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EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The entire portion of the South Fork was
wal ked out on Septenber 16, 18, 19 and 20, 1961, fromthe extrene
headwaters to the confluence of Ten Mle River, a total distance
of approximately 21 mles of stream by S. N Nye, W Jones,

J. Crowdus, H Adans, and J. Santos.

LOCATION - The South Fork of Ten Mle River rises sharply west

of Sherwood Peak off of the Sherwood Road, flow ng west by south,
and then west, then northerly, then westerly, then northwesterly
into the min Ten Mle River.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - The South Fork of Ten Mle River is an
important tributary to the Ten Mle River, supplying both a great
deal of water, as well as snawning and nursery area for anadronous
fishes.

GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed - The South Fork of Ten Mle River
Is a typical north coastal, nountainous, heavily forested, second
growth transition zone, having been heavily | ogged over and fired
in the past.

| mredi at e Drainage Basin - The basin is primarily a very steep
V-shaped canyon in the extreme headwaters, widening into a md
zone area to forma small valley. The streamnarrows down into
anot her steep V-shaped canyon, just above and near the ccnfluence
of Redwood Creek, opening up into another valley bel ow Redwood

Creek, narrow ng down again above Churchman Creek to another U to V-shaped
canyon with steep sides, eventually w dening out into an open valley near the

| ower end and continuing into a wider valley with the confluence of the Ten Mle
River. There is considerable heavy downed and hurmus material along the slopes

of the steep-sided canyons. The main cover consists of second cut Redwood and
Douglas fir, with considerable alder and willow along the stream Approximtely
the lower 1-1/2 m. of streamconmes out of the tinbered area conpletely into

grassy sl opes.
(Range) Altitude ranges fromthe extreme headwaters at 2500 ft. down

A titude -

to 2000 ft. with the useable fishery value at present, down to a range of 25 ft.(altitude)
with the confluence of the main Ten Mle River. This information is gathered
fromthe maps of the U S. G S. Topographic Quads.

G adi ent

- The gradient in the headwaters is fairly steep, rising from5 to 10 ft.

per 100 ft. at the upper end of the observed area. The mddle and | ower sections

consi st of ver
or approxi mat e

?/ noderate gradient, ranging from2 to 1 ft. per 100 ft. of stream
y

1 to 2% grade.
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Wdth - The width ranges from2 to 70 ft. with an average of 5 ft. in the

upper section, ranging to an average of 15 ft. in the nmddle section, to an

average of 35 to 40 ft. in the |ower section

Depth - The denth ranges from1l in. to 4 ft. with an average of 4 in. throughout

the upper section, with an average of approximately 6 in. in the mddle and

| ower sections.

Flow - Flowrange from.3 c.f.s. to 3.5 c.f.s. The .3 c.f.s. was recorded in

the extreme headwater section, with a recording of 1.2 c.f.s. just above the

confluence of Redwood Creek. Recorded flow bel ow Redwood Creek was 1.8 c.f.S

Recorded flow just above the confluence of Churchman Creek was 2.0 c.f.s. Recorded

flow just above Little Valley intersection road was 2.5 c.f.s. Recorded flow

1/2 m. upstreamfrom confluence of Ten Mle River was 3.5 c.f.s. It should

be noted that these flow readings were taken within three or four days after

a l/2 inch recorded rainfall at Fort Bragg. The true flow woul d be very hard

to determne as the type of stream bed consisting of gravel and rubble probably

realized a great deal of percolation. The only flow records we have neces-

sarily would be surface flow

Velocity - Velocity is considered rapid throughout the upper section, becom ng

rapid to sluggish In the mddle section, and nmostly slugish in the | ower

section due to the wi de stream bed

Bottom - The upper section consists predom nantly of gravel with sone boul ders

and rubbl e, becom ng gravel predomnant in the mddle and | ower sections with

sone rubble, sonme bedrock, with the lower [/2 m. consisting of sand, nud, and

silt, beccmng swanp-like with backed-up water

Spawni ng Areas - Spawning areas are considered excellent throughout. Spawning

areas consist of 5to 80%in range tnroughout the strean, being poor in the

extreme heaciwaters and beconm ng progressively better as one approaches the

| ower end. The over-all average woul d be probably around 50% or better

The lower 1/2 to 3/4 m. of streambed consists of no spawning gravels, being

primarily mud, sand, and silt.

Pool s - Pools woul d be considered abundant throughout. Size range of pools woul d be

5ft. by 10 ft. by 2 ft. to 40 ft. by 100 ft. by 12 ft., with an over-al

average of 15 ft. by 25 ft. by 4 ft. Pools consist of undercut banks, fallen |ogs,

sone bedrock pools, log jampools, and wide, |ong pools in gravel areas. Pools

woul d average 1 to 2 per 100 ft. of stream bed

Shelter - Shelter is considered adequate throughout, consisting of undercut banks,

|l og jams, fallen |ogs, overhanging vegetation, and heavy growth of trees. Shelter

is quite comon to abundant in the upper and middl e sections, becom ng scarce

and nore open in the |ower areas. Some areas are intermttent with heavy growh,

becom ng open, and closing up again, and then beconming open to a steady open

area in the |lower end

Barriers - There are 7 barriers listed, as well as included in 238 jans for

the main South Pork of Ten Mle River. See barrier survey for description and

| ocation

Diversions - Two diversions were observed in the | ower section of stream

No. 1 - A30 HP. electric punp with 4 in. suction, Ttith a 3 in. output,

rated approximtely 500 gal. per minute, located on the Gen Gay
Ranch just approximtely 30 yards above Smith Creek confluence
wth Ten Mle.
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Diversions Cont'd
No. 2 - A 4-cyl. engine punp, with a 4" suction, rated approxi mtely

500 gal . per mnute, located near the ower Gen Gay Ranch,

possi bly on the upper Smith Ranch
Exact location or ownership is unknown.
Tenperatures - During the four days of survey air tenperatures ranged from 600
to 750 . Water tenperatures during this same 4-day period ranged from56° in the
extreme upper section of the South Fork Ten Mle to 58° near the confluence of
Redwood Creek, to 60° near the confluence of Churchman Creek, to 65° near Little
Val | ey Road intersection, to 66° [ocated in the extrene | ower end
Food - Food is considered adequate throughout; prinmary source of supply woul d
be caddis fly as the predom nant food, with considerable Mayfly and stone fly
| arvae; other unidentified aquatic bugs, flies, and insects were present.
Aguatic Plants - Very few aquatic plants existed in the upper section--primarily
al gae. Through the mddle and | ower sections, some tules, rush, horsetails,
and some water grasses were observed but could be, and woul d be, considered
rare throughout. Al gae was very heavy in the mddle and | ower sections.
Wnter Conditions - Wnter conditions are subject to high and heavy run-off
of freshets. See station data for further indications. Wnter water indications
show up to 10 ft. or better in width in the extreme headwaters, with indications
of 2 to 10 ft. in height. Mddle and | ower winter conditions indicate from20
to 90 ft. in streambed width, with an over-all average of 30 ft. for the mddle
and 70 ft. for the lower, ranging uo to 6 ft. in depth.
Pol lution - No pollution was observed in the upper section. Mddle and | ower
sections showed possibie source fromdonestic area, with sheep and cattle refuse
Sone algae and iron rust-colored material conbined were observed in sone sections.
It should be noted that no flsh were observed in these areas where this al gae
and iron rust-colored material existed
Springs - Springs are considered normal for this time of year, being fairly
conmon t hr oughout .
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Fish ranged in the steel head/rainbow trout class
froml to 10 in., with an over-all 3 in. average. Silver saimon ranged from
lin to4in., witha?2to3in. average. Steelhead/rainbow trout were
consi dered abundant for the streamcondition. Silver salnon were considered
comon under the same streamcondition. The range of fish for the upper section
of the South Fork of Ten Mle River consisted of 80% steel head/rai nbow trout
and 20% silver salmon. Not as many fish were observed as expected in the upper
section, believed due to large Barrier No. 148 |ocated just above junction with
Redwood Creek. No silver salnon were seen above No. 60 Barrier. Steelhead/rain-
bow trout were seen in decreasing nunbers all the way up to No. 14 Jam
The largest concentration of fish was observed in the | ower end above the dry,
intermttent flow area, above Redwood Creek, consisting of 1 to 30 fish per
pool. One fish per 3 pools was observed fromJam No. 40 through 14, in the
upper area. The niddle and | ower are as showed many more fish than the upper area.
The percentage observed in the mddle and | ower areas woul d be approximtely 70%
rai nbow trout/steeihead to 30%silver salnon. Fish would nunber 50 to 60 per
average size pool in the mddle and | ower sections. |'he success of fish in the
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South Fork Ten Mle woul d be considered very good for the conditions present,
consisting of low flows and a great many |og jans and possible barriers.

OTHER VERTEBRATES- The upper area consists primarily of deer and bear. The

m ddl e and | ower areas consist primarily of sheep and cattle, deer, a few bear
(signs), a few bobcat (signs), and in the streamitself, frogs and sal amanders
FISHING INTENSITY - In the upper area fishing intensity is unknown. The middle
and | ower fishing intensity could probably be |ight but actually unknown.

Tal king with some | ocal people indicates sone fishing for adult run sal non and
st eel head

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Fishing, hunting, canping, hiking and sw nmng woul d
consist of the only other known recreational use for this area. This woul d
depend primarily on permssion of the many owners of the area for trespass.
ACCESSIBILITY - The access for this area is fairly difficult and very detailed
as to the many nunbers of roads, intersections, logging trails, skid trails

and | ogging roads which one could get conpletely turned around and confused on

If atripis planned into any of the area it woul d be advisable to contact the
witer for detailed instructions. It is possible for access fromthe bottom

or lower Ten Mle South Fork through the Smth Ranch, also through the Gen Gay
Ranch, Canp 1 Road, and through Hyman Ranch fromLittle Valley Road, and from
Uni on Lunber Conpany roads through Pudding Creek over Ransey Ridge, through

Gate No. 22, and up over to the South Fork. This road al so continues on up

to Redwood Creek and then veers sharply up over Smth Ridge near Dutchman's
Knol'|. This is primarily 4-wheel drive access in the back areas. The headwaters
Is available by dropping off the ridge from Sherwood Road and continuing by foot.
An ol d railroad bed follows the streamall the way UB and to many tributaries.
This railroad bed, however, is intermttent--having been slid in, caved off,
overgrown, and many trestles al nost destroyed. It is, therefore, very difficult
wai ki ng through nost parts except where a few roads do parallel or hit the stream
There are many ol d logging roads, trails, and skid trails fromlogging operations
whi ch cover nuch of the area, but access into themis al nost inpossible except

by foot and only if one knows where they are |ocated. A few general instructions
will follow Mleages fromSouth Lincoln Street and Gak Street in Fort Bragg

near the Marine Resources office via Pudding Creek, Union Lunber Conpany road,
via Ransey Ridge road, to Sherwood Road is 12.45 mles. MI|eages frominter-
section of Sherwood Road and Ransey Ridge Road to the headwaters of the South
Fork area of Ten Mle located near the old mll is 9.05 mles. MIleages from
South Lincoln and Cak Street, Fort Bragg, via Union Lunber Conpany and Pudding
Creek Road to Ramsey Ridge Road, to Churchman Creek headwaters road and Gate No. 22
Is 15.5 mles. Mleages fromGte No. 22 to turn-around uphill and sw tchbacks
via Redwood Creek North Fork turn-around is 4.4 mles. Mleages fromthe office
road which is South Lincoln Street and Oak Street, Fort Bragg, via Pudding Creek-
Uni on Lunber Conpany Road to Little Valley Road is 5.85 mles. MI|eages were not
checked but are readily available fromFort Bragg north on Hghway 1 to Little
Vall ey Road turn-off, past Hyman Ranch to South Fork of Ten Mle. Access also
can be made to the | ower section by going north fromFort Bragg on H ghwa,y 1 to
G en Gay Ranch Road or Od Canp 1 Road to the South Fork, which ties in wth
the South Fork Road which also ties inwth Little Valley Road. Further access
can be made near the mouth via the Union Lunber Conrany Road which crosses the
South Fork of Ten Mle, anproximately 100 yards above the confluence with the
Ten Mle River. Access into this area can also be had by going down the Smth
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Ranch Road from H ghway 1 north of Fort Bragg, or just short of the Ten Mle
H ghway 1 bridge. It is suggested that people wishing access into the area
for further check do not contact Union Lunber Conpany, or Division of Forestry,
or some of the local wardens or other people, as research into this has shown
us that they do not know the existing road conditions. It has taken many days
of investigation by jeep and 4-wheel drive vehicles, as well as by foot, to
find and | ocate all the roads that are shown on the acconpanying drawn nmap
It is recomrended that access to this area be followed fromthis map
OMERSHI P - The known owners are |isted here. Union Lunber Conpany, Ms. Lute
M. Hyman, Ms. Smth, M. Gen Gay, and some access covered by the South Fork
Rod and Gun Club (whether this is ownership or just access rights i s unknown),
and any other owners are unknown at this time, if any.
POSTED OR OPEN - The mjority of this stream is posted, as well as |ocked.
The | ower section fromLittle Valley Road intersection on down via the South
Fork Road has many gates but none are |ocked at this time. Al gates from
Little Valley Road Intersection upstreamthe rest of the way are all |ocked
| MPROVEMENTS - None observed other than Ms. Smith on the extrenme |ower section
who is now cleaning out and burning jams and wood materi al
PAST STOCKI NG - Past stocking is unknown.
GENERAL ESTI MATE - The upper section of the South Fork of Ten Mle River is
a fair to good spawning and nursery area for silver salnmon and steel head/ rai nbow
trout. The over-all streamsection of the South Fork of Ten Mle River and
drai nage has received heavy damage in the past fromlogging and fire. Many of
the jans are fromold railroad trestles, pilings and bridges. Mich of this
stream nust be reached by foot and the area is heavily overgrown in many areas.
This streamhas a very-good potential if it could be cleared and cl eaned out.
Under present conditions of log janms and low flows, it is considered The stream
is putting out very well as far as spawning and nursery area for anadronous fish,
inthat there are many fish now present. It nmust be assunmed, however, if cleaned
and cleared out, the streamcoul d double and possibly triple the popul ation it
now has
RECOVWENDED MANAGEMENT - It is the recomrendation of this witer that the jans
and wood materials in and near this streambe cleaned out, along with all of the
growing willows and alders in the actual streambed area. It is also felt by this
witer that the small tributaries and headwaters areas which are of no fisheries
val ue, present or future, be cleaned out, so that wood material does not come
down to fcrmpossible barriers after the main streamand tributaries are cleaned out.
Upon conpl etion of this work, the South Fork of Ten Mle River could then be
restocked in the upper sections and be managed as anadronous fish spawning and
nursery area with the possibility of IZture fishing being permtted after the
run is well established
SKETCH MAPS, REFERENCES AND MAPS - See, attached sketch maps
1. Union Lunmber Conpany, 1945, by Montgomery
2. US.GS 1951 - 15 Mnute series - Bransconmb and G enblair sections
3. California Division of Forestry, 1949, Mendocino County's
North and South Half.

End of report. Submitted by S. N Nye

S. N Nye/nh
cc: SO N Nye



