scanned for KRIS

State of California The Resources Agency
Memorandum
To : FLES Date: January 30, 1968

From: Depatment of Fish and Game - Region 3

Subject: Millerton Creek - Tributary to Tomaes Bay, Marin County

On January 17, 1968, Keith Dunbar of the North Coastal Regional
Water Quality Control Board and Warden Al @ ddi ngs and Bi ol ogi st
DO ck More of the Departnent of F sh and Game checked on this stream
that extents Tonmal es Bay about 1/2 mle south of MIlerton Point.

Al G ddings reported a dairy was discharging dairy wastes into a
gulch that ran north and entered MIlerton Oreek about 1 to 1-1/2
mles upstreamfromthe nouth. He reported the dairy is probably in
joint ownership of M. Robert G acomni and Wal do G acom ni .

Al G ddings reported about two weeks earlier, during stormrunoff,
wat er at the downstreamside of H ghway #1 bridge had foam over the
surface. Ducks from Tonal es Bay congregated and fed in this area.

During the present observations the streamwas fairly clear at the
nmout h wi th occasi onal bubbl es on the surface.

The streamwas checked by car fromthe H ghway #1 bridge upstream
about 1 to 1% mles to the gulch nenti oned above. A considerabl e
amount of manure was noted in the vicinity of the stream and
streanbed. Manure was up to five inches deep on areas that had been
qui et backwater flat areas during heavy runoff.

A large anount of nmanure was mxed wth streamnaterials. Sand bars
were found to be conposed mainly of nanure. Holes in gravel bars
cont ai ned manure. Manure settl ed anong streansi de vegetations, Holes
dug in gravel bars filled with a greenish brown water w th foam at
t he surface.

Sal moni ds have not been observed in this streamin the |ast few
years, however, M. Buz De Gallardi reports having caught steel head
inthis streamin past years. M. Erwin Canieri of the California
H ghway Patrol also reports steelhead in this streamin past years.



FI LES - 2 - January 30, 1968
M. Gscar Johnson is presently operating oyster beds 1 to 1-1/2 mles
north of MIllerton O eek. He has observed nanure as much as three feet

wi de al ong the beach. He al so reports seeing unusual |y heavy al gae
growt hs on his oyster beds.

Concl usi on
1. This dairy discharge is definitely deleterious to fish.

2. The dairy discharge mght contamnate the oysters. Inthis event the
dairy di scharge woul d be del eterious to shellfish and shellfish
habi t at .

Recommendat i ons

1. Prevent manure fromentering stream
Gonsult wth Al G ddings on the best procedure to achieve this end.

Consult the Regional Water Quality Control Board on setting
standards on this dairy discharge.

R chard L. More
Assi stant Water Quality Biol ogi st
Regi on 3

cc Al G ddings



