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FIGURE 6. Proportions of female adult chinook carcasses observed in the mainstem
Trinity River during the 1992-93 spawner survey. The arrow shows the estimated
separation between the spring and fall runs.

A preponderance of adult females in the chinook run has been noted
in all but two of the previous surveys. Female proportions have
ranged from 73.6% to 25.8% (Appendix 6). Increased numbers of
females among adult spawners result when more males than females
return as grilse for a particular brood year.

Coho Salmon

We determined the sex of 51 coho, 17 (33.3%) of which were
females. For comparison, 42%, 57%, 80%, and 60% of the coho
examined in the 1988 through 1991 seasons, respectively, were
females (Zuspan 1991, 1992a, 199233, 1994).

Prespawning Mortality

Prespawning mortality was determined only for carcasses observed
during surveys in the mainstem Trinity River that were either
unmarked condition-two, Program-marked, or flagged recoveries.

Chinook Salmon

We determined the spawning condition of 185 adult female chinook
salmon, including 51 spring-run and 134 fall-run fish. Prespawning
mortality rates were 5.9% (3/51) and 0.7 % (l/134) for female spring
and fall chinook, respectively.


