.
POSTED OR OPEN - The entire area is posted.
| MPROVEMENTS - No inprovenments were observed.
PAST STOCKI NG - Unknown.
GENERAL ESTI MATE - Canpbel|l Creek is in a very poor condition as are very many of
the streams this year due to low water and |ow rainfall. Canpbell Creek has received
heavy damage from past |ogging which probably occurred from50 to 60 years ago, or
more. There are old trails and an old railroad bed with trestles alongside and built
directly in the creek. Mich of the |ogging debris and damage in this creek is from
broken down trestles and trestle beans which have col | ected m scel | aneous | o0gging
debris comng down the stream The creek is heavily grown over wth alders, wllows,
brush, thistles, thorn bushes and nettles growi ng along the creek. The creek is
intermttent in flow throughout the mddle section. The only tributary of any val ue
is listed as Tributary A in the acconpanying map. It has only 5 gpmflow and no
fish observed in this tributary. Overall access |s fairly difficult in sone parts
with fair walking in others. It is necessary to craw through, over and/or under
| og Lans, overgrown material, trees, fallen trees and to cut your way through the
brush. Canpbel| Creek has very good possibilities if it is cleaned out.
RECOWENDED MANAGEMENT - It is recomrended that this streambe cleaned out entirely
fromthe mouth to the upper and extreme headwaters (to upper headwater so dislodged
material does not conme down to cause nore jams). Clean out all of the alders, wllows
and brush throughout the main streambed and clean out the North Fork or Tributary A
on the map (Section 17). This will enhance and open up many of the remaining areas
to fishlife and increase spawning and nursery areas. titer clean-up, Canmpbell Creek
coul d be managed for anadronmous fish as a spawning and nursery area, producing a
great dealnore fish than what was observed at this tinme.
SKETCH MAP - Attached.
REFERENCES & MAPS - Personal data and survey, assisted by local ranchers in the area
who of fered suggestions on accessibility and possible condition of the stream
Maps used: (1) Union Lumber Co. 1945; (2) Calif. Div. Forestry, Mndocino County,
north half, 1948; (3) USGS 15-mnute series, Bransconb Quad., 1951. It should be
noted that these nmaps differ in road as well as stream markings and access.
Accuracy of the map is thereby questioned, although we have tentatively used the USGS
mp wWith nore reliability than some of the other maps.

S. Nye/cd



