
FIGURE 9. Estimated
spawners per river km,
Trinity River spawner
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adult chinook salmon spawning density, in
measured during the 1987 through 1991 mainstem
surveys.

than in previous years (450 versus 300 CFS). While the higher
flows probably lowered temperatures this year, they were not
significantly lower than in previous years. It may be that the
higher flows increased the holding and spawning habitat to a point
that allowed chinook salmon to spawn in the lower reaches of river.
It should also be noted that the decreases in spawner escapements
over the last few years may have somehow caused spawners to
distribute themselves more evenly. However, while there has been a
steady decrease in annual spawner escapements in the last few years


