
CHINA CREEK

This creek is a small tributary to the New River. It was surveyed from
the mouth to 1 mile upstream on October 17, 1974. The flow was estimated
at 3-4 CFS. The velocity was cascading.

The habitat was fair to good. Shade canopy was medium to heavy (50-80%)
and riparian vegetation was medium (40%). Pools were abundant with a fair
amount of in-pool shelter. No aquatic vegetation was observed. Aquatic
food organisms were few. There were few fishes seen.

There were 4 barriers noted. The first barrier was a 40 foot bedrock
falls located 75 yards upstream from the mouth, and is a complete barrier
to all fish.

This creek flows through a steep, moderately wooded gorge. The watershed
and banks are moderately unstable with about 20% erosion. Stream gradient
is about 15%. Channel width was about 25 feet and stream width was about
8 feet.

Access to China Creek was by hiking downstream on the New River from
Panther Creek. Approximately 3/4 of a mile from Panther Creek there was
a cable crossing the river. On the east side of the New River, below the
cable, there was a rope coming down the mountain side from the ridge top.
Climb up to the ridge and take the trail. It will lead to China Creek.
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