
BELL CREEK

This stream is a small tributary to the New River. It was surveyed from
the mouth to miles upstream on October 17, 1974.

The flow was estimated to be 2 CFS. Fish habitat conditions were fair
to good. The shade canopy was medium (50%) consisting of mainly elderberry
with some dogwood, maple, alder, and pine. Riparian vegetation was light,
only 30%. It consisted of peltiphyllum, blackberry, ferns, and elderberry,
with Peltiphyllum being the major species. There was no aquatic vegetation
seen. Only a few snails and gerrids were seen so aquatic food organisms
were few and, overall, aquatic foods were little.

A few fry were seen and their average lenghb was only 1 inch. Spawning
habitat was fair. There was some spawning gravel present.

The first barrier was located a 1/4 mile upstream. It was a 15 foot log
jam with no pool above or below. The water just oozes through. There
were five other barriers also noted (see the appendix and map for their
location).

The stream flows through a steep, lightly wooded gorge with side slopes of
80-100%. The watershed and channels were both stable. The stream gradient
was moderate (10%). Bank erosion was estimated to be 30%.

Access is good from a trail beginning on the 5 Waters Ranch. Fishing usage
is zero.
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