
Chinook Salmon

We determined the sex of 304 adult chinook salmon during the
survey (152 spring-run and 152 fall-run). Of the adult spring-
run chinook salmon observed, 74.3% were females, while adult
fall-run fish were 67.1% females. The percentages of females in
the survey were generally highest during the early and late weeks
of the survey and lowest during the middle weeks (Figure 5). The
preponderance of females in the adult chinook salmon run has been
noted in all but two of the previous surveys and has ranged from
73.6% to 25.8% (Appendix 5). The preponderance of females among
adult fish results when males return as grilse, thereby
decreasing the number of males left to return as adults.

Coho Salmon

We determined the sex of 59 coho, 80% (47) of which were females.
For comparison, 42.4% and 57.1% of the coho we examined in 1988
and 1989, respectively, were females (Zuspan 1991a,  1992a). Not
enough coho salmon were recovered this year to evaluate seasonal
trends in their sex ratio. Last year, the seasonal trend in sex
ratio for coho salmon was similar to that of chinook (Zuspan
1992a).
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FIGURE 5. Percent females in the adult chinook salmon population
observed in the mainstem Trinity river during the 1990-91 spawner
survey. The arrow indicates the date separating the spring from
the fall run.


