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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
Department Of Fish And Game

STREAM SURVEY

Date:
NAME: PIETA CREEK COUNTY: Mendocino
STREAM SECTION: __Entire  FROM:___Mouth To:_ Headwaters LENGTH:_10.7 miles
TRIBUTARY TO:__ Russian River Twp:_ 12N R: 11W Sec: 2
OTHER NAMES: None known RIVER SYSTEM: Russian River

SOURCESOF DATA:  Personal observations

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - Pieta Creek was surveyed on foot on

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION .

Include: Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc. Septenber 12 and 13, 1974 by Seasonal Aids Jerry Bruns and Brad

Lo 6 OTHER WATERS Jackson fromthe nouth to the headwaters. _ _

GENERAL DESCRIPTION RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS — Pieta Creek is an inportant tributary
}’ﬁ;ﬁ‘;ﬂwnagesasn to the Russian River contributing steel head nursery area—some of
Alttude (Range) the best in the drainage. Excellent spawni ng gravel was
width abundant |y distributed throughout the creek.

E@;‘,hmange) GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON -
velodity Wat ershed — The Pieta Creek drainage is dom nated by chaparral,
gg’gv‘jﬂ}ngmas oak, madrone, and annual grasses. Mst of the creek runs through
Booe. canyon areas.
Barriers i tude - ee .L.) in headwaters to ee .L.) a
Altitud 2800 feet (MS.L headwat to 480 feet (MS. L t
Diversions
t he nout h.
Temperatures .
f\md_ o Gadient — 3.9 feet/ 100 feet of stream
Wintée Congitions Wdth — Maxi mum wi dth of stream 30 feet near the nouth and 1.5
gg'r'i“n‘g;" feet in the headwaters. The average wi dth was about 6 feet.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS Depth — Numerous deep pools were present to a depth of about 10

R ERTESRATES feet. Pools averaged about 3 feet deep—with a mininumof 1 foot.

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE Riffles averaged about 4 inches in depth.

OWNERSHIP Flow — Flows ranged from 3 cubic feet per second near the nouth

PO e to less than 1/4 cfs in the headwaters. Flows were |less than 0.5

PAST STOCKING cfs upstreamfromthe nouth of Tyler Creek. Approximately 1.3

GENERAL ESTIMATE . . .

RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT mles of the upper section of Pieta Creek was dry although there

R A AND MAPS was somne flowin the ext reme headwat ers. _

Vel ocity — Generally slowwith some rapid flow over riffle areas.

Nunerous small rock falls were present throughout the stream
Bott om — Above the nmouth of Tyler Creek, the substrate of Pieta Creek was mainly gravel
(50%, rubble (20%, and bedrock (10% and boul ders—+ocks (20% . Pools consisted of
gravel 35% bedrock 25% and rocks 15% w th the remai nder sand, silt and detritus. Bel ow
Tyl er Creek the substrate was mainly bedrock (20%, boul ders (25%, rubble (30%, gravel
(20%, and sone sand and detritus.
Spawni ng Areas — Spawning gravel in Pieta Creek was excell ent above the nouth of Tyler
Creek. Approximately 75% of the channel was potential spawning gravel. Downstream from
the mouth of Tyler Creek, Pieta Creek runs nostly over bedrock. However, spawni ng gravel
was present in areas where the canyon wi dens. Approximately 10% of this | ower section
was potentially spawning gravel.
Pool s — Above the nouth of Tyler Creek approxi mately 30% of the streamwas pool habitat.
Pool s ranged in depth from1 foot to 5 feet, with an average of 2 feet. R ffles averaged
3 inches deep. Below the nouth of Tyler Creek, pools make up about 50% of the creek.
Pool s ranged in depth from1 foot to 10 feet with an average of 4 feet. R ffles averaged
6 inches in depth.
Shelter — In the headwaters shelter was good with about 70% of the stream shaded. Down-
streamto the nouth of Tyler Creek, overstory was poor, shading only 10% of the creek.
I nstream cover was provided by |arge rocks and boul ders. Below the nmouth of Tyler Creek
nost of the cover was provided by | arge boul ders and rocks.
Barriers — Nunmerous small rock falls were present, but none appeared inpassable to
sal noni d
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Di versi ons — Nunerous hunting clubs divert water fromthe stream Mst of these are
| ocated upstream fromthe nmouth of Tyler Creek

Tenperatures — Pieta Creek headwaters —water 58°F, air 70°F; above mouth of Tyler
Creek —water 68°F, air 80°F, 1 nmle below Tyler Creek —water 68°F, air 80°F;, 2
m | es above nouth of Pieta Creek —water 70°F and air 76°F

Food — Aquatic insects were abundant. Myfly, caddis, stonefly, diptera, dragonfly,
dansel fly and hem ptera | arvae and nynphs were observed.

Aquatic Plants — Filanentous al gae was present in open pool areas.

Wnter Conditions — Flooding occurs in the valley above the nouth of Tyler Creek. The
wi nter channel extends to a width of 100 feet in places indicating a |arge w nter

di schar ge

Pol | uti on — None observed.

Springs — Nunerous springs are present (see map).[sic]

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — Fi sh were abundant in the | ower section including
juvenil e steel head, roach, suckers and squawfi sh. Roach and suckers were extrenely
abundant fromthe mouth of Pieta Creek upstream about 3.6 miles. Juvenile steel head
were present in this area in a density of about 35/100 feet. Juvenile steel head were
the only species present in the upper Pieta Creek. Juvenile steel head extended
upstreamto the headwaters about 1/4 mle above the forks and ranged in size from 1-
10 inches. The majority of the fish were less than 3 inches and were estimated at
150-200/100 feet of stream Approximately 10.7 mles of streamwas utilized as
nursery habitat.

FI SHIE NG I NTENSI TY — Total use is unknown but |ocal hunting club owner reports heavy
use in the Tyler Creek area by nenbers.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES —

ACCESSI BI LITY oF STREAM — (See map.)[sic] At nmouth access was from H ghway 101. Access
to central section was through Davis Ranch. Key to gate can be obtai ned at Van Bebber
Ranch nearby. Access to upper area by Pieta Land Conpany road. Four-wheel drive
vehicle can drive to creek. A jeep road runs parallel to Pieta Creek downstreamto the
mout h of Tyl er Creek.

| MPROVEMENTS — None.

PAST STOCKI NG — Unknown.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — Pieta Creek is a valuable spawni ng and nursery streamfor

st eel head.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT — Pieta Creek should continue to be managed as one of the npst
i mportant spawni ng and nursery areas for steel head within the Russian River drainage.
Particul ar enphasis should be placed on protection and mai ntenance of the habitat.
SKETCH MAP — See attachnent. [sic]

REFERENCES AND MAPS — U.S.G S. nap



