THE RESCURCES AGENCY COF CALIFORNA
Department of Fish and Game
STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM No. ..

Mouth: T 7N, R 8E, S 8 Dot e Aprll 24’ 1974
NAVE.....Pony Creek COUNTY. ... Trinity

STREAM SECTI ON From nmouth to 1st trail crossing then along on way to Pony Buttesg LENGTH 3-1/2 i,

TRI BUTARY TO East Fork of New River Twp..37N ... R8E Sec. 4,8,9

OTHER NAMES None RIVER SYSTEM...... NewRiver......

SORCES  CF DATA..PefrsonaI obls_ervaéions of John Thomas & Carrol Powell , and
references |isted in survey.
Hs ot

EXTE&\ITd OF OgSERVATION CEI\ERAL [Esm P-I-I O\I 3'§ SU W"ch

Incdude Namedf Surveyor, Dete Efc.

REUATION TO OTHER WATERS Pony Creek is bounded on the west by e Oven Rdge, and
CENERAL  DESCRIPTION , on the east by the East Fork of New Rver. Its headwaters
imeide . Dawge - Bain originates at the base of Pony Buttes at elevation 5,600
Gradient feet. The stream traverses a fairly steep canyon and

P enge) travels about 4} to 5 mles where it joins the East Fork
velocity of New Rver at elevation 2,250 feet. Pony Qeek has one
gpanning Area fairly large tributary--Mlk Qeek. This stream was not
! checked during the survey. The elevation changes from the
Barriers

S res headwaters to the nouth of Pony Oeek can be separated into
“Auaic fars four different areas:

Winter  Conditions

Pallution .

e SENT AND. SICCES st mle--1, 600" elev. change or 30 % grade (headwaters)
OTHER ~ VERTEBRATES 2nd mle-- 700" elev. change, or 13 % grade

JHER RECREATIONAL USE 3rd & 4th mle--400 elev. change, or 7 % grade

%ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁpom 5th mle-- 250" elev. change, or 4 % grade (routh)

AT TOCKING The vegetation in the Pony Geek drainage consists nainly
EKETCH Map © WANAGEMENT of Douglas fir. In the upper end of the drainage red fir
REFERENCES AND MAPS | becomes common; whereas, in the mddle and |ower parts of

the creek,white fir and California black oak are present.
Near the stream banks are alder and maple from the upper parts of the creek

to the nouth.

Gold mning activity began in the drainage in the 1850 s. The entire stream

bed from the mouth to the headwaters was continuall mned for gold from

this timethrough the 1890's. The creek was worked to bedrock for al nost

the entire drainage. This is still very obvious in the area around the

mouth, at Lake Cty, and in the vicinity of the wupper cabin (see nmap). Her e
are found large fields of boulders Iying on either side of the stream

course, and here the stream still runs mainly over bedrock. Six sanple

sites were chosen by the GCeological Survey in 1969 and 1970 in Pony O eek.
These sanples showed that gold occurring in cents per cubic yard anounted

to just traces below the mouth of MIk Oeek to as much as 1.6 in the head-
waters area. This GCeological Survey report stated that the recorded pro-
duction from placer operations in the East Fork and its tributaries totals
310 ounces of gol d.

Pony Oreek has a width of about 3 to 4 feet, Wth a nean depth of about 1
to 2 feet. The flow was estimated at 1.5 cfs during the survey. The stream
bottom was conposed of minly bedrock, with some boul der, rubble and gravel
present.
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Pool s

There was a ratio of about 80 pools to 20 riffles. Mst pools were in
exposed  bedrock. Sone pools were seen as deep as 6 feet.

Shel ter

Excel l ent shelter. Stream well shaded, and there is good cover for fish

under banks and boul ders.

Barriers

No barriers were noted in the surveyed area. The stream begins to get
steep between MIk Oeek and Lake Qdty. There could be barriers in this
section. The trail did not go close to the creek here.

Di versi ons

There was nuch evidence of old flumes and waterways along the sides of,
the <creek, but none are in working condition any nore. It appears that
these flumes havn't been used much past the turn of the century.

Tenper at ures

The following spot tenperature checks were nade:

Ar ea Dat e Ti me \at er Air
Pony Cr. headwaters at cabin 7-30-73 12: 503 63° F 90° F
E. Ek. just above Pony OCr. 8-2-73 08:50 63° F 63° F
Pony QOeek near nouth 8-2-73 08:50 63° F 63° F
E. Fk. just below Pony C. 8-2-73 08:50 63° F 630 F
Air tenperatures were confortable usually until around 11:00 in the
morni ng, then became extrenely hot for the rest of the day. In |eaving

Pony Qeek in the headwaters, heading for Pony Lake or Millane Corral, it
Is advisable to carry water along this section as none is available along
the way wuntil you cross over into the East Fork drainage. Oice you are
over the divide there is a smll spring by the trail about 1 to 12 mles
beyond the divide.

Food

Mayfly ¢ stonefly and caddis fly nynphs were noted. Fish seened to be
minly feeding on flying terrestrial insects landing on the water surface.

Food did not appear "to be a limting factor.

Aguati c Pl ant s

None obser ved.

Wnter Conditions

No notes were nmade on wnter conditions.



Pol | uti on

None  observed.

Springs

None observed in drainage. See notes on Tenperatures.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS

The stream contains minly RI/SH fingerlings and vyearlings 2 inches to

7 inches long. Their abundance, success and condition was good. There
is a good possibility that the RT are resident rainbow above Lake Gty;
however, no barriers were noted. Fishing intensity is very light in the
stream  This is nostly concentrated at the trail «crossings and in the
vicinity of the nouth.

Accessibility

The following tine checks were nade while going to this area:

Area Ti me Accunul ative Time

Weaverville 0 0

Hawki ns  Bar 55 m nutes 55 m nutes
Denny 45 mnutes 1 hr. 40 mnutes
USFS  Corral 15 mnutes 1 hr. 55 mnutes
End of road and start of trail 5 m nut es 2 hrs.

Start of trail (time by horse) 0 0

Wi skey  Oreek 23 mnutes 23 mnutes
Uhknown  tributary (cabin present) 17 m nutes 40 m nutes
“Wites Ceek 15 mnutes 55 minutes
Pony GCeek trail junction 6 mnutes 1 hr. 1 minute
Pony O eek 9 mnutes 1 br. 10 m nutes.
M O eek 23 mnutes 1 hr. 33 mnutes
Lake Qty 15 mnutes 1 hr. 48 mnutes
Wper Pony . at cabin (see nap) 52 mnutes 2 hr. 40 mnutes
Owner shi p

Al  streamarea along Pony Ceek is inside the Trinity National Forest.
That portion of the creek upstream from Lake Gty is inside the Trinity
Aps Wlderness Area. The entire stream is open to public use.

| nprovenent s

None.

Past St ocking

None.



General Estimte

This stream is one of three najor tributaries of the East Fork of New
River. It ranks second in inportance next to the South Fork of the East
Fork of New Rver. RT are present the full length of the stream Most
likely the najority of these fish are RI/SH The fish population above
Lake Gty could be resident RT, but no barriers were noted. The stream
from MIk COeek to Lake Gty is rather steep, and there could be a barrier
in this section. Since the trail |left the stream in this area, this was
not checked out. Future surveys of the drainage could determne this.

Al fish seened to be in good condition. The stream is well shaded, and
the banks appear to be stable. No soil novenent in any great anount was
noted along the entire stream

Recommended Managenent

Continue to nmnanage stream as a valuable rearing area for fingerling and
yearling steelhead at least in the area of Lake Gty dowstream Possibly

the wupper portion should be managed as a resident trout fishery. Future
work in the drainage should involve a look at Mk Oeek. This stream
has never been checked.

Ref erences and Maps

USFS Trinity National Forest Map

USGS quads (15') for Ironside Mn., Salmon Mn. and Cecilville.

USGS  Survey Bulletin 1371-B, Studies Related to WIlderness Primtive
Ar eas, Sal mon-Trinity Aps, California, PP. B82-B36, US  Printing Gfice,
Washi ngton, 19/72.

Personal communication wth USFS Big Bar Dstrict.

Phot os

In Waverville file of nouth of Pony O eek.

%» L0 ae

John L. Thonas
Assi stant Fishery Biologist
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