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August 26, and 28, 1985
Surveyors: Gry Rensink and Paul Renoud

Quinby Creek was surveyed visually by walking from just above its
mouth to a point approxinately three nmiles upstream  Sanpling for
fish was conducted using hook & line nethods. This perennial
smal | -sized stream was rated Cass Il because it supports a good
nunmber of resident rainbow trout.

Quinby Ceek flows in a southeasterly direction through a canyonous
and nount ai nous watershed forested by Douglas fir, madrone, and a
coupl e of species of oak and naple. = The stream gradient averaged 7%
while the side slopes were usually in excess of 60%. Stream and
channel w dths averaged 12 feet amd 25 feet respectively.

Fish habitat was rated very good overall. Spawning gravels were
conmon in pockets and tail-spills, and there were sone gravelly
riffle stretches as well. The gravels were relatively firm The

| oner and upper sections had sone very nice pools up to about 9 feet
deep. The pool:riffle ratio was about 1:5 and pools were rated 75%
Gass A & 25% Cass B in the lower section, 2% Cass A & 43% Cl ass B
in the mdd e section, and 15% G ass A & 55% G ass B in the upper
section. Pools were formed primarily by bedrock, averaged 16 feet in
diameter, and in-pool shelter was rated good overall. Canopy was
quite dense (85% and consisted prinarily of alder, Darnera
(Peltiphylum, Aralia, and big-leaf maple.

Productivity was rated mediumhigh overall. Aquatic food organisns
averaged 26/ft"“ in density, the primary organisms being caddisfly
and mayfly larvae. Aquatic plants were comon throughout all reaches
surveyed, and consisted primarily of noss, green algae, and Nostoo.

Rai nbow trout were comon in all reaohes surveyed (12-15/100 ft.), as
were fry (8s100 ft.). The trout were from 2-12 inches long and
averaged 4.0 inches in length. Approximately 75 fish were caught,
and of these about 10% could be termed as "snakes", where their
bodies were too small and too short for the size of their heads.
These fish were nostly in the 4-6 inch range.

Vater tenperatures were 59°F (1200 hours, clear, 87°F air) near

the nouth and 55°F (1000 hours, clear, 57°F air) where T7 (see

map) enters the creek. The water quality was good with no turbidity
present. The flow was approximately 3.0 o.f.s. at the nouth. Bank
stability was excellent wth lots of bedrock present, while the
channel stability was rated sonewhat |ess than good because in a few
pl aces where the road crossed the stream or cane near it the stream
wandered around the permanent vegetation (i.e. large trees md-chan
nel).



One diversion
at the time.

(unscreened) was noted, although it was not funotional
This was a diversion dam 10 feet high made of logs

across the stream, and a flume exited the stream from the left bank.
Ten barriers were noted, and are listed as follows (see map for

looations):

Bl -

B2 -

B3 -

B4 -

B6 -

B7 -

B8 -

B9 -

BIO-

Bedrock chute about 30 feet high and 40 feet long
into a 6-8" deep plunge pool. Complete.

Cascade over bedrock, 7 feet high into 5-6" deep
plunge pool. Partial.

Denny Road culverts side by side, 9 feet in diameter.
About 100 feet long, 4% gradient, emptying into a
plunge pool 6-8" deep. Stream velocity was about 2
fps, 3 foot falls over the lip of the culvert. Partial

Ten-foot high cascade over bedrock into 7 deep plunge
pool. Complete.

About 174 mile upstream from the mouth, a 10-foot high
log diversion dam with the stream cascading/falling
over the lip. 2 1I/2’" deep plunge pool. Complete.

20-foot high falls over bedrock into 2-3* deep pool.
Complete

Stream trickles through log jam 5 feet high with rocks
piled up behind it. Partial.

Cascade over bedrock table drops 12 feet in 35 feet
of distance. Complete.

Log jam five feet high with stream cascading over it.
Partial.

Low flow barrier, stream goes subterranean for about
a 20 section of the stream. Partial.

No springs were seen, and nine tributaries were noted as follows:

L -
T2 -
3 -
T4 -
15 -
T6 -
T7 -
T8 -
v -

el=R=Yol=Nol=No¥e!

(&)

N Ny
wh NP

c.f.s. 5821-‘ Class 1V
c.f.s. 58" F Class 1V
c.f.s. 62°F Class I11
c.f.s. SggF Class 1V
5 c.f.s. RRTF Class 1V
0.f.s. 60°F Class IV
c.f.s. 59°F Class IV
c.f.s. 5335‘ Class 1V
c.f.s. 50°F Class IV



Access to Quinby Creek is good in the lower reaohes and fair to the
upper reaches. Access to the mouth is via hiking up the New River
from the Denny dump. Access to the lower and middle section below T7
is via the passable dirt road 7NO4 which parallels the stream. Above
this point road 7NO4 continues but is not passable by vehiole and
must be hiked. The road crosses the creek four times in the surveyed
reaoh. Fishing intensity is light, and the other use noted in the
area was mining (two claims on the lower 1/4 mile of the stream).

Quinby Creek supports a healthy population of rainbow trout that are
sometimes surprisingly large for this small stream. Opening up the
habitat would be questionable at this time beoause of the expense of
getting rid of the barriers and the relative shortness of the stream
(four miles). I recommend it be managed for wild resident trout, and
that if possible something should be done about the failing road at
least above the Index mine (see map). Otherwise leave the stream as
is.

GARY RENSINK
Biological Technician, Fisheries
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