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1. INTRODUCTION

In 1997, the Sheepscot River Watershed Council (SRWC) was created in order to implement
several of the proposed actions outlined in the Atlantic Salmon Conservation Plan for Seven
Maine Rivers (March 1997). The Plan states that watershed councils will review the status of
threats in their watershed. The SRWC assessed the needs within the Sheepscot watershed and
determined that threats to the riparian buffer should be addressed first. A Sub-Committee was
formed in the latter part of 1997 and they recommended conducting an inventory first on the
main stem and then to move to the West Branch. This Committee then developed a methodology
to be applied during the field season. Three main goals were identified for the inventory. The
first was to establish good and current data regarding riparian conditions. The second was to
generate teamwork among Council members to foster a sharing of expertise and a common
knowledge of the river. The third goal was to develop recommendations based on the inventory
and to present these to the Council to develop a mechanism by which issues can be addressed.

2. METHODOLOGY

We divided the West Branch of the Sheepscot River into nine sections (see Appendix B) which
could be easily surveyed by teams of two within the time frame of one day. River sections were
surveyed primarily by canoe although, some were walked due to inadequate water levels. Field
packets were prepared in advance of any field work. These packets consisted of the following:

• Laminated aerial photographs identifying spawning and rearing habitat. These
photographs not only allowed field personnel to pinpoint their location on the river but to
place sites in a broader context relative to surrounding land use activities.

• Field forms. We utilized two different forms, one for the section as a whole which
characterized the riparian community, and site specific forms used to document specific
conditions where riparian disturbance of some degree was noted. Disturbed areas were
ranked either high, medium or low depending on the threat they posed to salmon habitat.

• Topographic quads were included for each section. Notes were recorded directly on the
topos including site codes and names which corresponded with field photographs, GPS
bearings, and field forms.

Photographs were taken to document specific problem sites and to characterize the river and the
riparian community along the entire inventory route. We also carried a GPS (Garmin XL)
capable of in field correction. This instrument was used to provide accurate locational data, to
mark changes in riparian character and to measure distances when necessary. Temperatures were
recorded where tributaries entered the main stem to gather preliminary data on the presence of
cold water inputs to the river.
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